 MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 18th JANUARY 2022 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








             Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Joanna Szmaj, Richard Beatson, Jane Creed, Malcolm White, Clare Middleton, Bernie White and Nicola Clark (District Councillor) and Gina Seaton (District Councillor)
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 3 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
No items were bought for discussion.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
None.
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 16th NOVEMBER 2021 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None
4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

a) Notification has been received that Parish Council elections will be taking place a year earlier than scheduled, on 5th May 2022.

b) App No: 21/03501/HOU Proposed two storey side and rear extension to dwelling, internal alterations and the erection of garage. Location: 355 Hardington Marsh Road. The deadline for PC comments on this application fell prior to the PC’s scheduled meeting in January. No extraordinary meeting was requested by councilors and no comments were submitted to SSDC for the application. An amended application has since been submitted and was discussed under section 6.a).
c) RC gave brief summaries of meetings he has attended:

i) Bryony Slaymaker (Somerset Wildlife Trust) to discuss the ‘wildlife corridor project’. Funding would probably need to be in areas with community access/benefit. There is no specific width for a corridor, it is more important to have varied native species of trees and shrubs. Bryony has sent information about hedge management.

ii) Community Grants Webinar. SSDC has a sum of money from which grants of up to £12,500 can be made for suitable projects where local groups, including the parish council can provide match funding. Delegated grants of up to £1,000 can be made with a simpler process. Examples of successful and unsuccessful applications were given.
5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

NC and MK’s reports had been previously circulated. 
The report for the specialist survey of Chinnock Hollow, carried out in October, has still not been received and so there has been no progress on this issue.
There was also no further update on the phosphate issue that is preventing applications for new dwellings being approved. It was reported that over 11000 applications for dwellings in the catchment area are on hold, waiting for this issue to be resolved.

6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) The following planning application was received after publication of the agenda:

i) App No: 21/03501/HOU Proposed two storey side and rear extension to dwelling, internal alterations and the change of use of land to extension to domestic garden and the erection of garage. Location: 355 Hardington Marsh Road. This application has been amended to include a change of use of land for the erection of a garage. A resolution was passed that there were no objections.

b) There were no results of previous applications.
c) There was no update regarding the potential planning breach of a second mobile home sited at Holtens on Barry Lane. 
d) There was no update regarding the unauthorised business use of land and buildings at Hardington Marsh.
7. HIGHWAYS 
a)  AM’s highways report was previously circulated. Surface dressing is planned for the stretch of road from the top of Coker Hill to Haselbury, although no date has been given yet. It was noted that part of the barrier on the downstream side of the brook near the shop has not been replaced.
b)  SCC have said that work to repair the collapsed drainpipe under the road at the Moor Lane/Pig Hill junction has been assigned to a contractor although no date has been given. A formal road closure will be required. The Chairman has contacted SCC asking for this repair to be prioritized as it is causing damage to a private property. 
c)  Work to repair the collapsing wall at the top of North Lane has been completed.
d)  RC has received a map of drain locations from SCC as he requested, but unfortunately this only shows the actual locations of the drain openings and not how they are connected.

8. FOOTPATHS

a) RC is still waiting for an update regarding replacement footpath gates on the footpath from Windmill Hill to Pendomer (Y10/12 and Y7/5).
b) A parishioner has asked if a stile at Y10/16 (Rectory Lane) can be replaced with a pedestrian gate. Landowner permission would need to be obtained. RC has passed this request to SCC.
c) A new bridleway sign for Y10/50 (west end) has been erected.

d) A missing signpost on Y10/10 (west of the top of Lyatts) has been replaced.
e) A leaning signpost on Y10/9 (Lyatts junction) has been repaired.

f) A collapsed signpost at Y10/6 has also been repaired.

9. PARISH ISSUES
a) JC is waiting to hear back from the Barwick & Stoford Clerk regarding litter pick risk assessments.
b) Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1894 provides that parish and town councils cannot give funding to ecclesiastical charities, therefore discouraging PCs from providing funding to churches.  However, LGA 1972 section 214 first says that a parish council is a burial authority. Then it says that burial authorities may provide and maintain cemeteries. A resolution was passed that the PC would donate £500 towards the cost of maintaining St Mary’s church cemetery.
c) CM reported that the Nature Reserve kissing gate and a nearby post has been removed, but the work to allow mobility scooter access has not been carried out as the PC had agreed.  RC agreed to investigate and follow this up with Natural England.
d) RC has contacted Shepperton homes to enquire as to whether it is an option to make the area of common land at the Nursery Gardens development into a wildflower area. Shepperton homes have said they are passing the maintenance of this area over to the residents. It will therefore be up to them if they wish to do this. RC has also proposed several roadside verges that he believes would be suitable for wildflower planting, but these would require highways permission.

