MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 21st JANUARY 2020 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Ernest Kong, Andrew Webb, Malcolm White, Jane Creed, and Clare Middleton, Mark Keating (County Councillor), Nicola Clark (District Councillor) and Gina Seaton (District Councillor).

In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 19 Members of the Public.

The Chairman noted that the ‘District and County Councilor’s Report’ section had been unintentionally omitted from the agenda and would be inserted as section 5a.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
Shaun Travers from Boon Brown summarized the outline application for two 4-bedroom houses at Walnut Tree Farm. There is no agricultural need for the somewhat dilapidated barn.  Permitted development allows a change of structure such as barns to dwellings, but the applicant felt that refurbishing the barn was not feasible and preferred to demolish it and build 2 dwellings in its place.
A parishioner asked if there was really a need for any more 4-bedroom houses in the village in addition to the 15 or so new houses already being built in the village.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Neil Dyer.
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 19th NOVEMBER 2019 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved and signed by the acting Chairman as correct records of the meeting.

3. NOTICE OF COUNCILLOR RESIGNATION AND VACANCY

Having received her resignation letter, the Chairman thanked Catherine Hyde-Phllips for her contribution to the Parish Council over the last year. There is therefore a vacancy on the Parish Council; if you are interested please contact myself or a member of the Parish Council for further details.

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
5. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

None.

5a.  DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

MK and NC’s reports had been previously circulated.
MK spoke about the proposed ‘single unitary authority’.  

He reported that he is still waiting for a response regarding the Rectory Lane footpath application and the request that it may be taken “out-of-turn”.
GS reported that the Keyford development site (approx. 800 houses with only 15% affordable housing) has now been approved. 
She also reported that the Leonardo’s application for a new runway has been passed and that the new Rotary Blade Innovation Centre was in progress.

6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) The Chairman made a statement summarizing his views on development within the village.  The South Somerset Local Plan states that rural settlements are considered as locations where there will be a presumption against development unless key sustainability criteria can be met, and considered as open countryside for planning purposes. Exceptions described in SS2 are: provision of employment, creation/enhancement of community facilities, meeting identified housing needs, commensurate with scale and character, increase sustainability, support of the local community.  

A high number of new dwellings have already been approved in the last couple of years and if they are not required to meet this sustainability criteria then the floodgates to many more similar applications could be open. There were also concerns that the narrow village roads will not be able to cope with all the extra traffic associated with so many new houses.  The possibility of a neighbourhood plan as a way of capturing the parish’s thoughts on future development was once again discussed.
b) The following planning applications were received:

i) App No: 19/03297/OUT Outline application for the redevelopment of the land for three dwellings including access, layout and scale. Location: the Mandeville Arms. High Street. Applicant: Mr T Bean.

ii) App No: 19/03296/FUL Proposed alterations to public house to provide a remodelled public house with four letting rooms and three apartments. Location: the Mandeville Arms. High Street. Applicant: Mr T Bean. 
The parish council objected to both applications principally on the grounds of over-development.  The plans try to fit too many dwellings into too small a space.  Parking will be a major problem, potentially over-flowing onto the surrounding road and there are concerns that the pub would not be viable on this reduced scale (with very limited parking). This over-crowded development is not in-keeping with the character of the village.

iii) App No: 19/03311/COL Certificate of lawfulness for the continued use of existing static caravan ancillary to dwelling (use Class C3). Location: Ridgemoor, Hardington Moor.  Applicant: Mr Peter Whiteman. There were no comments.
iv) App No: 19/03324 Outline application for the demolition of existing agricultural buildings and the erection of 2 No. dwellings. Location: Walnut tree Farm, Lyatts. Applicant Mrs S Collins.  Concerns were raised that this is yet another application that does not meet the South Somerset Local Plan ‘presumption against development’ in rural settlements. The Parish Council agreed to object on these grounds.

c) There were no planning applications received after publication of this agenda.

d) The following application was received with a deadline prior to the January meeting:

i) App No: 19/03188/HOU Alterations and erection of a two-storey extension to form new entrance at front of dwelling-house and erection of a detached double garage with home office/storage space in the roof above. Location: Windrush, Pig Hill. Applicant: Mr and Mrs Montrose. The PC were happy with the proposal in principle but asked that consideration is given to moving the proposed garage further back from the front of the property so that it is not so imposing.
e) The following results of previous applications were received.

i) App no: 19/02891/HOU. Proposed extension to dwelling, the erection of a garage and alterations to existing access. Location: Robin Hill, High Street. Applicant Mr G Marshall. Application Approved.
ii) App no: 19/02458/LBC Alterations to rebuild/repair damaged gate piers and to increase distance between piers. Location: Hardington house, Wimborough Lane. Applicant: Mr Simon Paxton. Application Approved. 

iii)  App no:19/02903/HOU Alterations for the conversion of an existing detached garage into a home office and the creation of a dormer window to east elevation.  Location: Smithfields, High Street. Applicant: Mr A Taylor.  Application Approved.
f) There were no further updates relating to the unapproved mobile home, barn and use of land at Hardington Marsh.

g) For information only: App no: 19/02878/TPO Application to carry out tree works to 1 no. Ash as shown within the SSDC TPO 1994 confirmed 01/06/94. Location: Sycamore Cottage, Rectory Lane. Applicant: Faith Harrell.

h) There were no other planning issues.

