MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 19th APRIL 2022 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








             Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Joanna Szmaj, Clare Middleton, Bernie White, Jane Creed, Malcolm White and Gina Seaton (District Councillor)
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 5 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
No items were bought for discussion.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Richard Beatson and Andrew Middleton.
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 15th MARCH 2022 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None
4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

A public meeting regarding the Chinnock Hollow closure has been held and was well attended. The clear majority of attendees were keen to see the Hollow reopened at the earliest opportunity. However, SCC are taking the lowest-risk approach and are requiring the entire length of the Hollow to be surveyed before any work is considered. Tim Watkins has written a very comprehensive letter regarding the closure and giving details of his concerns. This has been circulated to all relevant parties. 
5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

GS reported on the Chinnock Hollow closure, the Phosphate issue affecting planning, the Yeovil Refresh project and several other local issues.
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) The following planning applications were received:

i) App No: 22/00857/HOU Removal of rear extension and construction of new two storey rear extension and alterations. Location: Beech Cottage, Rectory Lane Hardington Mandeville. There were no objections.

ii) App No: 22/00576/HOU Erection of new balcony to North West Elevation and over-clad part of the existing reconstruction stone external wall finish with vertical timber boarding. Location: Robin Hill, High Street Hardington Mandeville. There were no objections.

b) There were no new planning applications received after publication of the agenda.
c) There was no update regarding the potential planning breach of a second mobile home sited at Holtens on Barry Lane. It was agreed that the Clerk should continue to chase this.
d) There was no update regarding the unauthorised business use of land and buildings at Hardington Marsh. It was agreed that the Clerk should continue to chase this.

7. HIGHWAYS 
a)  AM’s highways report was previously circulated. This included a number of potholes and road surface defects, several of which have since been repaired. 
b) Concerns were raised regarding the very poor state of New Road (between Hardington and Haselbury Plucknett) following its excessive use as an unofficial diversion during the A30 road closure. The PC are keen for SCC Highways to inspect and assess the entire length of the road and address any issues found.
8. FOOTPATHS

a) The Chairman reported that the majority of the work required to allow disability access to the Nature Reserve had been carried out, but the new gate still needed to be installed. He also commented that the gap next to the kissing gate required infilling.
9. PARISH ISSUES
a) Cllr Creed is waiting for a reply from the Ninesprings Rangers in response to her enquiries regarding risk issues for members of the public participating in litter picking. It was felt that it might be worth investigating the possibility of clearly-signed disclaimers as a way forward.
b) The SSDC locality team have carried out a site visit and agree that the footpath between the shop and Moor lane would be a suitable place for locating a dog poo bin, and that they may consider adding this to their emptying rounds if access is suitable. They have said they will be in contact with details of bin and installation costs, that would need to be met by the PC.
c) Hardington’s 2nd Annual Party-in-the-Park will be held to commemorate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee on Sunday 5th June in the Community Field.  It will be run be a sub-committee of the PC and therefore all stalls and events (BBQ, Bar, cake stall, children’s games, etc.) organised by the sub-committee will be covered by the PC insurance.  All external groups (eg. Band, ice cream van etc.) will be required to produce evidence of their own public liability insurance. The sub-committee are keen to purchase the generator, water boiler and gazebo’s etc. for which grant money has been received, prior to the event.  The Clerk agreed to liaise with the jubilee committee, the Street Fayre committee and the VHC regarding detailed specifications for these items. The Chairman reported that Ernest Kong is out of the country on the 5th June and so unfortunately is not able to attend the event. The Clerk agreed to contact Ernest Kong regarding the annual contribution for the event.
d) A parishioner has asked if the PC would consider purchasing Queen’s Jubilee lamp post signs. These are available from the RBLI shop for £4.99 each plus postage of £3.60.  A resolution was passed to purchase 4 signs.

e) RC intends to write to village farmers to determine if they are interested in participating in a survey by the Somerset Wildlife Trust with the aim to make proposals on how to encourage wildlife.  This would cost £188 per day and would need 2.5 days (approx. £470).

f) A date has been set for defibrillator and first aid training by Paul Cosh. The training will be held in the village hall at 7.30pm on the 26th May.
10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) The Clerk has written to several companies asking for quotes for the installation of a basketball hoop and hard-standing. So far, two quotes have been received. The Clerk is intending to contact further companies, with a view to obtaining a third quote prior to the May meeting.
b) The Chairman is meeting with a representative from Halycon, to discuss reducing the frequency of grass mowing in some areas of the Community Field to encourage wildlife.  Halycon have agreed to weed-kill the bike track, footpaths and carpark area sometime in the next week. The bike track will require some additional fine gravel once the weeds have died back.
11. FINANCE
a) The Bank Reconciliation at 31st March 2022 (quarterly and year end) has been circulated and will be sent to the internal auditor for review in the next couple of weeks.

b) The Final Budget Analysis for 2021/2022 has been circulated.

c) A resolution was passed to approve payment of £1336.29 to the Clerk for:


January-March 2022 Salary (£827.93), Apr-Dec salary adjustment (£39.69), Mileage (£9.45) 


Home working allowance (£12.00), Other Expenses (£63.76 (inc VAT £7.99)),Paid Annual Leave 2021/22 = £383.46).

d) The Opening Up Safely & Reconnecting Communities Stage 3 £2500 grant has been received.

e) A resolution was passed to approve payment of the following invoices:
· SSDC Ranger Scheme Qtr 4 (£481.20 + VAT£96.24)            


            £577.44

· N Chapman Reimbursement for community field sign




  £65.00

· B M Turner- Community field hedge cutting





£100.00

12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) There was no update from the Ranger for April.
b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for May:
· Add soil to top surface of Community Field wooden tunnel.

· Clear drain on Coker Hill, approx. 200m above the Community Field entrance.

· Stain Hardington Moor noticeboard.

13. CORRESPONDENCE 
A letter has been received from Dr. Lindsay Smith asking for the PC’s view on the proposal to close the West Coker Surgery Practice list to new patients for a period of 12 months. This would not affect existing patients. There are currently around 4500 patients on the practice list and only one permanent GP. The Somerset Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) requires that interested parties are informed and given the opportunity to comment on the proposal. This was discussed by the PC and there were mixed views. Some felt that closing the list was the best thing to do given the circumstances, so that existing patients continue to receive the current standard of care. However, others felt that more should be done to recruit extra staff into the practice. Concerns were raised that those new to the village would not be provided for. It was agreed the Clerk should write to the surgery with details of these concerns.
14. PARISH COUNCIL ELECTION

a) Notice has been received from SSDC of a non-contested election (5 Councillors were elected).

a) The first meeting of the new council will take place on Tuesday 17th May.

b) The remaining 2 vacancies can be filled by co-option.

15. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

a) There was no update regarding the possibility of additional parking spaces for the hall on adjacent land.
16. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Chairman: The Chairman thanked Clare Middleton and Bernie White for their contribution to the PC over the last few years.
Councilors: None.
Clerk: None.
17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 9.20pm.  The next meeting Parish Council is on Tuesday 17th May 2022 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.  

