MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 17th AUGUST 2021 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








             Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Malcolm White, Clare Middleton, Bernie White, Joanna Szmaj and Gina Seaton (District Councillor)
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 3 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
No items were brought for discussion.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Jane Creed, Richard Beatson, Nicola Clark (District Councillor) and Mark Keating (County Councillor)
2. VICE CHAIRPERSON

It was resolved at July’s meeting (but not minuted) that Clare Middleton would take up the position of Vice Chairperson following Ernest’s resignation. 
3. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 20th JULY 2021 (Already Circulated)
Following a correction to the date given in the draft minutes, they were approved as correct records of the meeting.

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

a) None
5. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

Wessex Water have responded to the Clerk’s email querying the inadequacy of the Hardington sewerage treatment works stating that they can “confirm the site operates within compliance targets set by the environment agency”. CM has written to her contact in Natural England asking for further details of the works deficiencies.

6. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

NC and MK’s reports had been previously circulated. 
GS reported that Beth Poole has been appointed to replace Rob Parr at SCC. RC agreed to arrange an introductory meeting. 
7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) There were no new planning applications received.
b) There were no new results of planning applications.

c) The Clerk has once again emailed SCC for an update regarding the potential planning breach of a second mobile home sited at Holtens on Barry Lane, previously reported to SSDC for investigation. No response has been received.
d) The Clerk has once again emailed SCC for an update regarding the unauthorised business use of land and buildings at Hardington Marsh. No response has been received.
8. HIGHWAYS 
a) AM’s highways report was previously circulated. SCC has advised that work to replace the missing safety barriers on North Lane and Wimborough Lane have been allocated to contractors and are awaiting materials. North Lane and Moor Lane will continue to be patched as requested, but will not be fully re-surfaced in the near future.
b) There was no update on the Primrose Hill planned drainage work. 
c) The collapsing North Lane wall is with the SCC Structures team for investigation.
9. FOOTPATHS

a) The application to add a footpath from St Mary’s Church, via Rectory Lane, to the Mandeville Arms car park, to the “definitive map” has now reached the consultation phase. The Parish Council have no evidence to support the application and their view is that this footpath is totally unnecessary and should be refused. The Clerk agreed to write a letter to the SCC Modification Officer, expressing this view.
b) The PC agreed to purchase a dumpy bag of suitable aggregate to fill the ruts on the Broadstone Lane to Rectory Lane footpath (Y10/18), as is it has become very uneven. CM agreed to liaise with NC to arrange the ordering or this.
10. PARISH ISSUES
a) BW has begun work to restore the telephone boxes to a usable standard.
b) RC has now received landowner’s maps from the majority of farms in the village. He will now collate this information in order to progress the “Wildlife Corridor” project.

c) JC is waiting for a response from Somerton Council asking for their views on the success of litter picking stations.
d) Plans for the ‘Party in the Park’ are progressing well. There is an issue that the band do not have liability insurance.  They are also trying to source a 10kW generator.
e) The Clerk reported that the costs relating to a basic setup to allow virtual attendance of PC meetings was as follows:
- A one of purchase of a mobile router £120

- A Sim card with at least 5GB data/month @ £6 /month
- A zoom subscription @ £12 /month
While this was a relatively low cost, the PC felt that this would still need be justified by a reasonable demand for the facility.  It was agreed that the Clerk should put a note in the Messenger asking for those interested to let the PC know.
11. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) The recent annual playground inspection highlighted several minor risks, which have been addressed or are in progress:

· It was agreed that a sign with emergency contact details should be purchased for the entrance.

· The PC believe it is unnecessary to fix the picnic tables to the ground as they present low risk.

· The PC believe the algae/lichen on equipment is a very low risk.
· The PC believe the board shrinkage on the climbing wall is a very low risk

· The Chairman has tightened the fixings on the climbing frame.

· The Chairman is aiming to do some work to improve the tunnel, which is rotting in places.

b) NC has ordered replacement football nets for the Community Field.
c) The Annual Inspection also raised an issue that the Rope swinger is hanging below the recommended level. The Chairman believes this is a design fault and has contacted the German manufacturer, Huck Nets, to get their views on this.
12. RISK MANAGEMENT

None.
13. FINANCE
a) The Clerk’s hours for July (21 Hours) were approved. 

b) It was agreed to ask RB if would consider taking over the quarterly book-keeping check from Ernest.

c) The Clerk requested Councillors complete the required forms for adding signatories to the Nat West Parish Council accounts.

d) A resolution was passed to approve the following payments:

SALC – Affiliation fee 2021/22 







£160.02

SSDC -  Ranger scheme April-June 2021 (£466.20+ VAT £93.24)


£559.44

The Play Inspection Co Ltd - Annual Inspection (£55.00 + VAT £11)


  £66.00

N Chapman- reimbursement for football nets  (£67.50 + VAT £13.50)


  £81.00
14. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The following tasks were carried out by the Ranger in August:

· Apply preservative to Community Field equipment
· Strimmed footpaths.

b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for September:
· Paint the two windows located to the side of the Village Hall and apply woodstain to the Village Hall noticeboard.

15. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

No update received.
16. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) Details of the SCC Opening up Safely and Reconnecting Communities Fund have been circulated.
b) NC has forwarded an email giving details of the Clark Foundation to the VHC.

c) The Parish Council thanked Mrs Howell for her kind donation to the PC, as a thank you for letting her have the logs that were removed from the Community field recently.
17. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Chairman: Following a parishioner request for mobilty scooter access to the nature reserve, the Chairman has been liaising with Natural England to considered options for changing or replacing the existing gates to improve access.  This will be on the agenda for September.
Councilors: None.
Clerk: The Clerk has so far received one other response from a parishioner interested in attending PC meetings virtually. It was agreed to give people a little more time to respond and to discuss it further at September’s meeting.
18. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 8.40pm.  The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 21st September 2021 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.  
