 MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 19th AUGUST 2020 BY VIDEO CONFERENCE
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








                         Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Ernest Kong, Bernie White, Jane Creed, Clare Middleton, and Nicola Clark.
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 3 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
No items were brought for discussion.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Andy Webb, Malcolm White and Mark Keating (County Councillor)
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 21st JULY 2020 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

a) None.
4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

a) None.
5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

MK and NC’s reports had been previously circulated. 
RC enquired about the recent ‘joint’ Somerset District Council’s statement regarding a single unitary authority, as proposed by SCC. NC responded that the district councils believe that the most effective change can be delivered through the creation of two new councils, replacing the five existing authorities. This is largely based on government advice that County Council Authorities should aim to cover a population of around 300K and Somerset has a population of around 560K.  The district councils are in the process of putting together a joint business case to justify this view.  The overall effect would be to dissolve some of the powers held at County level and increase responsibilities of District, Town and Parish Councils. It was agreed this should be put on the September agenda for further discussion.
NC reported that Wessex Water have made new proposals for the visitor area at Sutton Bingham reservoir. This includes moving the parking area nearer the road, increasing the size of the picnic area, providing an information shelter and closing off the old toilets and building new facilities.

RC enquired as to why the new electric car charging points to be installed by SSDC in 17 of their car parks, were only going to be 22 kW instead of 50kW, as this would greatly improve the speed of charging.  NC responded that she would make enquiries to answer this question.
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) Planning Applications Received:

i) App No: 20/01896/HOU Loft conversion to main house & existing garage and formation of a new car parking space. Location: Brambledene, Hardington Moor. Applicant: T J Hawkins Architectural Design C/o Josh Jones.  There were no objections.
ii) App No: 20/02177/NMA Non material amendment to approval 20/01311/HOU to permit the raising of eaves. Location: Orchard Cottage, Moor Lane Applicant: Mr. Stephen Baker. This application has been withdrawn.
b) There were no planning applications received after publication of this agenda.

c) The following results of previous applications were reported:

i)   App No: 20/01876/FUL The erection of an extension to existing agricultural building. Location: The Royal Oak Farm Moor Lane. Applicant: M&S White & Son. Application approved.

7. HIGHWAYS 
a) AM reported that Moor Lane road surface was in need of attention along the majority of its length.  SCC responded that they hoped to receive a contribution for its resurfacing from Shepperton Homes. Shepperton Homes however, have said they are not responsible for the damage as they have routed their site traffic through the Royal Oak Farm.
b) AM is continuing to pursue getting the footpath between Moor Lane and the shop resurfaced across it’s entire width/length.
c) AM stated that the road surface of the entire length of North Lane is in poor condition and that he thought it would be best if it is entirely resurfaced as opposed to patch repaired.  SCC have so far responded stating that they believe this is a bridleway, which is not the case. 
8. FOOTPATHS

a) RC said there was no further progress regarding the right of way between Moor Lane to the Community Field (Y10/50). Ernest has sent documents proving ownership at the time of dedication for the section of land from Robin’s driveway to Ernest’s.
b) RC has met with an SCC representative and landowners to discuss what actions need to be taken to bring Coldharbour Lane up to “Restricted Byway” standard. A new gate is required half-way down the lane.
c) BW reported that he had spoken to the land-owner regarding the possibility of making the footpath gates off Lyatts dog-friendly, and they have said they will consider doing this.
9. PARISH ISSUES
a) CM feels that the redundant telephone boxes are part of the village heritage and shouldn’t be left to fall to pieces. It was agreed that if they are to be restored then a proper job should be made of this. The Moor phone box needs to have the hedge cut back (on Ranger’s list). The possibility of removing the door of the Mandeville box was discussed as it is such poor condition. CM agreed to put a note in the Messenger asking for further input regarding the future use of the phone boxes. 
10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) The Annual Inspection and Risk assessment report has been received and circulated. A number of minor issues were raised. RC agreed to go through the report and delegate the maintenance tasks as required.
b) BW has chain-sawed the rotting wooden stepping posts down to ground level so that they are no longer a risk to users (prior to their replacement at the end of the year). RC agreed to put some gravel around the posts to fill the gaps. The cut wood also requires removal.
c) The 2 replacement stepping stones for the climbing wall are on order from the Toy Barn and should be delivered in the next week.
d) The two smaller bins, whose liners had deteriorated have been removed. A new 145 Litre bin has been purchased and installed towards the top of the field.  The Streetscene team have been informed.
e) RC has yet to purchase a galvanised steel bin (£20) to use for BBQ ash following the theft of the milk churn.
f) A resolution was passed to approve the submission of a repeat order form for the Play Inspection Company to carry out the field inspection at the same cost as this year.

11. RISK MANAGEMENT

a) None.
12. FINANCE
a) A grant of £6323.00 has been received from SSDC for the completed village hall roof repairs.

b) The Clerk’s hours for July (20 Hours) were confirmed. 

c)  A resolution was passed to approve the following payments:

· The Play inspection company Ltd - Annual inspection (£55.00+VAT £11.00)

 £66.00

· N Chapman – Reimburse. for Community Field waste bin (£110.00+VAT £22.00)
           £132.00

13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The following tasks were carried out by the Ranger in August:

· Cleared area around village sign on Primrose Hill.
· Cleared footpath Y10/19 From Bishop’s Lane to Penn Lane.

· Sanded finger post sign on entrance to Hardington Marsh (on New Road).

· Cleared out culvert on North lane.

· Cleared branches around triangle.

b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for September:
· Cut back hedge around Moor Phone box.

· Cut back hedge around Moor Notice Board.

· Re-paint finger post sign on entrance to Hardington Marsh (on New Road).

· Re-paint other finger of signpost at the bottom of Penn Lane.

14. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) None.
15. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

No VHC meetings were currently being held. The Clerk agreed to contact the VHC to enquire as to whether they have plans to re-open the hall for use.
16. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

a) Chairman: None.
b) Councilors: None.
c) Clerk: None.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 15th September 2020 at 7.30pm either by video conference or at the Village Hall depending on Government guidelines at the time.  The meeting closed at 8.35 pm.
After the meeting there was an opportunity for the public to speak: 
A parishioner enquired as to whether any progress had been made regarding filling the large hole in the footpath surface at the end of Rectory Lane. RC agreed to chase this up.
RC stated that he had checked the village grit bins and emailed SCC with details of those that need replenishing.