7. HIGHWAYS 
a) ND reported that all but one of the road issues that have been raised this month will be repaired within 28 days.
b) With regards to the speeding issue on West Coker Hill, MK has asked SCC to provide results of the speeding survey previously carried out on West Coker Hill, but no response has been received yet. 
c) Regarding the collapsing east end of the wall along the triangle at the top of North Lane, an inspector from the SCC Structures department was sent out to look at the wall in November.  The wall is currently not listed on their database.  They are therefore adding it to their database along with the work required which will be addressed in due course.
d) It was agreed that Ernest’s gate at the Community Field end of the Moor Lane Bridleway would not be replaced as it is no longer needed.  RC agreed to remove the gatepost.
e) ND reported that the neighbourhood watch signs have been damaged by hedge trimming/old age.  The Clerk agreed to investigate whether these should be replaced or removed.

f) It was agreed that painting the lettering black on the ‘Pendomer’ signpost at the bottom on Penn Lane should be added to the list of Ranger jobs.

g) RC explained that Shepperton Homes want to add priority markings at the entrance of the new development (giving prioritized right of way to the new houses).  RC believes this is not necessary and that the safest approach for all road users is to have no road markings, as this encourages drivers to slow down at road junctions.  There has been quite a lot of conflicting correspondence on this subject involving Shepperton Homes, SCC Highways and SSDC Planning.  It was agreed the Clerk should write to SSDC stating that the PC would like there to be no priority markings at this junction.
8. FOOTPATHS

a) The PC are still waiting for a response to their letter to Mr Saint (Rights of Way Officer) asking him to consider fast-tracking the investigation of the Rectory Lane application.  
b) Notice has been received from SCC of their decision to make an order to modify the Definitive Map to include a restricted byway along Cold Harbour Lane.

c) RC reported that he had been informed by SCC’s legal representative that the right of way between Moor Lane to the Community Field (Y10/50) has not yet been legally recognized as a Bridleway despite Ernest’s dedication. The reason given was that SCC did not have proof that Ernest owned the land. RC has now sent evidence of ownership and hopes that this will soon be resolved.
9. PARISH ISSUES
a) CM is organizing a village litter pick for Saturday 4th March and will put a note in the Messenger advertising this.

b) JH stated that she believes the village should hold an event for the VE Day celebrations (Friday 8th May). This could be held at the Community Field.  JH agreed to puta note in the Messenger asking for ideas and volunteers to help organize this event.
c) In response to a note in the Messenger asking for opinions on the future of the two redundant red telephone kiosks, a couple of emails were received stating that they would like to see them remain. 
10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) The Community Field was the target of vandals in December when a vehicle was driven around the field. As a result, it was decided that a combination lock should be placed on the inner gates. The combination can be obtained from members of the PC or the Clerk as required.
b) SSDC have provided a quote and some rough sketches to replace the timber play structures. The Toy Barn have also proposed some replacement equipment.  It was agreed further details would be required from the Toy Barn and that this would be discussed at February’s meeting.
c) RC has agreed to get a team together to sand-down and repaint the goalposts once the weather has improved.  

d) Following a note in the Messenger asking for input, only one response was received expressing interest in an outdoor table-tennis table.  It was decided that this was not enough to justify the expense.
11. RISK MANAGEMENT

a) There were no issues.
12. FINANCE
a) The Bank Reconciliation at 31st December 2019 was approved.

b) The Budget Analysis for Quarter 3 2019 was reviewed.  

c) The draft budget plan for 2020-21 was discussed. Following discussion, a resolution was passed to set the precept for 2020-21 at £14000 (previous year £15000).
d) The Clerk’s hours for November (21.5 hours) and December (8 hours) were approved. 

e) A resolution was passed to pay the Clerk salary for October, November and December (£566.50), expenses (£20.61 (inc VAT £3.44)) and mileage (£10.80) = £597.91

f) A resolution was passed to approve the following payments:

- AED Locator (EU) Ltd.-3 months Defibrillator monitoring service (£12.25 + VAT £2.45)
 £14.70

     - N Chapman – Re-imbursement for Community Field Signs



             £20.99

- SSDC – Ranger Scheme Qtr 3 Oct-Dec £382.50+ VAT £76.50



           £459.00

13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The following tasks were carried out by the Ranger in December:

· Progressed replacement of 2 stiles on footpath Y10/11.
· Cleared leaves at village hall.
b) The following tasks were carried out by the Ranger in January:

· Cleared North Lane drain.

· Continued replacement of 2 stiles on footpath Y10/11.
· Started clearing drains around village.
c) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for October:
· Complete 2 x stile replacement with metal footpath gates on Y10/11

· Complete repairs to fencing on footpath from Moor Lane to the shop.  
· Clear gullies along Broadstone Lane.
· Clear drain near entrance to Walnut Tree Farm

· Finish painting the lettering black on the ‘Pendomer’ signpost at the bottom on Penn Lane.
14. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) Coffee with a Copper/Crime Prevention Initiative. Those who attended the previous session thought this this was a useful initiative. Having only recently had this meeting in October it was thought a date later in the year would be more suitable.
b) Great Parish Tree Giveaway. SSDC are offering parishes the chance to claim some free trees for planting in the parish. It was agreed the Clerk should put in an expression of interest for 20 trees.
c) Services and facilities audit survey 2020.  It was agreed the Clerk would complete this on behalf of the PC.
15. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

a) AW reported that in addition to the flat roof repairs, the other projects currently being progressed are the disabled parking bay and the disabled toilets (rising damp problem).
b) Three quotes for the flat roof repairs have been received and circulated.  The VHC have applied for a 50% grant from SSDC to fund the project. A resolution was passed for the remaining 50% (up to £7500) to be paid for from PC funds.
16. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

a) Chairman: None.
b) Councilors: None.
c) Clerk: None.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 18th February 2020 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.  The meeting closed at 9.35pm.
After the meeting there was an opportunity for the public to speak: 
A parishioner complained that there has been a lot of dog faeces along the High Street and around the Village Hall.  It was thought that this could be caused by the farm dogs in the area.  The PC agreed to write a letter to the farm owners asking them to ensure that they are clearing up after their dogs.
