MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 20th MARCH 2018 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Ernest Kong (Vice Chairman), Malcolm White, Bill Turner, Paul Vallis, Clare Middleton, Jane Humby, Gina Seaton (District Councillor) and Mark Keating (County Councillor).
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 6 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak: 
Shaun Travers from Boon Brown Planning, spoke regarding the planning application to remove the agricultural tie from Walnut Tree Farm, Lyatts Hill. Mr Travers summarised details given in the application, highlighting that the 3.2 hectares site was no longer capable of sustaining an agricultural business and therefore the agricultural tie was no longer necessary.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
None.
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 20th FEBRUARY 2018 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

a) BT spoke to give details of his recent complaint that he felt the Chairman had breached the PC’s code of conduct. The applicants had requested that the appraisal relating to the Milcombe Farm application did not appear on the website, but were aware that it would be sent to the Clerk with the other application details.  BT felt that the Chairman had breached the code of conduct by using his official capacity to converse by email and telephone to the case officer making suggestions to him about the living accommodation at Milcombe Farm, and also ringing DEFRA and the Environment Agency. BT felt that this was an attempt to sway the case officer.  RC responded that he was happy that he had not done anything to breach the code of conduct. He was merely trying to obtain further information regarding the application to support the PC meeting’s discussion of it.  The farm appraisal that was previously available on the planning website, was initially removed, and following his enquiries, was restored on the website.  The Chairman felt that the appraisal was an important part of the application and should be made available for viewing.

b) The Chairman reported that SSDC were running a series of training courses regarding the new General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) that are being introduced at the end of May.  It was agreed that RC would attend on the 12th April and the Clerk would attend on the 30th April.  The Clerk agreed to enquire about the possibility of Tim Watkins (website author) attending.
5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

Mark Keating gave highlights from his previously circulated report. He was not aware of any progress regarding the fallen HGV signs at Hill End and will continue to chase this. RC reported that a new HGV sign has been erected on the other side of the road, but that the old sign still required repair.
MK also gave details of the new facebook page he has created, called “Hardington Matters”.  He has created a similar page for all the Parishes he covers, and would like this to become a central area for any relevant Parish information, from County related news, to highways issues, to local events, etc.  He does not intend to continue to administer these sites and would like them to be run by volunteers from the Community. The Haselbury Plucknett village page has been very popular.

GS summarized details of the recent full Council meeting including details of the Council Tax breakdown for Hardington Mandeville. GS also said she was pleased to report that the SSDC grant for the Church disabled parking bay had been approved.  A grant to support the Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) was also approved.  Details of the “Yeovil Refresh” project to improve the town centre have also been presented and discussed in some detail.
GS passed around a leaflet advertising for volunteers to help at the Od Arts Festival being held on 11th-13th May in West Coker

6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) The following applications were received:

i) App no: 18/00689/S73AApplication to remove condition 02 (agricultural tie) from planning permission 96/01838/FUL Location: Walnut Tree Farm, Lyatts Hill, Hardington Mandeville. Applicant: Mrs Partridge. As the Parish Council felt that an agricultural business was not viable due to the small area of land available, there were no objections to removing the tie.
b) There were no applications received after publication of the agenda.
c) The following results of previous applications were received:
i) App nos: 17/04645/FUL and 17/04646/LBC The erection of a single storey rear extension to dwellinghouse. Location: The Cottage, Hardington House, Rectory Lane. Applicant Mr Gerald Boord. Application approved.

