 MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 16th JUNE 2020 BY VIDEO CONFERENCE
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








                         Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Ernest Kong, Malcolm White, Jane Creed, Clare Middleton, Bernie White, Andy Webb, Gina Seaton and Nicola Clark.
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 5 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner commented that they would like to see the rest of the sign post painted at the bottom of Penn Lane.
A parishioner enquired as to whether it was acceptable to remain anonymous at PC remote video conference meetings. The Chairman responded that the Clerk had made enquiries regarding this, and that members of the public can remain anonymous for meetings attended physically and that the same rules would therefore apply for remotely attended meetings.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Mark Keating (County Councillor).
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 19th May 2020(Already Circulated)
An amendment was made to the list of those present at the May meeting before the minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

a) None.
5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

MK and NC’s reports had been previously circulated.
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) The following planning applications were received:
i) App No: 19/03297/HOU Outline application for the redevelopment of the land for two dwellings including access, layout and scale. Location: the Mandeville Arms. High Street. Applicant: Mr T Bean.

ii) App No: 19/03296/FUL Proposed alterations to public house to provide a remodeled public house with four letting rooms and three apartments. Location: the Mandeville Arms. High Street. Applicant: Mr T Bean.
Amended applications for the above related proposals have been submitted following a boundary dispute with the adjacent neighbours. The boundary to the rear of the site (West) has been moved inwards resulting in a reduced garden area for the 2 proposed dwellings. There is also a reduced communal green space for the pub accommodation. The Parish Council believe this only strengthens their argument of over-development on the site. They therefore passed a resolution to strongly object to his application on the same grounds as before.
b) There were no planning applications received after publication of this agenda.

c) The Parish Council have received correspondence regarding an alleged breach of planning permission. In 2017, permission was granted for the stationing of a log cabin and 2 shepherd huts at Land Os 4985 Part Barry Lane (App No: 17/02073/FUL). However, it has been reported that there are two log cabins and no shepherd huts on the site.  It was agreed that this should be reported to SSDC development control for them to investigate further.
d) RC reported that App No: 20/00195/ Erection of 2 dwellings with garages/carport and associated parking and access at Land OS 2972 Partway Lane had been refused. The reason given - in summary - was that “the site lies outside of any settlement boundary where development is controlled... It is in an unsustainable location where the proposed occupants would be reliant on the private vehicles to access facilities and services… As such, the proposal is not in accordance with current policies...”
7. HIGHWAYS 
a) AM reported that he had raised 4 new issues this month. These included the failed drain cover repair near the entrance to The Royal Oak car park, surface issues along Moor Lane, and the Moor Lane to shop footpath issues.
b) AM reported that he had received a response from SCC Highways, stating that as the Moor Lane to Shop footpath was privately owned it was not their responsibility to maintain it. RC stated that this was not the case and that SCC were responsible for maintaining rights of way up to certain standards. It was felt that the recently tarmacked area should be increased so that it covers the whole width of the path.  AM to continue chasing this up.
c) NC stated that John French would be cutting the verges on Thursday. 
8. FOOTPATHS

a) The PC are still waiting for a response to their letter to Mr Saint (Rights of Way Officer) asking him to consider fast-tracking the investigation of the Rectory Lane application.  
b) RC gave an update regarding the right of way between Moor Lane to the Community Field (Y10/50). The area of path from Ernest’s house to the Community Field is not a problem for dedication as a bridleway. However, the area of land from the highway up until Ernest’s house has not been entered on the land registry as being owned by Ernest and is therefore not straightforward. One option to resolve this is to use a creation order.  In order to take this route SCC require a commitment from the PC to pay for the advertising fees (stated to be low £100’s). The PC passed a resolution to take this route if no other option is available to resolve this issue.
9. PARISH ISSUES
a) BW has viewed the telephone boxes and has very kindly said he is happy to repair them at the materials only cost. He agreed to provide an estimate of this for the next meeting. CM commented that Bradford Abbas have some really good information boards on display and agreed to provide further details of these at the next meeting. RC agreed to obtain a cost for a second defibrillator as an option to be located at Hardington Moor.
10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) While government guidance is that public parks can now be open, the nature of the playground and gym equipment at the community field makes it difficult to prevent people from using it.  It was therefore agreed to continue to keep the entire field closed to the public at this time, until further guidance has been issued by the government.

b) BW has repainted the rusting goal posts. He commented that the joints sit in water and that they would benefit from holes being drilled in them for drainage, to prevent further rusting. 

11. RISK MANAGEMENT

None.
12. FINANCE
a) NC stated that the accounting documents for the year have now been published, including the “Notification of Public Rights (Inspection period Monday 15th June – Friday 24th July)”
b) The Clerk’s hours for April (20 Hours) were approved. 

c) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoice:
JJS Roofing – Village hall flat roof repairs (£11,210.68 + VAT £ 2,242.14)
£13,452.82

(Note: It was agreed the PC would pay the invoice in full before a claim for the previously approved 50% grant funding could be submitted to SSDC).

13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The following tasks were carried out by the Ranger in June:

· Installed new footpath sign (to replace existing) on Y10/18 on Broadstone Lane (near Tall Elms).

· Painted sign on bottom of Penn Lane.

· Cleared drain on Wimborough Lane (opposite sewerage works)

· Cleared drain near entrance to Walnut Tree Farm, Lyatts.

b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for July:
· Strim and cut back hedge around Moor Notice Board.

· Clear drain on inside bend of North Lane before it joins the Nature Reserve.

· Re-paint sign on entrance to Hardington Marsh (on New Road).

14. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) Draft Cycling and Walking Manifesto for Somerset. While the deadline for comments has already passed, it was agreed that NC should submit an email stating the PC’s support for this proposal.
15. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

AW reported that the village hall roof repairs have been completed.  No VHC meetings were currently being held.
16. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

a) Chairman: None.
b) Councilors: CM asked that the PC make a record of thanks to all those in the village that have stepped up and provided support in all sorts of different ways during lockdown.  It was great to see the Hardington community pull together to help each other. There have been many kind offers from volunteers willing to collect food shopping and doctors prescriptions; organised group plant purchasing and doorstep plant sales. Special thanks should be made to Daphne and Jane at Springfield Stores, who have worked hard to ensure a continuous local supply of food and other necessities are available to residents.
c) Clerk: None.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 21st July 2020 at 7.30pm either by video conference or at the Village Hall depending on Government guidelines at the time.  The meeting closed at 8.30 pm.
After the meeting there was an opportunity for the public to speak: 
A parishioner stated that they were very grateful for Mark Keating’s help and support during her father’s time at Acacia nursing home whilst he is recovering from COVID-19.