10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) The WI have contacted the PC stating they would like to purchase a tree for the Community Field for the “Queen’s Green Canopy”. While this is a lovely idea, the PC need to determine if there is scope for more trees to be planted at the field as there are already numerous trees.
b) The Clerk has investigated several possible options for the S.106 funding of £2323 available for Youth Facilities:
i) A basketball hoop with a 6x6 metre tarmac hard-standing. It is is believed this would a popular addition to the play equipment at the field but consideration would need to be given to its location. The cost would also exceed the current funding. NC has received rough ‘guestimates’ of cost of £4500. An additional £2200 would therefore need to be obtained. 
ii) A table tennis table. While this could be installed within the £2300 available funding, the main concern was that for much of the year the field may be too windy to enjoy a game.
iii)  A multi-gym. While this could probably be done with current budget again, it was thought this may be too similar to existing equipment.

iv) Bike track improvements. The money could be used to upgrade the current bike track.  

It was agreed the Clerk would put a note in the Messenger asking for parishioner input on this. 
c) Simon Williams (Play UK Ltd) has fitted bracing to the four support posts of the rope swinger and it is hoped that the posts will now remain upright and the rope swinger will not drop below recommended height again.  
11. RISK MANAGEMENT

a) All councilors now have dedicated Parish Council email addresses.
12. FINANCE
a) The Bank Reconciliation at 31st December 2021 has been approved.

b) The Budget Analysis at 31st December 2021 was approved.

c) A resolution was passed to approve the final budget and precept for 2022-23. The £14,000 precept will decrease a Council tax Band D charge by 79p (1.54%).

d) The Clerk’s hours for November (22 hours) and December (16 hours) were approved. 

e) A resolution was passed to pay the Clerk salary for Qtr 3 (£728.28), and mileage (£5.40) = £733.68.

f) The updating of Nat West signatories is still in progress.
g) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices:

- Play UK (playgrounds) Ltd- swing repairs (£184.84 + VAT £36.97)


£221.81

- R Ahern -reimbursement for notice board Perspex 




  £24.00

- SSDC Community Premises Licence fee





  £70.00

- SSDC Ranger Scheme Qtr 3 (£466.20 + VAT£93.24)




£559.44

13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The following tasks were carried out by the Ranger in December & January:

· Cleared drains and leaves around the village.
· Fixed several footpath signs.
b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for February:
· Clear leaves from village hall area.

· Add chicken wire to stiles at Y10/20 Bishops Lane to Broadstone Lane.
· Apply preservative to Notice board opposite Mandeville Arms.

14. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

a) The VHC have had another quote to replace the kitchen door and are using their own funds for this.
b) BW agreed to look at the broken window catch to determine if it is a simple repair.
15. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) SCC Carbon Literacy Training (free online event 10am-5pm 25th January & 9th February)

b) Local Government Reorganisation Advisory Board Meeting (3rd February 15:30-17:30)

c) Parish and Town Councils Opening Up Safely and Reconnecting Communities Fund (Stage 3). NC gave details of this grant which allows applications of up to £2500 for all sorts of projects which either make community facilities COVID-19 secure or encourage the reconnecting of communities. Examples of projects that have been supported were given, and included the purchase of gazebos for outdoor meeting spaces. It was agreed to look into this further and consider submitting an application. 
d) NC has received an email form Wessex Internet who are hoping to hold another resident meeting as they are starting work on their ‘superfast broadband’ in the area in the next few weeks.
16. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Chairman: None.
Councilors: 
i) JC reported that dog owners are using the general waste bin outside the village shop to dispose of their dog poo. She felt this suggests there is a requirement for a dog poo bin in the area, (perhaps at the end of the footpath between the shop and Moor Lane). It was agreed to make enquiries as to whether the SSDC Street-scene team would be willing to empty another bin in the village.
ii) CM stated that Karen Clotworthy’s passing was a huge loss to the Hardington community. The Parish Council are grateful for her contribution, not only to the Parish Council, but for the many other village events and activities she was involved in over the years. She will be greatly missed.
Clerk: None.
17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 9.00pm.  The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 15th February 2022 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.  
