 MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 21st JULY 2020 BY VIDEO CONFERENCE
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








                         Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Ernest Kong, Bernie White, Andy Webb and Nicola Clark.
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 1 Member of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
No items were brought for discussion.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Jane Creed, Clare Middleton, Malcolm White, Mark Keating (County Councillor) and Andrew Middleton.
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 16th June 2020(Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

a) None.
4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

a) None.
5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

MK and NC’s reports had been previously circulated. NC said she had received correspondence from a member of public stating that the footpath between Bishops Lane and Penn Lane (Y10/19) was not very user-friendly and very overgrown.  RC reported that he had responded to this correspondence and that the task of clearing the path would be added to the Ranger’s list of jobs for next month. 

NC reported that Steve Bainbridge is currently covering the SSDC Lead Planning Officer role following Simon Fox’s departure.
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) Planning Applications Received:

i) App No: 20/01876/FUL The erection of an extension to existing agricultural building. Location: The Royal Oak Farm Moor Lane. Applicant: M&S White & Son. There were no objections.
b) There were no planning applications received after publication of this agenda.

c) The following results of previous applications were reported:

i)   App No: 19/03324/OUT Amended plans for one dwelling at Walnut Tree Farm. Application approved.
ii) App No: 20/00752/FUL Erection of one dwelling and formation of access, parking and turning area. Location: Land North of Peach Tree Cottage North Lane, Hardington. Applicant: Mr & Mrs Manuel. Application approved.
iii) App Ref: 20/01311/HOU Erection of a two-storey extension to rear and extension modifications and refurbishment to side of dwelling. Location: Orchard Cottage, Moor Lane. Application approved.
d) SSDC investigated the alleged breach of planning App No: 17/02073/FUL Land Os 4985 Part Barry Lane.  They were happy that the development met the approved planning permission for one log cabin and 2 shepherd huts. They therefore closed the case.
7. HIGHWAYS 
a) AM’s report stated that the drain cover near the entrance to The Royal Oak car park has now been repaired. AM has also been chasing up gully clearing at the top of the High Street as this was not carried out during the last routine clean.
b) One of the potholes along the footpath between Moor Lane and the shop has been repaired but there are still further surface issues that need addressing. In addition, concerns have been raised regarding the strength of the bridge foundations.
c) One of the potholes at the bottom of North Lane was thought to have been repaired. It was agreed that this should be checked to determine if any further work is required there.
d) A private contractor cut back the main junctions and verges and the SCC annual cut has also been carried out. A parishioner has raised their concerns of the effect of this verge cutting on wildlife. They felt that verge cutting should be carried out later in the year. The PC have arranged for a contractor to cut back the main junctions and verges in recent years due to road safety concerns. They agreed to discuss this further when considering next years verge cutting. 
8. FOOTPATHS

a) The PC has received a response from Mr Saint (Rights of Way Officer) stating that SCC have agreed to fast-track the investigation of the Rectory Lane application.  
b) RC gave an update regarding the right of way between Moor Lane to the Community Field (Y10/50). The bridleway dedication for the area of path from Ernest’s house to the Community Field is going ahead. The area of land from Robin’s driveway to Ernest’s house has not been entered on the land registry as being owned by Ernest and is therefore not straightforward. No update regarding the cost of the advertising costs for a creation order had been received. It was viewed that as this area gives legal access to 17 homes, there was no possibility of it being obstructed. It was therefore decided that no action would be taken until further updates have been received from SCC.
c) BW enquired as to whether footpath stiles have to be dog-friendly.  RC responded that this in not a legal requirement.

