MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 19th MARCH 2019 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Ernest Kong (Vice Chairman), Malcolm White, Andy Webb, Clare Middleton, Jane Humby, Catherine Hyde-Phillips, Mark Keating (County Councillor) and Gina Seaton (District Councillor) 
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 2 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
No items were brought for discussion.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Neil Dyer.
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 19th FEBRUARY 2019 (Already Circulated)
Following a minor amendment in section 8b (correction of initials from CH to CM), the minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

None.
5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

Mark Keating’s and Gina Seaton’s reports had been previously circulated.
Mark Keating reported on the following topics:

· Lee Morgan replacing Mike Fear at SCC Highways.

· Several parishes are planning to organise verge trimming for May.

· The Western Corridor is currently being assessed for post-implementation improvements including adjustments to traffic lights and road signage.

· The new eco-market is up and running in Martock on the first Saturday of the month.

· SCC Finances for the year are looking healthy.
Gina Seaton reported on the following topics:

· Yeovil refresh project (including the pedestrianization of Middle Street)

· Council Tax (includes large increase for Avon and Somerset Police). 
· The Western Corridor.

· The latest SSDC 5-Year housing supply plan.
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) The following application was received:

i) App No: 18/03492/FUL Siting of temporary agricultural workers dwelling. Location: Holtens, Broad Hill, Hardington Mandeville, Applicant: Mr Elliot Perrin. Lengthy discussion took place regarding this application, for which 2 letters of objection had been sent to the PC. It was questioned as to whether the size of the plot was large enough for a viable business and whether there is a need for someone to be on site permanently. Concerns were raised that this would lead to an application for a permanent residence and set a precedent for other similar applications. Concerns were also raised that none of the unauthorised structures on the site had been removed as requested by the previously approved application for a four-bay agricultural building for calf rearing. When the Parish Council gave their approval for this original application, they understood that the applicant did not intend to live on the site. The PC resolved to object to the application on the grounds that a new application on this site should not be approved until the previous planning conditions have been met.
b) There were no planning applications received after publication of this agenda.  
c) The following results of applications were received after publication of the agenda:
i) App No: 18/03665/HOU and App No: 18/036666/LBC Construction of new stone boundary wall, garages, lean to sheds and creation of doorway in garden wall (part retrospective). Location: Hardington House, Rectory Lane. Applicant: Mr and Mrs Simon and Karen Paxton. Application approved.

ii) App No: 19/00093/TPO Application to carry out tree works to various species as shown within the TPO SSDC (HAMA 1) 2018 confirmed 3.9.18 Location: Orchard Cottage, Moor Lane, Hardington Mandeville. Applicant: Mr Stephen Baker. Application approved.  
d) Work on the former Moor End Nursery site is progressing; Soil is still being removed from the site and drainage work is being carried out.
e) There was no update regarding the unapproved erection of a building and use of land at Hardington Marsh.

7. HIGHWAYS 
a) ND’s monthly report contained several new potholes and surface issues. 
b) NC has emailed SSC regarding the grit bin re-filling, but has not received a reply. NC agreed to email MK asking if he could look into this.
c) AW reported that the issue of excessive surface water running from the drain at the top of Pig Hill onto the driveway of Moor Cottage is ongoing. Photographic evidence is being obtained.
d) RC reported that SCC Highways have jetted the drain on the South Side of Moor Lane, beyond the entrance of Royal Oak Farm. Unfortunately, they did not jet the drains on North Lane at the same time, but it appears to be flowing ok following the recent rainfall. It was decided to monitor this before considering paying for these to be jetted. 
e) Following East Coker’s recent introduction of new speed limits throughout the village, it was decided that the PC should investigate this to determine if it is an option for Hardington roads.  The Clerk agreed to contact East Coker Clerk to obtain further information.

8. PARISH ISSUES
a) RC stated that the defibrillator training by AED would cost £125 plus VAT.  It was agreed that another training session would be worthwhile. The clerk agreed to contact South West Ambulance Service to determine if they offer free training.
b) CM reported that the Village Litter Pick was well attended with 16 volunteers. Lots of litter and quite a few tyres had been found and SSDC were very efficient at taking these away. 

c) A local villager has offered to replace the notice board opposite the Mandeville Arms, like-for-like in oak for approximately £300. A resolution was passed to approve this.  It was agreed the Ranger should be asked to repair the broken door on the Notice board at Hardington Marsh. 
9. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) The Chairman has received a request from a parishioner asking if the gates could be locked at night time. This was discussed, and it was decided that as people may wish to use the field in the Summer evenings and as there have been no incidents of anti-social behavior to date, it was not desirable at this time.
10. RISK MANAGEMENT

a) There were no issues.
11. FINANCE
a) The Clerk’s hours for February (20.5 hours) were approved.

b) The Clerk asked that JH and CH take their ID to NatWest along with the mandate forms in order to add their signatures to the bank accounts. 

c) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoice:

· SSDC Parish Ranger Scheme January – March (£382.50 + VAT £76.50)

£459.00

· D Creed & Sons – Community Field Hedge trimming (£150 +VAT £30)

£180.00

12. FOOTPATHS

a) There were no issues.
13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The following tasks were carried out by the Ranger in March:
· North Lane - strim most of ditch and open up gullies.

· Penn Lane - strim from Pendomer sign post to seat at Townsend Farm, dig out gullies and clear drains, strim around finger post signs and metal seat. 

· Broadstone Lane - dig away silt and strim bank. 

· Cleared drains opposite Manor Farm.
· Church railings started rubbing down and painted sign.
· Triangle at church wall strimmed around daffodils, cleared mud on kerbside.
b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for March:
· Continue painting Church railing.
· Repair broken notice board at Hardington Marsh (door has fallen off).
· Clean Hardington Mandeville sign on New Road towards Haselbury (near Britton Stud Farm)

· Remove dangerous nails on wooden railings on footpath between Moor Lane and the shop.

· Paint sign post at junction of Penn Lane/Barry Lane.

· Paint Village Hall Window sills to the RHS of village hall.
14. PARISH COUNCIL ELECTION

a) The PC nomination period is open between Monday 18th March and Wednesday 3rd April (4pm). NC handed out nomination forms to the current councilors.

b) If following nominee submission, the election is contested the polling will be held on 2nd May 2019.

c) The first meeting of the new council will be held on Tuesday 21st May 2019.
15. ANNUAL ASSEMBLY (16th APRIL 2019)

a) No speaker suggestions were proposed for the April meeting.

b) NC stated she would be emailing invitations to village groups in the next few days.
16. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) MG Car Club Kimber Classic Trial Saturday 13th April 2019 9.20-10.40am.
17. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

a) AW reported on the following topics:

· Display of villager photos on internal walls has been popular.
· Bohemian Rhapsody film night was successful.

· The Cream Teas fund-raising event will be held at Hardington House this year.

· The internal wall painting has been postponed until the external pointing has been completed.

18.  MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

a) Chairman: None.
b) Councilors: None.
c) Clerk: None.

19. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE

The next meeting Parish Council will follow the Annual Assembly to be held on Tuesday 16th April 2019 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.  The meeting closed at 9.30pm.
After the meeting there was an opportunity for the public to speak: 
No items were brought for discussion.
20. CLERK APPRAISAL AND SALARY REVIEW

The meeting was closed to the public and the clerk left the room so that the salary review could be discussed following completion of the Clerk appraisal.

