MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 15th JANUARY 2019 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Ernest Kong (Vice Chairman), Malcolm White, Andy Webb, Clare Middleton, Jane Humby, Gina Seaton (District Councillor) and Mark Keating (County Councillor) 
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 26 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
Several parishioners spoke regarding the planning application for 3 new dwellings on land North of Tall Elms.  The reasons given for their objections included:

1) The increased traffic hazard as a result of allowing site access on the double bend on Broadstone Lane, 

2) The lack of evidence provided in the application that the proposed development meets an identifiable housing need (as required by SSDC policy SS2)
3) Some felt that the village requires smaller, more-affordable housing rather than any additional large 4-bedroomed houses.

4) The effect on the heritage value of the historic wall, green door and Hardington House were highlighted.

5) Concerns were raised that a development such as this may set a precedent for further applications on undeveloped areas.

It was suggested that allowing access from Rectory Lane may be more desirable and should be investigated.  A parishioner expressed their view that increasing traffic on Rectory Lane would also result in an increased traffic hazard and should not be considered.

A parishioner spoke in support of the application stating that people should not always make the presumption that developments are detrimental to the village.

A representative from Brimble Lee, who are the applicant’s agents, then gave a brief presentation to respond to the issues raised. He highlighted that one of the dwellings would be a bungalow, therefore allowing for downsizing.  The new access would be set back allowing for improved visibility, a new passing point and also safe pedestrian access would be provided. A highways representative has been consulted and they are happy with the proposal.  A Planning Officer and Tree Officer have also been involved in the consultations and are also happy with the proposal.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
None.
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 20th NOVEMBER 2018 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct records of the meeting.

3. PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY
Catherine Hyde-Phillips was co-opted to join the Parish Council.  Catherine then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and joined the meeting. 
4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

CM declared an interest in item 7ai).

JH declared an interest in item 7d).
AW declared an interest in item 8c).
5. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

Following CM’s query as to why the village missed out on the opportunity to display large poppies for Remembrance Day, as seen in many neighboring villages, NC reported that she had contacted the East Coker and West Coker Clerks and the display of poppies was not a Parish Council-led initiative.

6. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

Mark Keating, whose report had been previously circulated, discussed several topics:

· SCC have received extra money for children’s services and highways work and are expected to meet their budget for the financial year.

· The subsidized bus routes consultation has been cancelled due to improving finances.
· Mike Fear’s replacement at SCC Highways is (?)
Gina Seaton reported that there were two new consultations taking place: One for the draft rural housing plan and the other for the 5-year housing supply. GS also reported that there is a new PCSO for the area and she will be holding monthly meetings in East Coker.

7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) The following application was received:

i) App no: 18/03891/FUL The erection of 3 dwellings and formation of a new vehicular access at Land North of Tall Elms, Broadstone Lane, Hardington Mandeville. Applicant Mr G Boord.

The Chairman stated that while CM had declared an interest in this application, he was happy for her to make comment on it as it was a non-prejudicial interest. All Councilors were in turn asked their views on this application and following lengthy discussion, voted unanimously to object to it.  The Clerk agreed to draft a letter and asked that councilors review it the following evening so that it can be submitted asap.

b) There were no planning applications received after publication of this agenda.  The Chairman reported that a notice has been received to carry out tree surgery work to a Chestnut Tree with a TPO on it at the Walled Garden, Rectory Lane.
c) The following results of applications were received:
i) App no:18/03130/S73 Application to vary condition 2 (approved plans) of approval 17/04198/REM Location: Land adjacent to Finials, Rectory Lane. Applicant: Mr B White. Application approved.

ii) App no: 18/03130/FUL Demolition of existing building and erection of a detached dwelling with associated access and works (Amendment to extant consented scheme 16/00719/OUT and 17/04198/REM). Location: Land adjacent to Finials, Rectory Lane. Applicant: Mr B White. Application approved.

iii) App no: 18/03613/HOU Alterations and the erection of a two storey side and front extension to the dwelling house to form an annexe. Location: Hill End House, Hill End. Applicant: Mrs S M Chapman. Application approved.

d) Work has now started on the Moor End Nursery site. The Chairman stated that the residents of Moor Lane were very grateful to Malcolm and James White who have allowed the developers site access via the Royal Oak Farm and requested a record of thanks.
e) The Chairman reported that enforcement complaint ref 18/00388/OPERA has been raised regarding the erection of a building and use of land at Hardington Marsh.

f) The Chairman reported that an application is expected to be submitted regarding the unapproved mobile home at Holtens, near Hill End .

