MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 20th APRIL 2021 BY VIDEO CONFERENCE
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








             Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Ernest Kong, Bernie White, Malcolm White, Jane Creed, Clare Middleton and Gina Seaton (District Councillor).
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 4 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
Daphne Creed spoke on behalf of the VHC.  They are working through the guidance received on the re-opening of Village Halls. A detailed risk assessment needs to be carried out before this can be considered. They also require confirmation from the insurer’s that the electrical issues identified in the recent inspection do not affect the insurance. 
Daphne also stated that the VHC have so far been unsuccessful in finding anyone to fill the positions of Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and Treasurer. The VHC would like to know if the PC will take over the Village Hall management if this position continues.
A parishioner commented that they felt that the collapsing wall of the triangle at the top of North Lane was potentially being caused by vehicles turning left at the top of North Lane and then turning right towards the Village Hall. They felt this could be alleviated with the use of traffic signs. RC felt this was not the issue and that hopefully SCC Highways would accept responsibility for the upkeep of the wall. AM agreed to chase up this issue with SCC.

Before the meeting started a minute’s silence was held in memory of HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.

1. FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Andy Webb, Nicola Clark (District Councillor) and Mark Keating (County Councillor) 
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 16th MARCH 2021 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

   None.
4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

a) RC and CM gave brief summaries and their views, following the recent meetings they had attended relating to the One Somerset/Stronger Somerset debate. It was decided it would be more appropriate for individual Councilors to submit their views on the subject if they have any, rather than providing a combined Parish Council response.
b) The Clerk has received several emails from parishioners interested in learning more about the Wessex Internet initiative to provide superfast broadband to rural areas.   The Clerk agreed to liaise with Wessex Internet to help publicise a zoom presentation on their service. 
c) It is currently looking very unlikely that legislation to allow PC’s to hold virtual meetings would be extended beyond the initial date of 6th May 2021. The PC have asked the VHC to consider the possibility of the PC holding their next meeting (on the 18th May) at the Village Hall.  This would be compliant with COVID regulations, but attendance numbers would need to be limited according to the available space (allowing for 2 meter distancing). It was thought this shouldn’t be an issue given the size of the hall and the small number of public that usually attend meetings. The VHC would need to carry out their risk assessment and implement appropriate COVID safety measures prior to this.
d) RC circulated a summary of Somerset Waste Partnership’s presentation on their expanded kerbside-recycling initiative, due to be introduced at the end of June. Further details are available on the Hardington or SSDC websites.
5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

NC’s report had been previously circulated. 
GS reported that many of the recent meetings she has attended related to the unitary Council debate. GS gave details of SSDC’s consultation relating to the future use of remote/hybrid meetings in local authority decision-making. This call for evidence seeks views on the use of the current arrangements which have provided express provision for local authorities to hold meetings remotely or in a hybrid format during the coronavirus pandemic.
GS also mentioned that she intended to stand down at the next elections for health reasons.
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) There were no planning applications received after publication of this agenda.

b) Results of previous applications:

The Chairman reported that he had received notice that the appeal against the refusal for two new homes on Land OS 2972 Partway Lane has been dismissed.
c) A potential planning breach of a second mobile home sited at Holtens on Barry Lane has been reported to SSDC for investigation. No further update has been received.
7. HIGHWAYS 
a)  AM stated there were no further issues to those included in his previously circulated report.
b)  AM reported that the Moor Lane road surface issues were still with SCC and there had been no update.  Shepperton Homes have now finished the last of their planned road re-surfacing and are not expecting to return.
c)  AM reported that SCC have said they will investigate the recent drainage issues on the junction of Moor Lane and Pig Hill. 
d) MW stated there is still surface water running on Primrose Hill despite having no rain in the last couple of weeks.  AM agreed to chase SCC Highways for a date commitment to carry out further drainage work in this area.
8. FOOTPATHS

