MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 20th JULY 2021 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








             Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Malcolm White, Jane Creed, Clare Middleton and Gina Seaton (District Councillor)
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 4 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
The Chairman introduced Joanne Szmaj, Richard Beatson and Peter Higgins, who were interested in joining the Parish Council following the advertisement of 2 new vacancies.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Bernie White, Nicola Clark (District Councillor), Mark Keating (County Councillor) and Andrew Middleton (Highways Representative).
2. PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY

The Parish Council have received notice that there were no requests for a by-election to be held to fill either of the 2 vacancies therefore the PC is free to proceed to co-option.  As three candidates were interested and there were only 2 vacancies, the PC had to fill the vacancies by way of vote. All three candidates confirmed them met the eligibility criteria.
Following the vote, Joanna Szmaj and Richard Beatson were co-opted to join the Parish Council. They both then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and joined the meeting. 
3. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 15th JUNE 2021 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct records of the meeting.

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

a) None
5. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

a) None.
6. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

NC and MK’s reports had been previously circulated. 
GS reported that waste and recycling collections were facing continuous disruption due to the current driver shortage that Somerset Waste Partnership were experiencing. RC commented that the collection timetable given on the website was in fact incorrect for his address and needed to be amended. GS then gave brief details regarding the recent report from a Planning Inspector that concluded that SSDC’s calculations do not currently evidence a 5 Year land supply. SSDC are now reviewing this and hope to produce a revised report this Autumn. GS also stated that there was no update regarding the phosphate issue, preventing any planning applications for new properties from being approved.
7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) The following planning applications were received:

i) App: 21/02114/HOU Conversion of domestic games room and store into an annexe associated with Partway House. Location: Partway House, Partway Lane Hardington Mandeville. 

CM took this opportunity to give details of a recent conversation with someone from Natural England, regarding Phosphate pollution. This person stated that Hardington had one of the worst sewerage treatment works in the area and was inadequate for the number of properties it serves. Large investment would be needed to improve this situation. The PC are keen to find out further details of this, as it is leads to questions as to whether Hardington has the infrastructure to support future new dwellings. The Clerk was asked to write to Wessex Water for further information. 

There were no objections to the annexe conversion at Partway House, although the PC would like to enquire as to whether the property has its own sewerage treatment.
b) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.
c)  The following result of a previous application was reported:

i) 21/01840/FUL The erection of a new agricultural hay barn at Royal Oak Farm, Moor Lane. Application approved.

d) There were no results reported after publication of the agenda.

e) The Chairman reported that the “Notification of prior approval for conversion of agricultural building into dwelling at Vale Farm Hardington Marsh (App:21/01571/PAMB)” had been refused for several reasons. The report stated that the development would involve building operations beyond the scope of a conversion, instead amounting to a rebuild and that the proposal also extends the roof overhang over the gables, beyond the dimensions of the existing building at some points.
f) No further update has been received regarding the potential planning breach of a second mobile home sited at Holtens on Barry Lane, previously reported to SSDC for investigation. 
g) No further update has been received regarding the unauthorised business use of land at Hardington Marsh.

8. HIGHWAYS 
a) AM’s highways report was previously circulated. SCC has advised that work to replace the missing stream barrier on North Lane has been allocated to a contractor and can commence when materials are delivered
b) There was no update on the Primrose Hill planned drainage work. Work was carried out recently to fix the mains water leak at the bottom of Primrose Hill.
c) There was no further update on the water seeping from road surface on the junction of Moor Lane and Pig Hill. 
d) There was no further update regarding the collapsing North Lane wall.
e) The Chairman has received reports that Western Power Distribution intend to fell a Poplar tree on Penn Lane. The Chairman believes that this should require permission before the work is carried out. The Clerk agreed to contact WPD for further information, and also contact Phil Poulton (SSDC’s Tree Officer) if further support is required.

