MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 15th JUNE 2021 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








             Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Ernest Kong, Bernie White, Malcolm White, Jane Creed, Clare Middleton, Nicola Clark (District Councillor) and Mark Keating (County Councillor).
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 6 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner said they were not happy with SSDC’s decision not to relist the The Mandeville Arms as an ‘Asset of Community Value’ and would like this to be reconsidered.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Gina Seaton (District Councillor).  
2. PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY

The Parish Council have received notice that there were no requests for a by-election to be held to fill the current vacancy and therefore the PC is free to proceed to co-option.  The Chairman asked that if anyone was interested in joining the Parish Council that they get in touch.

The Chairman announced that Ernest Kong would be completing his house sale and leaving the village at the end of the week, and would therefore be resigning from the PC following tonight’s meeting.  The Clerk agreed to advertise the second Parish Council vacancy. 
3. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 18th MAY 2021 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct records of the meeting.

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

a) JC declared an interest in item 7d).
b) MC declared an interest in item 7a)i).
5. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

a) The Chairman reported that the results of the local postal ballot, asking voters to choose between the two options being considered by Government to replace the existing five councils (One Somerset vs Stronger Somerset) has been announced. Stronger Somerset had won the vote by a significant amount.
b) The Chairman met the SSDC Pest Control Officer at the property on the High Street, which is thought be contributing to a vermin problem. The officer was unable to find any evidence of rats in the external grounds and so no further action will be taken.
6. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

NC and MK’s reports have been previously circulated. 
MK stated he was aware the issue of the collapsing wall at the top of North Lane was still on the waiting list with the structures department. The Chairman replied that the issue had worsened, as the west end of the wall has recently been hit by a vehicle and is now potentially dangerous to passers-by and traffic. The Parish Council would like to see the length of the wall reduced to lessen the chances of traffic hitting it. MK agreed to have a look at the wall and AM agreed to send some photos to SCC. 
7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) The following planning applications were received:

(Note: Malcolm White left the meeting)

i) 21/01840/FUL The erection of a new agricultural hay barn at Royal Oak Farm, Moor Lane. The Parish Council passed a resolution to support the application.

(Note: Malcolm White rejoined the meeting)
ii) 21/01194/REM Reserved Matters application for approval of the appearance, landscaping, layout, and scale of the development following outline approval 20/00903/OUT for the erection of 1 No. dwelling at Walnut Tree Farm, Lyatts Hill. The Parish Council passed a resolution to support the application.

b) The following planning application was received after publication of the agenda:

i) 21/00649/LBC Fenestration alterations, removal of insensitive treatments, and restoration works to the Old Rectory Room. Location: Hardington House, Wimborough Lane. The Parish Council passed a resolution to support the application.

c) There were no results of previous applications received after publication of this agenda.

d) The Chairman has made further enquiries following the addition of “21/01571/PAMB Notification of prior approval for conversion of agricultural building into dwelling at Vale Farm Hardington Marsh” on the SSDC Planning portal. SSDC responded with documents detailing the recently introduced legislation that allows certain agricultural building to be converted to dwellings without full planning permission. This was discussed by the Parish Council and they are quite concerned that this may lead to a lot of new dwellings in places that may not have been previously given permission. It was agreed the Clerk should write to SSDC development control department expressing this concern.
e) Despite chasing, the Clerk has not received an update regarding the potential planning breach of a second mobile home sited at Holtens on Barry Lane, previously reported to SSDC for investigation. 

8. HIGHWAYS 
a) AM’s highways report was previously circulated. 
b) There was no update on the Primrose Hill planned drainage work.
c) SCC have attempted to use cameras to investigate drainage issues apparent from the water seeping from road surface on the junction of Moor Lane and Pig Hill. 
d) The collapsing North Lane wall was discussed previously.