a) RC reported that he had received correspondence from SCC that the bridleway creation order for the section of road from Ernest’s house to North Lane has been accepted. This would create additional rights from Ernest’s house to the highway section of Moor Lane, effectively creating a continuous bridleway. In addition, residents have a right of way over this section of road and therefore it cannot be blocked. No further action should therefore be necessary.
b) RC has requested galvanized footpath gates to replace the unstable stile at the top of the steps on Broadstone Lane.  (this is in addition to those requested for Y10/12 and Y7/5 Windmill Hill to Pendomer). Replacing the stile at the top of Pig Hill would be more challenging due to the large concrete slab at the base on the existing stile.
c) There was no further update on the Coldharbour Lane application.  The Common Lane application has moved to the next stage.
9. PARISH ISSUES
a) BW hopes to make a start to restore the telephone boxes to a usable standard in the near future.  A resolution was passed to approve spending of up to £500 on materials required.
b) RC is still hoping to progress the “Wildlife Corridor” project and is waiting to hear back from landowners in order to put a map together for the project. 
c) Tim Watkins summarised the usage statistics for the Hardington website. A high number of visits are from those using Android and iOS and the website does not look great on these platforms. Unfortunately, his web design skills are limited and he is finding it difficult to maintain.  Tim would be grateful for any input from other villagers, who have suitable skills and could help out (or takeover the site maintenance). He also commented that much of the website has out-of-date information and requested the PC to ask village groups to update their details where necessary. 
10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) ‘No Dogs’ signs have been erected on the fence and pedestrian entrance to the Community Field. Reports have been received that some dog owners have not been compliant with this but it is hoped that the majority will respect this in the future.
b) Work to install the new playground equipment begins on the 26th April.  The Chairman felt the best location for the Caterpillar Swinger would be either beside the existing swings or the other side of the fort. Councillors had no strong views on this. RC is in the process of arranging for the removal of the existing rotting log structures.
c) The Clerk agreed to contact K M Dike to re quest they apply herbicide to the necessary areas (the bike track in particular).

11. RISK MANAGEMENT

None.
12. FINANCE
a) The Bank Reconciliation at 31st March 2021 (quarterly and year end) was approved.

b) The Final Budget Analysis for 2020/2021 was reviewed. It was noted that a large amount of spending was attributable to the Village Hall.

c) The Clerk’s hours for March (22 Hours) were approved.

d) A resolution was passed to approve payment of £1164.75 to Clerk for:


January-March 2020 Salary (£771.12) 


Mileage (£3.60) 


Other Expenses (£47.31 (inc VAT £7.88))  


Paid Annual Leave 2020/21 (£342.72).
e) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices:

N Chapman Reimbursement for ‘No Dog’ signs  (£22.18 + VAT £4.43)            

 £26.61

N Chapman Reimbursement for preservative and warning tape (£17.04 + VAT £3.41)   £20.45

Kompan – Balance beams & sitting poles (£1296.00 + VAT £259.20)

         £1555.20

13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) No update has been received for tasks carried out in March:
b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for April:
· Apply preservative treatment to Community Field equipment.

BW agreed to repair the broken garage door at the Village Hall.
14. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) The PC has received a letter reporting that there is a vermin problem in the garden of a currently unoccupied property on the High Street. The Chairman agreed to ask the adjoining neighbours if they had contact details for the unoccupied property owner.
b) The Chairman reported that a letter had been received from ‘Radio Ninesprings’ asking for funding or a letter of support. As no Councillors listen to the station, no further action was agreed at this time.
15. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

Following the PC’s application for funding, the PC have received correspondence from SSDC stating that when the last grant was approved for the Village Hall roof repairs, a condition was imposed stating that no further grants for the village hall would be considered for the next 3 years. Therefore they would not be able to help with the funding for the electrical remedial work at this time. The Clerk agreed to contact SSDC to clarify if this also applied to the £1K grants available.
16. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

a) Chairman: None.
b) Councilors: None.
c) Clerk: None.
17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 8.45pm.  The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 18th May 2021 at 7.30pm (Location TBD).  
A Parishioner stated that they would be unable to attend PC meetings in the future if virtual attendance is no longer an option.

Daphne Creed thanked Tim for all his hard work on the website.

Tim Watkins commented that all the info regarding Somerset Waste partnership’s new ‘recycle more’ initiative was available on the website.

