MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 17th MARCH 2020 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Ernest Kong, Malcolm White, Jane Creed, Clare Middleton and Mark Keating (County Councillor).

In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 11 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner read out a lengthy statement detailing his concerns regarding local farm effluent polluting the local village stream.  He has reported this to the Environment Agency who have investigated, but he is not satisfied with the outcome.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Gina Seaton (District Councillor) and Nicola Clark (District Councillor).
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 18th FEBRUARY 2020(Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct records of the meeting.

3. COUNCILLOR VACANCY

The Parish Council co-opted Bernie White (BW).  BW then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and joined the meeting.
4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
5. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

None.

5a.  DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

MK, GS and NC’s reports had been previously circulated.
MK Spoke regarding the Covid-19 Pandemic, giving details of where to seek advice/guidance if required.
Regarding the issue of pollution raised prior to the meeting, MK’s advice was that this should be left to the experts to deal with, in this case the Environment Agency.

6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) The following planning application was received:

i)  App No: 20/00195/FUL Erection of two dwellings with garage/carport and associated parking and access. Location OS 2972 Partway Lane, Hardington. Applicant Mrs Cheeseman.  
Following discussion, it was agreed to object to the application on the following grounds:
· The South Somerset Local Plan (SS2) states there should be a presumption against development in rural settlements unless key sustainability criteria can be met.  Exceptions described in SS2 are: provision of employment, creation/enhancement of community facilities, meeting identified housing needs, commensurate with scale and character, increase sustainability, support of the local community.  The application does not meet any of these exception criteria. There are already plenty of four-bedroomed houses within the village and this proposal does not meet an identified housing need.

A high number of new dwellings have already been approved in the last couple of years and if they are not required to meet this sustainability criteria then the floodgates to many more similar applications on plots of agricultural land such as this could be opened.  
·  The application is on agricultural ground and is outside what can be deemed the boundary of existing development.

· There were also concerns that the narrow road was not suitable for a new access for two houses and could create a traffic hazard.  SCC Highways have raised concerns regarding the proposed splay of vision.
b) There were no planning applications received after publication of this agenda.

c) There was no update regarding the Mandeville Arms planning application.

7. HIGHWAYS 
a) ND reported that most of the issues raised this month related to flooding and blocked drains.
b) ND stated that he had not yet received a response to his email regarding the flood damage on the Moor Lane to Shop footpath.

c) ND has received the results of the SCC speeding survey previously carried out on West Coker Hill and agreed to circulate it.
8. FOOTPATHS

a) The PC are still waiting for a response to their letter to Mr Saint (Rights of Way Officer) asking him to consider fast-tracking the investigation of the Rectory Lane application.  
b) Regarding the right of way between Moor Lane to the Community Field (Y10/50), SCC’s legal representative maintains that the area of land from Ernest’s house to Weavers Cottage cannot be dedicated as a Bridal Way as ownership has not been proved. It is only a definitive right of way to footpath status. EK is trying to contact the previous owner to determine if they have any further evidence relating to ownership. RC is chasing this up with SCC’s legal team.
c) RC reported that the redundant gate on the footpath alongside the community field has been removed.

d) The owner of Moor Cross cottage is enquiring about the possibility of piping the ditch that runs alongside the footpath between the shop and Moor Lane.  They were enquiring as to whether the PC would be prepared to purchase the pipes, if they agreed to install them.
9. PARISH ISSUES
a) RC thanked CM for organising the recent village litter pick and also thanked those who volunteered to help.  CM thanked those villagers who regularly pick-up litter throughout the village.
b) Due to the COVID-19 pandemic JH has postponed the VE Day Village celebration.  
c) RC gave a summary relating to the pollution issue raised by a parishioner prior to the meeting. He had seen evidence of pollution in the stream last year but felt this has greatly improved since. The Environment Agency had visited in January and following their investigations stated that they were happy with the Royal Oak Farm’s slurry storage and handling procedures.  The Farm is implementing some improvements to drains as recommended by the EA.
MW then read a statement stating that the EA had carried out testing on the stream for a 6 week period in January. No evidence of pollution was found, and the EA were satisfied that there was not a pollution problem.

10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) NC contacted SSDC to give them the go ahead to replace the rotting timber play equipment, but unfortunately the cutting season finished at the end of February and the trees can’t be felled until late October now! RC has checked the existing equipment and felt that there was no urgency to have it removed as it did not appear to be dangerous. It was agreed that the last risk assessment carried out should be checked to determine their findings.  

RC agreed to paint some preservative on the outside layer of the tunnel. 
b) Parishioners have collected several of the SSDC Great Parish Giveaway trees for planting.  Some will be planted at the Community field and some could be planted on MW’s land on the edge of the road on Primrose Hill and near the metal bench on Penn Lane, if landowner permission can be obtained.
11. RISK MANAGEMENT

a) NC asked for any comments on the Renewal Risk Presentation received from Came and Company, prior to them calculating next year’s premium, to be emailed to her asap. 
12. FINANCE
a) The Clerk’s hours for February (22 hours) were approved. 

13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The following tasks were carried out by the Ranger in March:

· Installed footpath gates at Pen Cross on Y7/10.
· Cleared leaves around church and surrounding area.

· Cleared out village drains
b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for April:
· Install new footpath sign (to replace existing) on Y10/18 at the bottom of the steps on Broadstone Lane (near Tall Elms).

· Repair existing footpath sign at Lyatts/Penn Lane junction.

· Clear drain near entrance to Walnut Tree Farm

· Clear flood debris and silt from path between Moor Lance and the shop.

· Finish painting the lettering black on the ‘Pendomer’ signpost at the bottom on Penn Lane.
14. CORRESPONDENCE 
RC read out the “Business Continuity Motion” proposed by SALC following the COVID-19 pandemic. This gives details of the necessary delegations to ensure that the day-today activities of the council (especially payments) can continue in the event of formal meetings being cancelled. The motion delegates financial and administrative matters to the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman and Vice Chairman. The PC resolved that this policy should be adopted (subject to appropriate tailoring).

15. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

AW reported that the VHC’s application to SSDC for 50% of the cost of replacing the Village Hall flat roof has now been approved.  The PC will be contributing the remaining 50% (7.5K). The PC have agreed to pay the invoice upfront (once work has been completed), prior to reclaiming the grant funding from SSDC.
16. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

a) Chairman: None.
b) Councilors: None.
c) Clerk: None.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE

Due to the Coronavirus pandemic the next meeting of the Parish Council on 21st April 2020 is expected to be cancelled.  The meeting closed at 8.45pm.
After the meeting there was an opportunity for the public to speak: 
No items were brought for discussion.
