MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 16th FEBRUARY 2021 BY VIDEO CONFERENCE
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








             Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Ernest Kong, Bernie White, Malcolm White, Jane Creed, Andy Webb, Clare Middleton, Gina Seaton (District Councillor) and Nicola Clark (District Councillor).

In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 8 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
John Gilmore asked that discussion of the quotes for the Village Hall electrical work be added to agenda item 15.
1. FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Mark Keating (County Councillor) 
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 19th JANUARY 2021 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

   None.
4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

a) The Clerk reported that SCC had replied to her query regarding the refilling of grit bins stating that they would only fill up empty bins. All of the grit bins in the Hardington area are still partially full.
b) The Chairman reported that the landowner of the field at the top of Pig Hill had contacted him to discuss the water and silt running off the field. They intend to carry out drainage work inside the field to alleviate this as soon as the weather permits. The Chairman expressed his thanks to the land owner for helping to resolve this issue.
5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

NC’s report had been previously circulated. 
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) Planning Applications Received:

i) App No: 21/00233/HOU Extension to the front of existing garage. Location: Treetops, Rectory Lane, Hardington Mandeville. A resolution was passed that the council have no objections to this application.
b) There were no planning applications received after publication of this agenda.

c) Results of previous applications:

i)  App No: 20/02624/FUL The erection of new dwelling. Location: Land Adjacent To Peach Tree Cottage, North Lane. Applicant: Mr and Ms K Sealey.  Application refused.
7. HIGHWAYS 
a)  AM has reported a number of road surface issues in his monthly report to SCC Highways.  He has also asked them to jet the drains on North Lane.
b)  The collapsed barrier fencing at the bottom of North Lane and also on Wimborough Lane near the Sewerage works have been reported.
c)  SCC have said they intend to add a gully to divert the flow of water on Primrose Hill at some point.
d)  JC said there is a deep pothole on the road to Lime Kiln Farm. AM agreed to report this to SCC.
8. FOOTPATHS

a) RC stated he was still chasing SCC for updates to the bridleway status of Y10/50 Moor Lane to North Lane.
b) RC reported that there was no further information regarding the objection to the Coldharbour Lane modification order to make this a Restricted Byway.

c) RC has requested galvanised footpath gates to replace the deteriorating stiles for Y10/12 and Y7/5 (Windmill Hill to Pendomer). RC has also requested a 14ft field gate with an integrated pedestrian gate to replace the current field gate at the top of Windmill Hill. 
9. PARISH ISSUES
a) BW has so far had one other volunteer offer to help restore the telephone boxes to a usable standard. 
b) RC is still hoping to progress the “Wildlife Corridor” project. He is waiting to hear back from landowners in order to put a map together for the project. 
10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) The Clerk reported that the installation of the new equipment has been scheduled for the end of April.  The equipment has been ordered (a 50% deposit of £1973 has been paid to Huck Netts for the Rope Swinger). The Clerk has requested the equipment be delivered to the installer’s premises a week prior to the installation.
b) The Chairman thanked Ben Turner for cutting the Community Field hedges.
c) JC reported finding unpleasant evidence of couples visiting the field at night-time! It was viewed that little could be done as it is not feasible to lock the gate every night. 
11. RISK MANAGEMENT

a) None.
12. FINANCE
a) The Bank Reconciliation at 31st December 2020 was approved.

b) The Clerk’s hours for January (21 hours) were approved. 

c) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices:

Information Commissioner – Data Protection fee

                  

 £40.00

13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The following tasks were carried out in February:
· North Lane culvert dug out and cleared.

· Rotten posts near village pump replaced.

· Leaves around village hall cleared.
· Started rubbing down notice board to stain.  
b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for March:
· Clear drain on North Lane from inside the adjacent field.

· Re-set leaning footpath sign at top of Windmill Hill.

· Re-set leaning post in gateway opposite Winyards
· Finish re-painting signpost at the bottom of Pen Lane.

· Apply preservative treatment to Community Field equipment.

The Clark reported that the Ranger has said the Village Hall garage door needs repairing and asked if someone from the VHC could investigate this.

14. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) None
15. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

John Gilmore reported that the recommended 5-yearly electrical inspection of the Village Hall had taken place on the 11th December. The Inspection identified 14 ‘C2’ (potentially dangerous) items and 18 ’C3’ (recommended) items. Four estimates to carry out the work to address these issues (excluding item 10 – the stage lighting), have been received.  While they weren’t the cheapest estimate, JG recommended accepting the Bowsher estimate as they had carried out work for the VHC before and they have been happy with their standard of work. The VHC would like the PC to pay for the cost of the electrical work.
JG felt there had been poor communication between the PC and the VHC regarding potential grant funding and would like to see this improved.

Gina Seaton has been investigating possible grant funding options and believes the PC may be able to apply for a £1K grant for the work from the SSDC Locality Team. 

Peter Gubbins stated that it may actually be possible to apply for a 50% grant if the VHC/PC can match fund this amount. Although the grant would have to be agreed before the work is carried out, and not after.

The Clerk stated that, as the approval to fund the electrical work was not on the meeting agenda (the request was received too late to amend the agenda), that no decision should be taken at the meeting.

The Chairman proposed the approval of the funding for the electrical work be put on the agenda for March, with the view to accept the Bowshers estimate.
16. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

a) Chairman: The Chairman reported that Ernest Kong will be leaving the village in the near future following his house sale.
b) Councilors: None.
c) Clerk: None.
17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE

The meeting closed at 8.26pm.  The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 16th March 2021 at 7.30pm by video conference.  
