MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 21st JUNE 2022 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








             Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter, Joanna Szmaj, and Malcolm White
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk), and 5 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner kindly volunteered to help restore the old red telephone boxes. He has suggested that the boxes require sand-blasting prior to repainting. It was agreed the Clerk would obtain quotes for this.
A parishioner said he would like to have a village map, complete with house names. The chairman responded that there is not currently a map available with this information and he felt that there is limited demand for this.

A parishioner raised concern regarding the stones placed on the edge of the highway, adjacent to the verge, around Manor Farm House. There has been an incident of a parishioner tripping over one of the stones. Also, another parishioner receivied a puncture after catching one of the stones with their car wheel (which was obscured from view due to the overgrown grass on the verge). They would like to see these stones removed or painted white to increase visibility.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Richard Beatson, Jane Creed. Gina Seaton (District Councillor), Mike Hewitson (County Councillor), Oliver Patrick (County Councillor).
2. PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES

Peter Higgins and Robert Halls were co-opted to join the Parish Council and joined the meeting.   

3. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 17th MAY 2022 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None
5. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

a) The Chairman reported that despite the adverse weather, the Queen’s Jubilee Party-in-the-Park was a success, with around 200 people in attendance. The Parish Council would like to thank all those who gave their time to help with the organization of the event.  They would also like to thank Ernest Kong and the Mary Wang Foundation for the generous donation to fund the event.

b) The Chairman reported that the defibrillator and first-aid training was attended by 7 people and was a useful event.

c) App No: 22/00946/S73 S73 request to remove Condition 11 (footpath link) from the planning permission (18/03891/FUL) withdrawn (Land North Of Tall Elms Broadstone Lane Hardington Mandeville). The PC were pleased to hear that the proposed amendment to remove the footpath link from this application has been withdrawn. The PC’s objection to changing plot 1 from a one-storey to a two-storey dwelling is still applicable to this application amendment and the clerk has submitted a letter to re-iterate this.
6. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

Reports from Cllr Clark, Cllr Patrick and Cllr Hewitson have been previously received and circulated. 

7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) The following planning applications were received:

i) App No: 22/01257/HOU Replacement roof to existing garage Location: Greenhow Broadstone Lane. There were no objections.

b) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.
c) The Clerk has once again chased SSDC for an update regarding the potential planning breach of a second mobile home sited at Holtens on Barry Lane and is awaiting a response. The property is now up for sale and there are a number of statements made relating to the planning permission given in the advert. The Clerk agreed to contact SSDC Planning Control regarding this.
d) The Clerk has once again chased SSDC for an update regarding the unauthorised business use of land and buildings at Hardington Marsh and is awaiting a response.

e) A ‘notification of intent’ has been submitted to SSDC for the erection of an agricultural storage unit at Brooksfield, Lyatts Hill, under permitted development rights. The unit is a steel framed construction (10.97m x 13.86m) to house hay and straw for bedding and feeding of livestock.
8. HIGHWAYS 
a)  AM’s highways report was previously circulated.  
b) Notice of a temporary road closure at Partway Lane has been received. This is expected to commence on 4th July for 15 days, and is to enable S & D Services to make a new connection onto the Wessex Water sewer.
c) The Clerk has submitted a report to SSC Highways regarding the stones placed on the highway around Manor Farm. The status is currently ‘allocated for inspection’.
d) The Chairman asked that the poor condition of North Lane is once again chased up, as the potholes and surface damage are significant.

e) AM agreed to make a request to SSC Highways to remove a number of no-longer-in-use diversion signs that have been left around the village.

