MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 21st AUGUST 2018 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Ernest Kong (Vice Chairman), Clare Middleton, Jane Humby, Malcolm White and Gina Seaton (District Councillor). 
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 5 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced a minute’s silence was held in memory of Bill Turner.

There was then an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner spoke regarding the letter he had sent the PC concerning the dilapidation of the Mandeville Arms. He enquired as to whether the PC or District Council had any powers to request that the owner do something to tidy-up the current eyesore, and also to determine what the owner’s plans are for the pubs future.  He also suggested a village petition for action could be organized.
Another parishioner spoke regarding the recently approved Oakenlea application.  He commented that he was disappointed that despite numerous objections from residents and West Coker PC and also a request from Hardington PC that the application be called to committee, the application had been approved by the Area Chairman without going to committee.  This seemed disrespectful to local Council and the parishioner questioned what is the point in Parish Councils discussing applications if no consideration is given to their comments.
The parishioner was also disappointed that compliance to plans had not been checked for this application, as requested by the PC.

EK responded that the PC does not have the authority to make these decisions and little else could be done regarding this application given that it has been approved.  GS also felt this was disappointing.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Robin Carpenter (Chairman) and Mark Keating (County Councillor). 
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 17th JULY 2018 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

None.
5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

Gina Seaton gave a summary of her report including the following topics: 
· SSDC Annual Performance Report 2017-18

· The Council Plan and Annual Plan 2017/18

· Appointment of Leader of Council (Councillor Val Keitch was elected as the new Leader of South Somerset District Council from 1st September2018.)
· Yeovil Refresh project Update was issued to the press on 31st July 2018
Mark Keating’s report had been previously circulated and can be found on the website.
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) The following application was received:

i) App no: 18/02017/FUL Proposed agricultural dwelling with garage and associated parking. Location: Millcombe House, North Lane, Hardington Mandeville. Applicant: Ms Victoria Turner. There were no objections.
b) There were no applications received after publication of the agenda.
c) The following result of a previous application was received:

i) App no: 18/01364/FUL The erection of a detached double garage with store above, the erection of a two storey side extension to dwellinghouse (revised application). Location: Oakenlea, West Coker Hill, West Coker. Applicant: Mr & Mrs A King. Application approved.

Following discussion, it was agreed that NC should write a letter to the Planning department stating the PC’s disappointment that little or no consideration had been given to their comments on this application.

d) There were no results of previous applications received after publication of this agenda.

e) NC read an email from Shepperton Homes regarding the lack of progress on the Moor End Nursery development.  Owain Barker stated that the delays are as a result of waiting for SCC to approve the design for the internal estate road which has now been with them for 17 weeks. 
f) There were no other planning issues.
7. HIGHWAYS 
a) There were no new issues in ND’s monthly report. 
b) Work has now been completed on the disabled parking bay and an approved Section 171 form (Permission to carry out work on/adjacent to highway) is now required before paying the invoice.  The invoice is for an additional £375 + VAT plus £90 licence fee, on top of that originally quoted due to extra kerbstones being required.  The PC have agreed to cover the cost of the kerbstones and ND offered to cover the extra licence cost as his contribution to the project. 
c) There is no update on the repainting of the “SLOW” signs on Pig Hill and on the corner of the Moor Lane junction.
d) There were no other issues.
8. PARISH ISSUES
a) The PC approved the tailored SSDC GDPR Policy and Tim Watkins agreed to put it on the website.
b) RC has contacted an SSDC enforcement officer to determine if anything can be done regarding the current state of the Mandeville Arms. A response has yet to be received and until then the PC felt there was little that could be done.  It was not viewed that a petition would have much impact at this time.
c) A resolution was passed to transfer the Hardington and Pendomer Community Licence Holder from Peter Bysouth to the Parish Council at a cost of £23.00.

9. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) Once again reports of overflowing litter at the Community Field had been received.  One option discussed was to remove the bins completely which would hopefully result in people taking their litter home with them.  However, it was agreed that purchasing a larger bin may be more effective and NC agreed to research options prior to next month’s meeting.  

b) RC has written to Playdale regarding the deterioration of the wooden posts and beams to determine if something can be done to address this.  NC has also contacted KM Dyke to request that they avoid strimming near the base of wooden posts and trees, which they are happy to do.
c) JH agreed to try and arrange for someone to carry out the community field hedge cutting.
d) NC reported that a £300 donation towards the community field had been received following the recent wedding reception held there, and a thank you note sent in response.
10. RISK MANAGEMENT

a) There were no issues.
11. FINANCE
a) The Bank Reconciliation for the quarter end 31/06/2018 was approved.

b)  The Budget Analysis for the quarter end 31/06/2018  was reviewed.  

c) The Clerk’s hours for July were approved (20 hours). 

d) A resolution was passed to approve the following payments:

- J Excavating – verge trimming (£160+ VAT £32)




£192.00

- T Watkins Re-imbursement re 5 yrs domain renewal (£79.95+VAT £15.99)

  £95.94

- SSDC – GDPR Councillor/ Clerk training




 
  £45.00

- SSDC – Transfer of Community Licence Holder




  £23.00

12. FOOTPATHS

a) There were no issues.
13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The following tasks were carried out by the Ranger in August:

· Strimmed ditch Moor lane, trimmed back hedge

· Cleared debris from right hand side of Village Hall

· Village Hall hand rail rubbed down
b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for September:
· Paint Village Hall hand-rail that runs along the right-hand side wall (below defibrillator).

· Give second coat of paint to Village Hall Car Park wall where necessary.
· Paint rendered area of external Village Hall wall.

· Stain village notice boards if required.

14. CORRESPONDENCE

a) EK read out a letter received from the Hardington Players stating that they would like the Village Hall stage curtains and track to be replaced, firstly because they are difficult to operate and secondly because they look very shabby. Initial estimates for the track and curtains are in the region of £2300. The Players are able to fund half of this but would like the Parish Council to fund the other half. The Clerk has contacted a member of the VHC, and while on their list of potential projects for the next financial year, their view was that other projects will have to be put on hold if the curtains are funded out of the PC’s budgeted annual village hall donation for this year.  Following discussion, it was agreed in principal that the PC would fund half the cost of the curtains and track up to an amount of £1200 using funds held in their general reserve (subject to the required 3 quotes being obtained).
15. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

a) The task of finding a replacement PC representative for the VHC is ongoing.
16.  MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

a) Chairman: None
b) Councillors: None.
c) Clerk: None.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE

The next meeting Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 18th September 2018 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm. The meeting closed at 8.51pm.
After the meeting there was an opportunity for the public to speak: 
No items were brought for discussion.

