MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 23rd AUGUST 2022 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








             Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter, Richard Beatson, Robert Halls, Joanna Szmaj, Malcolm White and Gina Seaton (District Councillor).
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 8 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner gave details of her concerns relating to the overhanging trees on Rectory Lane (to be discussed under section 8).

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Peter Higgins, Nicola Clark (District Councillor), Mike Hewitson (County Councillor), Oliver Patrick (County Councillor) and Karen Dodge.
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 19th JULY 2022 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
4. MATTERS OF REPORT 

a) There is still one vacancy on the Parish Council.

5. VICE CHAIRMAN_ELECTION
A resolution was passed for Cllr Szmaj to take on the role of Vice Chairperson.
6. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

Reports from Cllr Clark, Cllr Patrick and Cllr Hewitson have been previously received and circulated. Cllr Seaton reported on the recently rejected plans to convert Acacia Lodge on Hendford Hill to a homeless hostel. The Chairman reported that he was pleased to hear that the new electric car charging points being installed by SSDC were able to accept direct credit card payment.
7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) Planning application received: 
i) App No: 22/01985/FUL Installation of a ground source heating array, underground connection pipes and equipment located in previously consented plant room in new outbuilding (retrospective application) Location: White Vine Farm, Common Lane.  A resolution was passed stating there were no objections.
b) There were no planning applications received after publication of this agenda.
c) There was no update regarding the unauthorised business use of land and buildings at Hardington Marsh.

d) Builders at the ‘Land North of Tall Elms’ development site have removed a section of walling much wider than that given on the approved planning application. They have said this is for site traffic access and intend to rebuild the wall as per the approved plans, once the main development work has been completed. Councilors again raised concerns that they consider this access to be very dangerous and that they feel this application should not have been approved for this reason.
8. HIGHWAYS 
a)  AM’s highways report was previously circulated.  
b) All of the stones placed on the highway around Manor Farm have now been removed.   
c) Following a parishioner request, AM contacted SCC highways asking if they would consider installing a dropped kerb at the end of Rectory Lane to allow motorized scooters to use the footpath from Rectory Lane to Broadstone Lane. SCC responded that they would add it to their list, but that they currently don’t have any funding for this type of work.  They also stated that they would consider waiving the licence fee, if the PC wished to fund this project themselves.  The Clerk has contacted South Petherton PC to obtain ball-park costs for similar work they have carried out. The approximate cost was £900, but the work required on Rectory Lane may be less than this and the Clerk agreed to obtain a quote for the work.
d) The Parish Council have received a letter from a parishioner concerned that the verge in Rectory Lane has become neglected and unsightly. They feel that the trees that overhang the road are potentially dangerous to pedestrians and vehicles.  They would like the owner of the trees to have them cut back. The Chairman asked the Clerk to write to the owner to ask them to consider cutting back the overhanging tree growth.
9. FOOTPATHS

a) The Chairman has chased up SCC regarding the previously promised footpath gates for Y10/12 and Y7/5 and they have said the gates are on their list.
b) The Chairman reported that the gate on Common Lane is now closed and can be quite difficult to open. 

c) The Chairman intends to contact the bridleway association to ask if they would like to contribute to the cost of a new, ‘horse-friendly’ gate for Coldharbour Lane. He would also like the PC to consider contributing to this.
10. PARISH ISSUES
a) The Chairman intends to convert the disused wheely-bin stored at the village hall, into a storage container for the litter picking equipment.  Options for disposing of collected litter also need to be considered.  It was suggested that perhaps the ‘litter-pickers’ might be able to take the litter home with them and put it in there personal wheely-bins.  The Clerk agreed to contact SSDC to see if they had any suitable suggestions.
b) The Chairman has circulated the summary report written by Eleanor Higginson of Somerset Wildlife Trust following a survey of local farmland (with the aim to make proposals on how to encourage wildlife).  The Chairman now hopes to set up a meeting to discuss the ideas put forward with interested landowners and parishioners.
c) There was no update regarding roadside verge rewilding.  
d) A resolution was passed for the Parish Council to ‘declare a climate emergency’.

e) One of the recently purchased gazebos suffered some damage to the metal supports at a recent event in lightly-breezy conditions.  When purchased the gazebo was described as ‘heavy duty’ and ‘sturdy’.  The suppliers have agreed to send replacement parts.
f) A parishioner has researched some of the options for restoring the red telephone box, obtained costs and circulated a report relating to this. This will be on the agenda for further discussion at September’s meeting.

11. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) Cllr Higgins has carried out some research on local bike parks and the alternative surfaces that can be used.  He now intends to get some proposed potential costs, so that the subject can be discussed further. 
b) The right-hand side of the Bbq has received significant damage, by what looks like a vehicle impact. The Chairman is aiming to get a quote for the cost of repairing it.
c) The Clerk reported that the basketball post and hardstanding installation has been postponed until the end of September to ensure the post arrives in time and also because the tarmac is not available until this time. 
d) Cllr White agreed to move the pile of grass cuttings that had been left by the field maintenance contractors, outside the gate of the field owned by Moor Farm cottage.

12. FINANCE
a) The Bank Reconciliation at 30th June 2022 was approved.

b) The Budget Analysis at 30th June 2022 has been circulated.

c) The Clerk reported 23 hours for July.

d) The Nat West Safe Custody Holding Service is being withdrawn by the end of the year. It is thought that the Village Hall deeds are stored there.  The Clerk has investigated alternative options, but most have an annual cost of over £100. It was decided to initially withdraw the contents of the safe and then discuss where they should be stored.
e) A resolution was passed to approve the following payments:

· SSDC Ranger Scheme 4th July 2022 (£160.06 +VAT£32.01)



    £192.07

· N Chapman -Reimbursement for basketball post 



  £1029.99
· Kelly Dale – party-in-the-park singer (cheque returned)


           
    £250.00

f) The Clerk has received notice that the application for S106 funding of £2323.57 for youth facilities at the community field has been awarded.  The Clerk and Chairman signed the acceptance of award form. Invoices required to claim the award need to be submitted by the 31st October, 2022.
13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) There was no update for the Ranger tasks carried out in August.
b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list:
· Strim, hedge-trim and clear Backhouse Lane to Nature Reserve.

· Strim footpath stiles on left hand side, half way up High street,

· Clear drains along Penn Lane. 
14. CORRESPONDENCE 
None.
15. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

Cllr Beatson reported that the fire risk assessment has now been completed. 
16. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Chairman: None.
Councilors: None.
Clerk: None.
17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 8.30pm.  The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, 20th September at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.  