9. FOOTPATHS

a) The Chairman agreed to chase up SCC regarding the previously promised footpath gates for Y10/12 and Y7/5.

b) A notice of appeal has been submitted by the applicant, following the County Council’s decision to refuse to make an order for several footpaths between St Mary’s Church, the Mandeville Arms, and Rectory Lane. It was agreed the Clerk would write a letter re-iterating the PC’s objections to this un-justified footpath application.
10. PARISH ISSUES
a) The Clerk has ordered litter pickers, hi-vis jackets and gloves for parishioner use when litter-picking. A location for storing this equipment needs to be discussed and agreed.
b) The Chairman has arranged to meet with Eleanor Higginson of Somerset Wildlife Trust on the 20th and 30th June to carry out a survey of local farmland with the aim to make proposals on how to encourage wildlife.  
c) The Chairman and Clerk are both unable to attend the scheduled August meeting date of Tuesday 16th. A resolution was passed to reschedule the meeting for Tuesday, 23rd August. 
d) A parishioner has asked the PC if they would consider asking villagers not to use noisy machinery (eg mowers, strimmers) in the evenings. While the PC are sympathetic to this, they feel that in many cases this is unavoidable due to working hours and therefore felt it would be an unreasonable and ineffective request.
11. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) Simon Williams of Play (UK) Playgrounds Ltd. has said they are able to install the basketball hard-standing and hoop on the week commencing 28th August. The Clerk has contacted SSDC regarding the S.106 funding and is in the progress of completing the required application form.
b) The Chairman reported that the grass maintenance team, Halycon misunderstood his request regarding reduced mowing at the top of the Community field, and stopped mowing it completely! They have since started mowing it again. The possibility of mulching the grass was discussed with Halycon.  They said in order to do this the grass would need to be cut every week.  The Clerk agreed to contact Halycon to get an idea of what this would cost for the football pitch area.  
c) The bike track is now very overgrown.  The Chairman has asked Halycon to strim the track and then treat it with weed-killer. Additional gravel will be required to improve the surface.  
12. FINANCE
a) The clerk worked 24 hours in May. 

b) The Clerk is keeping record of the Party-in-the-park finances via an Excel spreadsheet.  There is £553 in the reserve following this year’s event.  The Clerk suggested that next year a float is created prior to the event, so that payments can be made in a timely manner. 
c) A resolution was passed to approve the following payments:

· Paul Cosh – Defibrillator training course





 £150.00

· K Dale – party-in-the-park singer






 £250.00

· Hardington Mandeville Village Hall – hall hire for defibrillator training.

   £20.00

· N Chapman - Reimbursement for Event equipment: 




£1217.69

i)  2 x Gazebos 







£390.64

ii) Generator (£465.83 + VAT £93.17)




£559.00

iii) Water Boiler (£241.66 + VAT £48.33)



£289.99

iv) Gas regulator & hose (£21.31 + VAT £4.26)


£25.57

v) Fulham Nozzle for boiler (£5.82 + VAT £1.17)


£6.99

13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The Ranger carried out the following tasks in June:
· Cut back verge and hedge at Pig Hill

· Strimmed church wall, North lane bank and triangle.

· Strimmed village signs, grit bins and drains.

· Stained 2x notice boards and strimmed around phone box 

· Strimmed moor lane.

· Applied top soil to Community Field tunnel.

· Strimmed visibility at Lyatts and cleared drains on Primrose hill.

b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for July:
· Strim, hedge-trim and clear Backhouse Lane to Nature Reserve.

· Clear drain on Backhouse, approx. 200m above the Community Field entrance.

· Strim footpath stiles on left hand side, half way up High street,

· Strim 1 metre wide path on Y10/50 (Moor Lane to North Lane)

· Clear drains along Penn Lane. 
14. CORRESPONDENCE 
None.
15. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

a) The Chairman asked the VHC rep if there was any update on the possibility of storing the new event equipment at the Village hall.  It was agreed the flower show committee should consider disposing of some of the old tables stored in the garage (that are no longer in use) to make some additional space.  The Clerk agreed to contact the insurance company regarding insurance for the equipment.
16. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Chairman: None.
Councilors: None.
Clerk: None.
17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 8.30pm.  The next meeting Parish Council is on Tuesday 19th July 2022 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.  