ii) App no: 18/00318/S73A Application to vary condition 02 (approved plans) of planning permission 17/02299/FUL to realign the roof to allow a conventional roof structure to be achieved. Location: Grass Hill, High Street, Hardington Mandeville. Applicant: Mr Keith Blackwell. Application approved.
d) A steel storage container has now been delivered to the Moor End Nursery site.
7. HIGHWAYS 
a) ND has reported six routine defects to SCC this month in his previously circulated report.
b) ND was pleased to report the application for an SSDC grant for the disabled parking bay was successful and they had awarded a grant of 50% at £1925.  As the PC have committed 25% and another £300 has already received, this meant that only a further £760 (approximately) is required in order to meet the middle quotation. It was hoped that the church jumble sale may contribute some of this, but agreed the remainder could be met out of the PC budget. ND stated that it would take 6 weeks to obtain the necessary permissions to carry out the work. Given that it was almost a year since the original tenders were received, the Clerk asked that the 3 tenders be re-circulated to the PC, so that a further review could take place before a final decision is made.  ND gave his thanks to James Divall, Gina Seaton and Cathy Bakewell for supporting the funding application at the SSDC meeting. RC also thanked them on behalf on the PC.
c) A new sign regarding HGVs has been erected at Hill End crossroads, but the old one has not been repaired or removed.
d) There were no updates in relation to the repainting of the “SLOW” signs on Pig Hill and on the corner of the Moor Lane junction. The Clerk agreed to chase this up with MK.
e) Mike Fear has responded saying they will patch Y10/51 in the new financial year. ND stated he would continue to follow this up.  RC agreed to request that the footpath is entirely re-surfaced rather than just patched. 
f) There were no other issues.

8. PARISH ISSUES
a) This year’s Annual Assembly will take place on the 17th April.  RC agreed to contact Marie Ainsworth from SSDC to see if she is available to speak regarding the “Yeovil Refresh” project.
b) A resolution was passed to approve the change of Hardington & Pendomer Community Premises Licence Holder (PLH) from Peter Bysouth to the Parish Council.

c) RC reminded everyone that the village litter pick will take place on Saturday 14th April, at 10am, starting at the Village Hall.
d) Any current issues arising.

9. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) Tenders for the community field maintenance contract for the next year had been received from SLL, SSDC and K M Dyke. As K M Dyke were the cheapest and positive feedback regarding their work at East Coker and Haselbury had been received, a resolution was passed to give K M Dyke the maintenance work for the next season.
b) The ground is still too wet to cut the field hedges at this time.

c) RC is in the process of getting prices for suitable gravel for the bike track which requires maintenance work including herbicide treatment and more gravel. 
10. RISK MANAGEMENT

a) There were no issues.
11. FINANCE
a) The Clerks hours for February (21 hours) were approved. 
b) A resolution was passed to approve payment of the following invoice:

- SSDC Ranger Scheme Quarter 4






£459.00

NC reported that she was still waiting to hear back from SSDC regarding the invoice query for the community field maintenance.
12. FOOTPATHS

a) RC reported that the stile on Y9/2 at the field boundary North of Pen cross has collapsed and is dangerous. He has contacted Les Braunton to request a gate either be installed or supplied.
13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The following tasks were carried out on 13/03/18 

· Gullies cleared and strimmed at Lyatts, Penhill.
· Cleared drains at Broadstone.
· Cleared drains/gullies at playing field.
· Clear drains on High Street and Pig Hill. 

· Church Lane - Cleared large heap of mud/ stones on triangle. 

· Village Hall – stained garage doors. 

b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for April:
Continue repainting the Fingerpost signs.
Paint the North wall of the Village Hall car park.

14. CORRESPONDENCE

a) A resolution was passed to accept the annual playground inspection and risk assessment service from SSDC. The total cost was £78.50 + VAT which is the same as last year.
15. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

The tenders for repointing the village Hall wall were discussed.  The Parish Council passed a resolution to approve the cheapest tender, from Ian Flatt for £1800 + VAT to rake out and repoint the entrance and front of the building.  This was subject to written confirmation from the contractor that a lime-based mortar would be used. The PC were also keen that the mortar sample is approved before work commences as mentioned in his tender, in order to ensure a good match is obtained with the existing mortar.

PV reported that a village hall garage clear-out is taking place on 24th March at 2pm and that any help would be appreciated.

16.  MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

a) Chairman: Nothing to report.
b) Councillors: Nothing to report.
c) Clerk: Nothing to report.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE

The next meeting Parish Council will follow the Annual Assembly to be held on Tuesday 17th April 2018 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm. The meeting closed at 9.10pm.
After the meeting there was an opportunity for the public to speak: 
A parishioner suggested Paulls of Martock maybe able to supply the required gravel for the bike track.