9. PARISH ISSUES
a) BW reported that there were two options for repairing the Mandeville Phone box. The door casement could be purchased online and would cost approximately £300 including paint, glass and new hinges. Alternatively, BW could make up the door frame, which would be more labour intensive. The Moor phone box just requires some replacement glass panels.  It was agreed the Clerk would put a note in the Messenger asking for further input regarding the future use of the phone boxes. 
10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) The Community Field was reopened on Saturday 11th July following government guidance that playgrounds and outdoor gyms could be reopened. Prior to this a Safety inspection of the equipment and a COVID Risk Assessment was carried out by RC and NC. As it is not feasible to constantly clean the equipment in-between use, the risk of contracting the virus while using the equipment can only be mitigated by the use of signs encouraging users to observe social distancing and use sanitizer both before and after using the equipment. Guidelines also state that food and drink should not be consumed in the area, but the reasons behind this was questionable and not necessarily an issue at the Community Field. The use of signs is acceptable in line with advice from NALC and the PC insurers.
b) Following the equipment safety inspection, it was decided that the rotting wooden stepping posts should probably be removed prior to their replacement at the end of the year. BW agreed to chainsaw these down to ground level so that they are no longer a risk to users.

c) Following the safety inspection RC carried out a minor repair to the Baby swing seat. It was noted that there was a hole in the rubber on the underside of the seat and that some rusting was present.  RC contacted the suppliers to ask if this could be repaired but their response was that it was out of warranty. RC agreed to do a minor repair in order to prolong its life.

d) A resolution was passed to approve the purchase of 2 replacement stepping stones for the climbing wall from The Toy Barn Sherborne Ltd (£24.00 inc VAT).

e) The inner linings of two of the bins at the field have disintegrated through age and RC has therefore wired them shut to prevent their use. RC recommended the purchase of a second bin the same as the 145 Litre bin purchased in 2018. A resolution was passed to approve the purchase of the bin an NC agreed to order this and have it delivered to RC’s house.
f) Sadly, the metal milk churn that was placed beside the BBQ for the disposal of ashes has been stolen. To replace this, RC proposed the purchase of a cheaper galvanised steel bin (£20) that would be less appealing to thieves.
g) A parishioner has contacted the PC stating that they had witnessed one of the neighbouring farm dogs squeeze through a gap in the hedge into the Community Field (where dogs are supposed to be kept on a lead).  They had suggested that placing chicken wire along the inside of the field may prevent this. RC felt that this would need to be done along the entire length of the field in order to be effective.
11. RISK MANAGEMENT

a) None.
12. FINANCE
a) The Bank Reconciliation at 30th June 2020 was approved.

b) The Budget Analysis for Quarter 1 2020 was presented.

c) The Clerk’s hours for June (19 Hours) were approves and a resolution was passed to approve payment of £676.39 to Clerk for:


April-June 2020 Salary (£638.00) 


Mileage (£5.40) 


Other Expenses (£32.99)  

d) A resolution was passed to approve the following payment:

· T Watkins – Reimbursement for Siteground 3 Year web-hosting fees (£302.04+VAT) 
£362.45

13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The following tasks were carried out by the Ranger in July:

· Cleared area around village sign on Primrose Hill.

· Cleared around Lyatts junction and sign.

· Strimmed footpath opposite Lyatts.

· Strimmed Moor Lane gully & clipped back hedge.

· Cleared North Lane gullies and strimmed on footpath between North lane & Moor Lane.

· Strimmed triangle and around church.

· Weed sprayed village hall.

· Strimmed around bench near Prospect Farm.

· Strimmed village sign/ footpath sign at top of Lyatts.

· Cut around sign at entrance to Hardington Marsh.

b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for August:
· Clear footpath Y10/19 From Bishop’s Lane to Penn Lane.

· Cut back hedge around Moor Phone box.

· Cut back hedge around Moor Notice Board.

· Re-paint finger post sign on entrance to Hardington Marsh (on New Road).

· Re-paint other finger of signpost at the bottom of Penn Lane.

14. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) None.
15. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

No VHC meetings were currently being held.
16. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

a) Chairman: None.
b) Councilors: A Councilor noted that a number of trees had been felled at Peach Tree Cottage.
c) Clerk: None.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 18th August 2020 at 7.30pm either by video conference or at the Village Hall depending on Government guidelines at the time.  The meeting closed at 8.32 pm.
After the meeting there was an opportunity for the public to speak: 
No items were bought for discussion.