g) The Chairman read out Jane Green, SSDC planning officer’s, update regarding Oakenlea,, West Coker Hill:
“I visited the site on Wednesday 05 December 2018 and met with the Planning agent, Paul Rowe and his client Mr King to assess the Parish Council concerns and other than a small discrepancy in the distance to the boundary fence with Frontell House (in the neighbours favour) the development is built in accordance with the approved plans of decision 18/01364/FUL.  It is not considered expedient to take formal enforcement action over a 0.1m discrepancy. I therefore write to thank you for bringing the matters to our attention and advise you that the file is now closed.”
8. HIGHWAYS 
a) AW reported that since SCC highways carried out some work to the drains on Pig Hill on 17th November, there has been excessive surface water running from the drain at the top of the hill onto the driveway of Moor Cottage and also along the frontage of the village shop.  This has been investigated using camera and it would appear that the work somehow caused a blockage.  SCC Highways have said it is not their responsibility.  AW is pursuing this through his home insurance. ND agreed to continue to pursue this with SCC. MK also asked for details to be sent to him so that he could look into this further.
b) ND agreed to contact SCC to ensure that at least temporary repairs are made to the Moor Lane potholes. 
c) It was reported that the Primrose Hill pothole had been repaired.
9. PARISH ISSUES
a) RC stated that the defibrillator battery pack and pads expire in the next few months and will need to be replaced at a cost of £130.68.  MW thought it would be useful to have another training session for use of the defibrillator.  RC agreed to make enquiries regarding this.  
10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) RC has repaired the gate bolt that had been bent by someone driving into the gate. He has also laid some gravel at the entrance and exit of the tunnel where excess rain-water collects.
b) RC felt that the new litter bin was helping to alleviate the litter problem experienced last year, although this would not be fully tested until the Summer time.
c) CH commented that there was a large quantity of dog poo at the field again.  RC felt that some of this was probably wild animal feaces.  This is an ongoing issue, with limited options to resolve it.

11. RISK MANAGEMENT

a) There were no issues.
12. FINANCE
a) The Bank Reconciliation review was postponed until February’s meeting.

b) The Budget Analysis review was postponed until February’s meeting.

c) The budget and precept for 2019-20 was discussed.  A resolution was passed to keep the precept at the same amount as last year, £15,000.  The Clerk had researched noticeboards and for a replacement similar-sized double-door oak noticeboard the cost was at least £1200.  The Clerk agreed to get a quote from a local carpenter.
d) The Clerk’s hours for November (21.5 hours) and December (3 hours) were approved.

e) A resolution was passed to pay the Clerk salary for October, November and December (455.00), expenses (£35.78 (inc VAT £2.00)) and mileage (£10.80) = £501.58

f) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoice:

· AED Locator (EU) Ltd. – Defibrillator monitoring service (£49.00 + VAT £9.80)
£58.80

13. FOOTPATHS

a) RC reported that repairs to footpaths reported in November were ongoing.
14. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The following tasks were carried out by the Ranger in December:

· Rub down and paint village hall gate

· Render patches on old part village hall and repaint the rest

· Clear out culvert at playing fields and open gullies

· Clear all drains around village

· Clear up around church.
b) The following tasks were carried out by the Ranger in January:

· Village Hall stain gate post/sign board

· Sand down boiler room old door and repaint  
· Sandtex old part village hall and around front door

· Litter pick Hardington Moor and clear gullies/drains.
c) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for February:
· Dig out ditch on Moor lane end of path between Moor Lane and Village shop.

· Dig out ditch on North Lane below double gateway.

· Clear leaves around Village Hall.
· Strim around metal bench on lower part of Penn Lane (below Townsend Farm).

· Scrape silt build-up from the road at the bottom of Lyatts Hill.

15. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) The Clerk is attending the SSDC Election Information Sessions for Town and Parish Clerks 27th February.
b) The Clerk agreed to investigate councilor training courses for CH.

16. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

a) Work is being carried out to the storage area at the back of the hall.  There are currently 70 people signed up for the 100 club and so there is still an opportunity to join if interested. The Tea & Toes sessions are fully booked for the next few weeks.
17.  MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

a) Chairman: 
b) Councilors: 
CM asked that any relevant consultations be put on the agenda for discussion at meetings.  The Clerk requested that Councilors inform her if they wish a particular topic to be put on the agenda as it is not always easy to determine if Councilors wish to discuss issues at the meetings.

CM stated she would like to take on the organization of a village litter pick event.  The Clerk agreed to send her the necessary details for this.

c) Clerk: None.

18. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE

The next meeting Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 19th February 2019 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm. The meeting closed at 9.30pm.
After the meeting there was an opportunity for the public to speak: 
A parishioner stated that they were disheartened by the SSDC response regarding the Oakenlea application.  Despite numerous objections the application did not go to committee.  Also, in relation to the boundary issue, there were discrepancies with the plans and while one plan may have been accurate, not all were.
