MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 19th JANUARY 2021 BY VIDEO CONFERENCE
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








             Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Ernest Kong, Bernie White, Malcolm White, Jane Creed, Andy Webb, Clare Middleton, Gina Seaton (District Councillor) and Nicola Clark (District Councillor).

In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 8 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
No items were brought for discussion.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Mark Keating (County Councillor) 
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 17th NOVEMBER 2020 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

   None.
4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

The Chairman reported that a review of the Clerk’s salary had taken place (with the public excluded) following November’s meeting. The salary has now been aligned with NALC’s pay scales.  
5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

MK and NC’s reports had been previously circulated. 
NC has been part of the scrutiny committee for the Octagon theatre project and has been very impressed with the changes proposed. 
GS asked for the PC’s support in promoting the importance of the 2021 census, taking place on 21st March.
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) Planning Applications Received:

i) App No: 20/03498/HOU Removal of existing open porch canopy and replace with an enclosed structure. Location: St Marys House, West Coker Hill. A resolution was passed that the council support this application.
b) There were no planning applications received after publication of this agenda.

c) Results of previous applications:

i) App No: 20/02823/S73 Application to vary condition 2 (approved plans) of approval 20/01311/HOU to raise the eaves further and remove the dormer windows. Location: Orchard Cottage, Moor Lane. Application approved.
ii) App No: 20/02558/FUL Erection of five dwellings, improvements to existing access and associated works.  Location: Land Rear of Rydon Farm High Street Hardington Mandeville. Application withdrawn.

d) Advice of appeal receipt APP/R3325/W/20/3260772 Erection of 2 dwellings. Land OS 2972 Partway Lane. A letter has been sent to the planning inspectorate re-iterating the PC’s objections.
e) An update on the Phosphate planning issue has been circulated. Somerset councils are collectively working together to determine both interim and long-term solutions to mitigate the impact of new development proposals with the use of nutrient off-setting schemes.
7. HIGHWAYS 
a)  AM has reported collapsed barrier fencing at the bottom of North Lane and also on Wimborough Lane near the Sewerage works.
b)  AM has received the original SCC correspondence from March 2007 regarding the adoption of the Moor Lane to Shop footpath. This clearly indicates it is SCC’s responsibility to maintain the footpath, although not necessarily to highways standard.
c)  AM also wrote to SCC regarding the amount of water and debris running off the field on the top corner of Pig Hill. SCC stated there is nothing they can do about this as it is the responsibility of the landowner. It was agreed the Clerk should write to the landowner asking if he can commit a timescale to re-piping the surface water into a ditch, which has previously been discussed.
d) The surface water on Primrose Hill is still excessive (it appears to avoid all the drains recently installed). SCC have said that nothing more can be done other than more regular drain clearing.

e)  AM agreed to follow up the possibility of SCC jetting the drains on North Lane as they have not been done for a very long time and would appear to be continually blocked.
f)  AM reported that several parishioners have recently complained of vehicle damage to verges. It was agreed that he would put a note on the Hardington facebook group asking for people to take a little more care at this time of year.
g)  It was agreed the Clerk would chase up progress on the grit-bin re-filling that SCC have said would be carried out for this winter period.

8. FOOTPATHS

a) RC reported that he was annoyed to have been informed that Shepperton Homes have objected to the bridleway status of Y10/50 Moor Lane to North Lane as he had been informed their reason for objection was to put pressure on SCC to adopt the section of Highway concerned. It was agreed the Clerk should write to Shepperton Homes asking them to withdraw their objection as it is unjustified.
b) An objection to the Coldharbour Lane modification order to make this a Restricted Byway has been received by SCC. The objection has been made by a Somerset resident, although not local to Hardington. The Chairman had assumed anonymous objections are not allowed and has contacted SCC and the Ramblers Association for clarification on this.

