MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 21st FEBRUARY 2023 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








             Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter, Richard Beatson, Robert Halls, Malcolm White, Peter Higgins, Joanna Szmaj. Mark Pollock, Gina Seaton (District Councillor) and Mike Hewitson (County Councillor).
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 7 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner asked if any repairs were going to be made to the damaged verge and footpath steps as a result of groundworks for the new development on Broadstone Lane. The Clerk read an email from the groundworks contractor stating they intended to repair the footpath steps this week, but that they could not do anything more to restore the verge as it was not a grass bank and was previously overgrown with weeds (and they could not be expected to turf it due to the gradient).
A parishioner gave details of their objections to the amended planning application for a reduced pub area and manager’s accommodation at the Mandeville Arms.

David Griffiths (neighbourhood watch co-ordinator) reported that he has been in contact with the local PCSO and that she would be happy to attend PC meetings if required.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Oliver Patrick (County Councillor) and Paul Humby (Highways representative).
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 17th JANUARY 2023 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
4. MATTERS OF REPORT 

The Parish Council were disappointed to receive notification of the proposal to put Hardington Parish in the “Local Community Network (LCN) group 11 - Crewkerne and Ilminster” rather than “LCN group 9 - Yeovil” which was their preference.
Cllr Neal of West Coker Parish Council has written a response on behalf of local parishes, proposing that Closworth, Hardington, East Chinnock, Odcombe and Montacute, should be grouped within the same LCN as East Coker and West Coker (LCN 9 Yeovil).  A resolution was passed in support of Cllr Neal’s proposal and it was agreed the clerk should write to the relevant authorities stating this.
5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

Cllr Patrick and Cllr Hewitsons’ combined report was previously circulated. Cllr Seaton and Cllr Hewitson gave details of the latest District Council and County Council news.
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) Planning applications received after publication of the agenda:

App: 19/03296/FUL Proposed alterations to public house to provide a remodeled public house with reduction in commercial floor space and provision of enlarged managers accommodation Location:The Mandeville Arms. 
The original application submitted in 2019 proposed remodeling of the building, so that the 'public house' area was significantly reduced. It included 3 apartments (2 ground floor, 1 first floor), and 4 letting rooms. The new application proposes the same size reduced pub area, but removes the apartments and letting rooms to include 'Managers accommodation' consisting of 4 double bedrooms upstairs (3 ensuite) and a kitchen/living area downstairs.

The justification for this change is that this application can be determined now, whereas the previous 2019 application will continue to be held up until the Phosphate pollution mitigation plans are in place. Following discussion, a resolution was passed to object to the amended application on the grounds that there is not enough parking, for pub customers, staff, and a manager and his family (also taking into account the potential loss of parking should permission for two dwellings behind the Mandeville Arms be granted at some time in the future).
b) The Local Planning authority have issued their new ‘Somerset Statement of Community Involvement in Planning’ document in preparation for the new Somerset Unitary Council from April 2023.  They are running a consultation on this until 16th March 2023. The new SCI sets out how Somerset Council will involve communities, organisations and other interested parties in the planning process. There is an online questionnaire which allows feedback of any comments on the document. It was agreed that Councillors should make individual comments if they wish to.
c) The damage to the verge and footpath steps as a result of the groundworks for the Broadstone Lane housing development was discussed. They contractors have stated they will restore the footpaths steps but feel that little can be done to restore the formerly established wild verge.  The Clerk took an action to ask the contractors to re-seed the verge.
d) The Chairman has been contacted by a parishioner of West Coker Hill concerned that the very large sludge tank (7.5m high, 3.5m diameter) proposed on plans by Wessex Water as part of their upgrade to existing works, will potentially be rather prominent from a distance. It was decided that as the treatment works clearly needs upgrading to meet standards, that this tank must be required and the PC would not take any further action.

7. HIGHWAYS 
a)  Paul Humby has kindly volunteered to take on the role of Highways Representative. In addition, a generic email, highways@hardington.net has been set up for this purpose.
b)  The PC have received notification of a temporary road closure at Pen Cross Lane.  The work is expected to commence on 27th February and last for 5 days to enable Wessex Internet to carry out connection works. 
c) A resolution was passed for the Clerk to purchase a large grit bin to be located at the top of the High Street.

d) A resolution was passed for the Clerk to purchase a small grit bin to be located on Bishops Lane.

8. FOOTPATHS

a) There was no update regarding the footpath gates for Y10/12 and Y7/5 which are on SCC’s list for replacement.
b) The replacement footpath gate for the footpath behind the church to Rectory Lane has been installed.
c) The Chairman has requested a replacement footpath gate for Y10/11 (near Eastfield), where the stile has collapsed.

9. PARISH ISSUES
a) The Chairman is investigating as to whether any other spare parts maybe required, before ordering the new door frame for the phone box opposite the Mandeville Arms.  
b) The website administrator has requested that Councillors regularly archive/delete emails on their ‘hardington.net’ accounts as email storage for these individual accounts is limited to 512mb.

c) The PC have received a letter from St.Marys PCC asking if they would consider the purchase of a field within the parish to provide future burial plots (there are only 8-10 spaces remaining in the Churchyard). Lengthy discussion took place on this subject, including locations and funding. The Clerk agreed to determine if the PC have the necessary powers to do this. The Chairman suggested putting something in the Messenger asking if parishioners would like to see precept money spent on this.
d) This year’s picnic-in-the-park event (funded by the mary-wang foundation) will be held to mark the coronation celebrations on Sunday, 7th May.  The next planning meeting is being held on Monday 13th March at 7.30pm in the village hall.

e) The Messenger printing costs have recently increased to over £100 per month and the newsletter will not be able to continue without additional funding.  It was suggested that advertising revenue should be considered. The Parish Council are happy to contribute and a resolution was passed to donate £500 towards printing costs.
10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) The manufacturers of the trapeze bars, Homefront, have supplied a cross bar to replace the existing one which is showing significant signs of rot. 
b) Cllr Higgins agreed to put a note in the Messenger gauging interest in upgrading the bike track.  
c) The Chairman reported that work to rebuild the damaged BBQ has begun. 
11. FINANCE
a) The Bank Reconciliation at 31/12/23 has been approved by the internal auditor.

b) The Clerk reported her hours for January (22 hours).
c) £2323.57 has been received from SSDC regarding the S.106 money for the Nursery Gardens development, received for youth facilities (ie. the basketball court).
d) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices:

· SSDC Ranger scheme January 2023 (£160.06 + VAT£32.01)


£192.07

· Information Commissioner – Data protection renewal fee



  £40.00

· David Griffiths – Reimbursement for Neighbourhood-watch stickers/posters
  £30.35

12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The Ranger has cleared drains, gullies and detritus from various areas in the village.
b) The following tasks are currently on the Ranger’s list:
· Clear brambles on footpath Y10/20 (Penn Lane to Broadstone Lane)

· Clear drains around Hill End and along Barry Lane towards Broad Hill.

· Cut back the hedge around the Moor Lane phone box.

· Stain Hardington Moor Notice board.
13. CORRESPONDENCE 
None.
14. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

The VHC has installed new lampshades and the disabled toilets are nearing completion.
15. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Chairman: None.
Councilors: Cllr Higgins asked if there was update regarding SSC providing some gravel for the muddy areas of Y10/50. The Chairman agreed to contact the SCC Rights of Way department to ask if this is an option.
Clerk: None.
16. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 8.50pm.  The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, 21st March at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.  