9. FOOTPATHS

a) The trough that was causing an obstruction to the footpath at the top of Windmill Hill has been removed.
b) The Chairman reported that the land owner of the Pig hill quarry field is carry out extensive work to improve the field drainage, and that this should hopefully resolve the problem of debris washing onto the road during heavy rainfall.
c) CM commented that a parishioner with restricted mobility was having trouble using the Broadstone Lane to Rectory Lane footpath, as is it has become very uneven. It was viewed that the surface could be improved using small scalpings to fill the ruts. A resolution was passed to approve the purchase of a dumpy bag of scalpings for this purpose. It was also noted that the footpath could benefit from strimming and that this could be added to the Ranger’s tasks.
10. PARISH ISSUES
a) There was no further update relating to restoring the telephone boxes to a usable standard.
b) NC has agreed to investigate as to whether the PC can appeal against SSDC’s decision not to relist the The Mandeville Arms as an ‘Asset of Community Value’.

c)  RC is still hoping to progress the “Wildlife Corridor” project.

d) JC previously circulated details of ‘Litter Picking Stations’ that include litter pickers and bags for public use. Examples of these can be found on the website for ‘The 2 minute Foundation’. The stations are a bespoke design and cost in the region of £500. Following discussion, JC agreed to contact the Ninespring’s Rangers to determine if the stations have been a successful addition to the park.
e) Having donated the Community Field to the village in 2012, Ernest is keen to see it used to its full potential and has very kindly decided to donate an annual sum to the village to hold a ‘Picnic in the Park’ event, for all villagers to enjoy. It was agreed to advertise for volunteers to help organize this year’s event. 
f) The Chairman reported that he has contacted the British Heart Foundation to discuss his concerns that the new Defibrillator monitoring system is inadequate.  They have not yet responded.
11. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) The Clerk has contacted the Community Field maintenance contractor to relay the Chairman’s concerns that they are causing damage to the wooden equipment while using their strimmers. 
b) Misuse of the baby swing seat is causing the chain to slide to the wrong side of the support bar, which requires some force to correct. A new baby swing would cost in the region of £100.  For the time-being, RC has used silicon sealant to prevent the chain sliding out of position. This repair will be monitored.
c) The Chairman has purchased a new ash bin and padlock to chain the bin to the fence to replace the previously stolen one.

d) Play Uk were contacted to adjust the height of the Caterpillar Swinger as it was lower than specified in the installation instructions. Play UK attended the site to make the adjustment but have reported back that the 4 supporting posts have moved inwards, and may continue to do so (resulting in the swing lowering). Play Uk have said they installed the equipment exactly as per the installation instructions.  The Chairman is going to speak to the equipment suppliers, Hucknet, to discuss this further. In the interim the swinger is going to be removed to prevent further post movement.
12. RISK MANAGEMENT

None.
13. FINANCE
a) The Clerk’s hours for May (22 hours) were approved. 

b) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoice:

R Carpenter – Reimbursement for Community Field ash bin and padlock 

£32.00

14. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) No update for tasks completed by the Ranger in May has been received:
b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for June:
· Apply preservative treatment to Community Field equipment.

· Strim the following footpaths: Y10/18 (Rectory Lane to Broadstone Lane), Y10/20 (PennLane to Bishops Lane), (Y10/ 46) Moor Lane to North Lane.

·  Paint the two windows located to the side of the Village Hall and apply woodstain to the Village Hall noticeboard.

15. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

Bowshers have completed the remedial electrical work.
16. CORRESPONDENCE 
None.
17. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Chairman: The Chairman asked that the TPO proposed for the two Beech trees on the boundary of Peach Tree Cottage, North Lane, be added to next month’s agenda for discussion.

Post meeting note: SSDC correspondence confirming this TPO was received on 17/06/2021.
Councilors: A query was raised as to whether SCC intend to replace the collapsed bridge fencing that was removed from the bottom of North Lane recently, as there is potential danger that someone could fall into the water.
Clerk: None.
18. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 8.40pm.  The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 20th July 2021 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.  