c) A parishioner has enquired as to whether wire could be attached to the stile steps on Barry Lane to make it less slippery. It was agreed to add this to the Ranger list of tasks. 
d) Having received parishioner concerns regarding the very muddy footpath that runs alongside Waterfalls, RC contacted the developer to ask if this could be addressed. The developer offered to use some wood-chippings to improve the surface, but East Coker PC requested that he should not do this without permission.
e) There is a collapsing bridge and stile on Y10/46 (Milcombe Farm to east Chinnock) near the intersection of Y10/45. The footpath briefly crosses to the North side of Chinnock brook (approx. 100 yards), before returning to the South side. The obvious resolution to avoid the cost of repairs to the bridge/stile would be to create a simple footpath diversion so that it does not cross over to the North side.  Unfortunately, footpath diversions are very expensive to implement. RC is making enquiries regarding this.
f) A new gate has been installed on Y10/52 (Nature Reserve to ridge) by the landowner. The Chairman has highlighted that this requires appropriate permission, which may include altering the latch to make it useable by horse-riders.
9. PARISH ISSUES
a) The Clerk has received emails from parishioners, unhappy about the significant amount of litter that is dropped from recycling collection vehicles following their weekly collection.  It was agreed the Clerk should write a letter to SSDC asking if more care could be taken to prevent this. 

b) A project manager for co-ordinating the work required to restore the telephone boxes to a usable standard still needs to be found.  BW agreed to put a note in the Messenger relating to this. 
c) RC has written to local farmers regarding a potential “Wildlife Corridor” project. He has received responses from some but is still waiting to hear back from others. 
10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) The Chairman thanked Rob White for his help in replacing the broken zip line seat.

b) As SSDC are no longer able to carry out the work to replace the rotting equipment due to the COVID restrictions, the Clerk investigated and alternative options. This included a Mini Rope End Swinger and 3 Robinia Balance beams and 9 balance steps (similar to existing).  The Clerk circulated approximate costs for supply and installation.  The total for both sets of equipment was approximately £7500 which is the same amount set aside for this work in the current year’s budget. A resolution was passed to approve this equipment and the Clerk agreed to proceed with the ordering.
c) As the PC is currently happy with the standard of grass cutting, it was decided a review of the ground maintenance contract was not required at this time.

d) Mr B Turner has kindly agreed to cut the Community Field hedges for £100 once the weather allows.

e) Following investigation, RC has been informed that Barrettine Premier is a clear wood preservative that will allow safe use of treated wood within 24 hours.  It was agreed to consider using this on the community field equipment once the weather permits.

11. RISK MANAGEMENT

a) None.
12. FINANCE
a) Review of the Bank Reconciliation at 31st December 2020 was postponed.

b) Review of the Budget Analysis at 31st December 2020 was postponed.

c) The final spending budget for 2021-22 was approved. A resolution was passed to set the precept for 2021-22 at £14,000 (as per 2020-21).

d) The Clerk’s hours for November (21 hours) and December (14 hours) were approved. 

e) A resolution was passed to pay the Clerk salary for Qtr 3 (£697.68), Salary adjustment Qtr 1&2 (£147.56), expenses (£2.28) and mileage (£1.80) = £849.32.
f) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices:

N Chapman – re-imbursement for Nature Reserve Dog poo bin



£129.08

N Chapman – re-imbursement for Zip line seat





  £83.20

SSDC Community Premises Licence fee






  £70.00

13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The following tasks were carried out in November & December:
· Cleared North Lane Culverts

· Cut back Elder from behind Notice Board

· Strimmed around Pen Lane bench
· Cleared leaves from around Village Hall & Church

· Cleared drains from Primrose hill to shop

· Strimmed around village signs and lyatts grit bin
· Strimmed Moor Lane

· Repaired stile on Barry Lane

· Rodded North Lane Culverts

· Cleared litter on Lyatts and removed branches from verges.

b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for October:
· Re-set leaning footpath sign at top of Windmill Hill.

· Re-set leaning post in gateway opposite Winyards
· Replace rotten post near village pump.

· Finish re-painting signpost at the bottom of Pen Lane.

· Apply preservative treatment to Community Field equipment.

14. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) None
15. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

AW reported that the electrical inspection had identified a number of issues that need to be rectified.  
16. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

a) Chairman: None.
b) Councilors: None.
c) Clerk: None.
17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE

The meeting closed at 8.37pm.  The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 16th January 2021 at 7.30pm by video conference.  
