MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 17th JANUARY 2023 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








             Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter, Richard Beatson, Robert Halls, Malcolm White, Peter Higgins and Gina Seaton (District Councillor).
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 6 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
No items were brought for discussion.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Joanna Szmaj and Nicola Clark (District Councillor)
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 15th NOVEMBER 2022 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
4. MATTERS OF REPORT 

a) Mark Pollock was co-opted to fill the remaining PC vacancy. He then signed the declaration of acceptance of office and joined the meeting.
b) The Ranger has cleared the overgrown verge on Rectory Lane.

c) David Griffiths has kindly volunteered to take on the role as Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator, replacing Brian Bower who has been doing the job for 30 years (many thanks to Brian Bower for all his work).  A resolution was passed to approve a budget of £30 to allow David to purchase some stickers and posters for the village.
5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

Cllr Patrick and Cllr Hewitsons’ combined report was previously circulated. Cllr Seaton gave details of the latest district council news.
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) App: 22/03075/OUT Outline application for the erection of 1 No. dwelling, with all matters reserved but for access. Location: Lyatts Orchard, Lyatts Hill. There was lengthy discussion regarding this application. The Chairman felt that the village roads have reached saturation point and that further new dwellings (in addition to the 6 currently under development) would cause more traffic problems. Cllr Higgins felt that refusing the application on these grounds would unnecessarily set a precedent for all future new dwelling applications. Some councilors felt that the proposed design for the property frontage was too wide, with only one metre either side between the house and the proposed property boundary. A majority resolution was passed in support of the application.

b) App: 22/03101/COL at Land OS 2477 Hardington Marsh Road Hardington Mandeville. Certificate of Lawfulness Application for the existing use of the property for the storage of plant, machinery, agricultural contract vehicles and vehicles not connected to agriculture.  There were no objections, although it was noted that that councilor’s would like to see the area of use restricted to it’s current footprint and not extended further than this.

c) App Ref: 22/03281/TPO Application to carry out Tree Surgery works to No. 1 Tree (T30) as shown within the South Somerset District Council (HAMA 1) 1999 Tree Preservation Order. Location: Hardington House, Wimborough Lane. No comments were made.
d) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.

e) The Chairman has been in contact with Jao Ltd who carried out the groundworks for the ‘Land North of Tall Elms’ development, regarding the damage to the verge and footpath. He has requested that they are re-instated to their former condition. They have responded stating they have done this, but the Chairman does not feel this has been done to a satisfactory standard.  The Clerk took an action to write to Jao Ltd on behalf on the PC, requesting they take further action to rectify this.
7. HIGHWAYS 
a)  The PC is still looking for a volunteer to take on the role as Highways Representative.
b)  The PC have received notification of a temporary road closure on West Coker Hill.  The work is expected to commence on 6th February and last for 5 days to enable Wessex Water to carry out new connection works.

8. FOOTPATHS

a) There was no update regarding the footpath gates for Y10/12 and Y7/5 which are on SCC’s list for replacement.
b) There was no update regarding the replacement footpath gate for the footpath behind the church to Rectory Lane.
c) The PC have received notification from SCC Rights of Way, that the appeal against the decision to refuse the application to add a footpath between St Mary’s Church, The Mandeville Arms and Rectory Lane has been dismissed.

9. PARISH ISSUES
a) The Chairman has fixed the new litter-picking equipment to the inside of a redundant black wheely bin and attached a notice to the outside.  The bin containing the equipment will be stored in front of the village hall entrance and is now available for anyone to use. 
b) The Chairman agreed to liaise with the Clerk regarding the purchase of a new door frame for the phone box opposite the Mandeville Arms (approx. cost £280-£345). 
10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) The manufacturers of the trapeze bars, Homefront, have agreed to provide a cross bar to replace the existing one which is showing significant signs of rot (and has a 10 year guarantee). The Chairman agreed to chase this up.

b) Cllr Higgins gave details of various options available to upgrade the existing bike track.  A gravel track would cost in the region of £60-£80K. A surfaced track would cost around a third more than this.  Cllr Higgins believes that grant funding would be available to cover this cost.  A bike track of this nature would however, attract a lot of interest from users outside the area and there was some concern that the car park and approach to the field would not cope with the associated volume of traffic. It was agreed that the next step is to gauge local interest in upgrading the track.  
c) There was no update on the rebuilding of the BBQ. 
d) The basketball post and hard-standing post-installation inspection has been completed and the Clerk can now claim the S106 grant funding from SSDC. The hoop has been lowered to 9 feet.  
e) It was decided not to cut the community field hedges this year in order to encourage the wildlife.
11. FINANCE
a) The Bank Reconciliation has been circulated and will be checked following the meeting.

b) The Budget Analysis was previously circulated.

c) The budget for 2022-23 was discussed. As the council tax base has increased slightly since last year (as a result of new dwellings in the village, the Clerk stated that the precept could be increased from £14,000 to £14,460 and the percentage increase per household would remain at zero (Band D Property = £50.81).  A resolution was passed to set the precept at £14,460).
d) The Clerk reported her hours for November (23 hours) and December (22 hours). A resolution was passed to approve payment of the Clerk salary & Expenses for Qtr 3 (£1152.27).

e) The Clerk has collected the envelope from the Nat West Safe Custody Holding, which included documents and deeds relating to the village hall.  It was agreed the Clerk would scan these documents and store them with them other PC related papers.
f) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices:

· SSDC Community Premises Licence fee





  £70.00

· SSDC Ranger scheme November 2022 (£160.06 + VAT£32.01)


£192.07

· Play Inspection Co – Basketball Post inspection (£155.00 +VAT£31.00)

£186.00
· SALC – R. Halls Councillor training course





  £25.00

12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The Ranger has repaired the broken footpath sign at Holtens Lane and cleared drains and gullies along Penn Lane and at the bottom of Pig Hill.
b) The following tasks are currently on the Ranger’s list:
· Clear drains around Hill End and along Barry Lane towards Broad Hil.

· Stain Hardington Moor Notice board

13. CORRESPONDENCE 
None.
14. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

The VHC has been discussing their rapidly increasing electricity bill, which has increased from £130 in October to just under £1000 in December. They have decided to increase the hourly hire rate to £12, although this is unlikely to make much difference to the overall profit/loss.
15. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Chairman: None.
Councilors: Cllr Beatson asked that the topic of Messenger funding be added to next month’s agenda for discussion.
Clerk: None.
16. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 9.00pm.  The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, 21st February at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.  
