MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 19th JULY 2022 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








             Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter, Richard Beatson, Robert Halls, Peter Higgins, Malcolm White, Gina Seaton (District Councillor), Nicola Clerk (District Councillor) and Mike Hewitson (County Councillor)
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 5 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
No items were brought for discussion.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Joanna Szmaj and Oliver Patrick (County Councillor).
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 21st JUNE 2022 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
4. MATTERS OF REPORT 

a) The Chairman reported that Jane Creed has resigned from the Parish Council, to allow her more time for her new business venture. The Chairman thanked Jane for her time on the PC. The Clerk has notified the Returning Officer and advertised the vacancy as required.
b) SCC have postponed the West Coker A30 resurfacing due to problems sourcing the materials required. The signals refurbishment will still take place (25th-28th July 9.30am-3.30pm), but temporary traffic lights will be used and the road will not be required to close.
c) The A30 Yeovil Road at Haselbury Plucknett will be closed overnight from 25th-29th July 2022 (7pm-6am) for resurfacing following the recent work to rebuild the retaining wall at this section of road.

d) The Chairman attended the Somerset Climate Action Network meeting. He has asked that the ‘declaration of a climate emergency’ be included for discussion at next month’s meeting.

5. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

Following Cllr Creed’s resignation, a new Vice Chairman is required. No councilors have put themselves forward at his time.

6. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

Reports from Cllr Clark, Cllr Patrick and Cllr Hewitson have been previously received and circulated. Cllr Hewitson reported that one of the main issues being discussed at the moment is the financial challenge facing the unitary authority due to increasing costs.  GS did not have any issues to report as there had not been a meeting.
7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) The following planning application was received after publication of the agenda:

i) App No: 22/01969/HOU Alterations to convert section of garage to storage room. Location: 5 St Marys View Hardington Mandeville. There were no objections.

b) It was reported that Holtens, Hill End was now under offer. The SSDC planning enforcement officer has said that enforcement procedures to remove the second mobile will begin in the near future, unless a planning application is submitted prior to this.  The planning permission for the first mobile home expires at the beginning of August and this will also be required to be removed, unless a new planning application is submitted.

c) There was no update regarding the unauthorised business use of land and buildings at Hardington Marsh.

8. HIGHWAYS 
a)  AM’s highways report was previously circulated.  While SCC generally react rapidly to remedy reports relating to potholes and minor surface issue, their response to larger issues was generally to classify them as ‘future schemes’.  This includes Moor Lane and North Lane resurfacing. The Moor Lane/Pig Hill junction drain issues are still awaiting contractor repair.
b) The majority of the stones placed on the highway around Manor Farm have been moved onto the grass verge, but there are still some on the road edge towards the corner of the farmhouse. 
c) The Chairman reported that some surface repairs have been carried out to North Lane, Broadstone Lane and Moor Lane.

d)  SSC Highways have removed several ‘no-longer-in-use’ diversion signs from around the village, but they have still left a number of sand-bags behind.
e)  A parishioner has asked if the kerb at the end of Rectory Lane could be lowered to allow motorized scooters to use the footpath from Rectory Lane to Broadstone Lane. AM agreed to follow this up with SCC.
f) The Chairman reported that there was a small, but deep pothole in the centre of the highway at the lower section of Primrose Hill, near Spinneys.
9. FOOTPATHS

a) The Chairman has chased up SCC regarding the previously promised footpath gates for Y10/12 and Y7/5.

b) SCC have said that Cold Harbour Lane is still in the queue for referral.

c) The Chairman reported that the old footpath sign at the Nature Reserve (Y10/1), was a casualty of the installation of the new gate. Natural England have said they will re-install a new sign themselves.
10. PARISH ISSUES
a) The Clerk has purchased litter pickers, hi-vis jackets and gloves for parishioner use when litter-picking. A location for storing this equipment, and a container of some description, needs to be found.
b) The Chairman has met with Eleanor Higginson of Somerset Wildlife Trust to survey local farmland with the aim to make proposals on how to encourage wildlife.  Once Eleanor’s report has been received the Chairman would like to set up a meeting to discuss the ideas put forward with interested landowners and parishioners.
c) The Chairman has been in contact with SSDC regarding roadside verge rewilding.  The verge owner’s permission is required for this and unfortunately, they are unable to find details of the ownership of the verges identified by the Chairman for wildflower planting.
d) A resolution was passed to nominate Cllr Halls as the PC environment representative (to replace Cllr Creed).
e) The Street Fayre committee have applied for a SSDC Community Grant.  They have asked the PC to add their support to this application.  The Clerk was concerned that as the street fayre committee is a sub-committee of the PC for insurance purposes, that this should be made clear on the application (once awarded, organisations are not allowed to re-apply for a grant within a 3 year period). A resolution was passed to support the application and the Clerk agreed to liaise with AM regarding this.
f) The Street Fayre committee have asked the Parish Council if they have any information of village interest that could be used for display on boards at the Street Fayre. The Chairman agreed to liaise with AM regarding this.
g) A parishioner kindly volunteered to help restore the red telephone box opposite the Mandeville Arms. 
11. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) Halycon have quoted £62 + VAT for weekly grass mulching of the football pitch. It was decided that this extra cost could not be justified at this time.

b) The overgrown bike track requires weed-killing and replacement gravel.  Cllr Higgins suggested that a more significant refurbishment is desirable, with a complete change of surface to something longer-lasting (and that requires less maintenance).  He agreed to get further information on this.

c) The right-hand side of the Bbq has received significant damage, by what looks like a vehicle impact. No-one has admitted responsibility for this.  The Chairman agreed to make enquiries regarding the repair.
d) A resolution was passed to approve the purchase of a Basketball post for installation late August.

12. FINANCE
a) The Clerk reported 23 hours for June. A resolution was passed to approve payment to the Clerk for Qtr 1 salary (£859.05), expenses £31.99, home allowance £36.00 and mileage (£15.30) = £942.34.

b) A resolution was passed to approve the following payments:

· Hardington Mandeville Village Hall – hall hire for party-in-the-park wash up

     £10.00

· SSDC Ranger Scheme 19th April 2022 (£160.06 +VAT£32.01)

   £192.07

· SSDC Ranger Scheme 13th May 2022 (£160.06 +VAT£32.01)

   £192.07

· N Chapman – Reimbursement for litter picking equipment (£34.96 + VAT£7.15)
     £42.11
· SSDC Ranger Scheme June 2022 (£160.06 +VAT£32.01)

   £192.07

13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The Ranger carried out the following tasks in July:
· Strimmed Y10/50 (Moor Lane to North Lane)

· Cleared drain on Backhouse, approx. 200m above the Community Field entrance.

b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for August:
· Strim, hedge-trim and clear Backhouse Lane to Nature Reserve.

· Strim footpath stiles on left hand side, half way up High street,

· Clear drains along Penn Lane. 
14. CORRESPONDENCE 
None.
15. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

KD reported that a Health and Safety risk assessment has been undertaken at the Village Hall this month. A few trip hazards and other risks have been identified and these are in the process of being addressed. 
16. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Chairman: None.
Councilors: None.
Clerk: None.
17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 8.50pm.  Due to holidays, the next Parish Council meeting has been moved from its usual date of the 3rd Tuesday in the month, to the fourth Tuesday, 23rd Augustth at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.  