9. FOOTPATHS

a) RC intends to organize the purchase of a dumpy bag of suitable aggregate to fill the ruts on the Broadstone Lane to Rectory Lane footpath (Y10/18), as is it has become very uneven. CM agreed to organize some volunteers to carry out the work. CM also agreed to organise the strimming of the footpath if it had not been carried out following her return from holiday.
10. PARISH ISSUES
a) There was no further update relating to restoring the telephone boxes to a usable standard.
b) RC has now received a further landowner’s map and has one other to obtain in order to progress the “Wildlife Corridor” project.

c) JC read out the Ninespring’s ranger’s reply to her email enquiry about the success of the Litter picking station. They said it was popular with all ages and generally a big success. They take in the equipment overnight and only one litter picker has not been returned. CM wondered whether these types of stations are best suited to off-road areas such as parks and beaches and that they might not work so well on public highways. There is also the issue of risk-assessments and insurance to consider. Following discussion, JC agreed to contact Somerton Parish Council who also have a station, to determine their views on its use.
d) A ‘Party in the Park’ committee has been set up and they have held their first meeting. The event is to be held on Sunday 29th August from midday.  There will be a BBQ, Bar, Cream Teas, Cakes, a Band, toilets and extended parking. 
e) RC received a reply from the British Heart Foundation in response to his concerns that the new Defibrillator monitoring system is inadequate due to the checks only being scheduled every 3 months. They have acknowledged his comments and said they may consider an ‘email preferences’ option for future updates. RC will continue to carry out his checks fortnightly, as before.
f) The Clerk reported that the costs relating to a basic setup to allow virtual attendance of PC meetings was as follows:
- A one of purchase of a mobile router £120

- A Sim card with at least 5GB data/month @ £6 /month
- A zoom subscription @ £12 /month
While this was a relatively low cost, the PC felt that this would still need be justified by a reasonable demand for the facility.  It was agreed that the Clerk should put a note in the Messenger asking for those interested to let the PC know.
11. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) A resolution was passed to approve the purchase of some replacement football nets.  The Clerk will liaise with RC to find some suitable nets.

b) RC’s repair to the baby-swing using silicon sealant, is so far preventing the chain from sliding to the wrong side of the support bar.
12. RISK MANAGEMENT

None.
13. FINANCE
a) The Bank Reconciliation at 30th June 2021 was approved.

b) The Budget Analysis for Quarter 1 2021 was reviewed.

c) The Clerk’s hours for June (21 Hours) were approved. A resolution was passed to approve payment of £830.06 to Clerk for:  April-June 2020 Salary (£801.72); Mileage (£9.00); Other Expenses (£19.34). 

d) A resolution was passed to remove the following names from the list of authorised cheque signatories for the Parish Council’s Nat West Bank Account:

· Andrew Webb

· Ernest Kong. 
e) A resolution was passed to add the following to the list of authorised cheque signatories for the Parish Council’s Nat West Bank Account:

· Jane Creed

· Bernie White

· Richard Beatson

· Joanna Szmaj

f) A resolution was passed to approve the following payments:

Bowshers elect services Ltd– remedial electrical work (£6073.17 + VAT £1214.63) 
£7287.80

N Chapman – reimburse for Community Field preservative (£17.92+VAT£3.58)
    £21.50
14. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The following tasks were carried out by the Ranger in June:

· Apply preservative to Community Field equipment
· Strimmed Moor Lane to Shop footpath.

b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for July:
· Apply preservative treatment to Community Field equipment.

· Strim the following footpaths: Y10/18 (Rectory Lane to Broadstone Lane), Y10/20 (Pen Lane to Bishops Lane), Y10/ 46 (Moor Lane to North Lane), Y10/4 (bottom of Lyatts to Malcolm’s woods.)
·  Paint the two windows located to the side of the Village Hall and apply woodstain to the Village Hall noticeboard.

15. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

No update received.
16. CORRESPONDENCE 
None.
17. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Chairman: None.
Councilors: None.
Clerk: None.
18. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 8.50pm.  The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 17th August 2021 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.  
