MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 16th MARCH 2021 BY VIDEO CONFERENCE
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








             Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Ernest Kong, Bernie White, Malcolm White, Jane Creed, Andy Webb, Clare Middleton and Gina Seaton (District Councillor).
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 6 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
No items were brought for discussion.
1. FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Nicola Clark (District Councillor) and Mark Keating (County Councillor) 
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 16th FEBRUARY 2021 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

   None.
4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

None.
5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

NC’s report had been previously circulated. 
GS reported that she had attended a presentation by Wessex Internet who are a rural internet provider. They have been awarded a contract by Connecting Devon and Somerset (CDS) to deliver ultrafast fibre broadband to properties and businesses in parts of rural South Somerset. GS thought this may be of interest to remote parts of the Hardington that are currently unable to receive a decent broadband signal.
GS reported that the planning issue relating to phosphates was still holding up new dwelling applications and that this was causing a lot of upset.. However, house extensions were now able to be approved.  

6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) There were no planning applications received after publication of this agenda.

b) Results of previous applications:

i) App No: 21/00233/HOU Extension to the front of existing garage. Location: Treetops, Rectory Lane, Hardington Mandeville. The application was approved with a condition that work is not started until the recent right of way application for this area is resolved. The applicant has since contacted SSDC stating that this is unreasonable given that the development needs to be started within 3 years of approval and the right of way application may take longer than this to consider. Following this the condition was removed by SSDC development control. It was agreed the clerk should write to SCC Rights of Way, to give details of this issue and the potential problems the rights of way application is causing, in the hope that the application can be addressed in the near future.
c) A parishioner has reported that a second mobile home has been sited at Holtens on Barry Lane. The planning permission previously granted was for the siting of a temporary agricultural workers dwelling (3 years).  It was agreed the Clerk should report this to SSDC for investigation. 
7. HIGHWAYS 
a)  AM circulated his report detailing a number of road surface issues. SCC potentially plan to carry out further work to the drains on Primrose Hill in the next financial year. 
b)  AM reported that the SCC Development Engineering team were in discussions with the Nursery Gardens developers regarding the Moor Lane road surface issues.
c)  Recent heavy rain resulted in water gushing out of several holes in the middle of the road on the junction of Moor Lane and Pig Hill. This has caused significant road damage and has been reported to SCC for investigation. 
d)  AM thanked James White for carrying out work to his field ditches following parishioner reports of excessive silt running onto the road on Barry Lane.

8. FOOTPATHS

a) RC has requested galvanised footpath gates to replace the unstable stile on Broadstone Lane.  (this is in addition to those requested for Y10/12 and Y7/5 Windmill Hill to Pendomer. 
9. PARISH ISSUES
a) BW has a couple of volunteer offers of help to restore the telephone boxes to a usable standard and is waiting for better weather before beginning work. 
b) RC is still hoping to progress the “Wildlife Corridor” project and is waiting to hear back from landowners in order to put a map together for the project. 
c) The Clerk reported that the Mandeville Arms existing registration as an “Asset of community Value” expired on 17th February 2021.  The Clerk has submitted a new application and is waiting to hear back from SSDC with the outcome.
d) It was agreed the Annual Assembly of the Parish should be cancelled this year, as few village groups had taken place over the past year due to Covid restrictions and it was felt they would have little to report on, 

e) CM felt that it would be useful for interested parishioners to be given the opportunity to learn more about the Wessex Internet initiative to provide superfast broadband to rural areas.  It was agreed that a note should be put in the Messenger and on facebook to gauge interest on attending a Wessex Internet presentation.
10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) Having received news of further incidences relating to dogs off leads at the community field, in addition to regular complaints of dog mess not being cleared up, Councilors were asked to give their views on a dog ban at the field. Councilors recognized that it is only a minority of irresponsible dog owners that are not able to follow the rules, but that this is causing a potential safety threat. Councilors then voted 6 to 1 in favour of the ban.  The Clerk agreed to purchase the necessary signs.
b) The manufacturer of the caterpillar swing has given a safety surface area of 8m x 4m. This will require 32m2 of grassloc matting at a cost of £912 (supply and install). The installer feels that a smaller wear pad would pass regulations but is not a qualified designer. The Clerk agreed to contact SSDC to determine if they have a view on the required safety surface area. A resolution was passed to approve the ordering of the required safety matting once it is determined.

c) A resolution was passed to approve the purchase of wood preservative (£15.93+VAT for 5 Litres) for the community field equipment. Hazard tape would also be required following application of the preservative.
11. RISK MANAGEMENT

a) None.
12. FINANCE
a) The Clerk’s hours for February (20 hours) were approved. 

b) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices:

SSDC Parish Ranger Scheme July-September (£416.25 + VAT £83.25)      

 £499.50

SSDC Parish Ranger Scheme October-December (£416.25 + VAT £83.25)   
 £499.50

13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The following tasks were carried out in February:
· Finished painting sign at the bottom of Pen Lane.
· Re-set leaning footpath sign at top of Windmill Hill.

· Re-set leaning post in gateway opposite Winyards

· Cleared drain on North Lane from inside the adjacent field.

b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for March:
· Apply preservative treatment to Community Field equipment.

The Clark reported that the Ranger has said the Village Hall garage door needs repairing.  BW agreed to investigate this.

14. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) The Chairman has booked himself on to one of the SCC Stronger Somerset briefings.  CM agreed to attend the SALC briefing on this subject on April 8th.
b)  The Chairman has agreed to attend one of the “Recycle More Q&A Meetings” by Somerset Waste Partnership. It was agreed the circulated briefing packs should be added to the village website and website links included in the Messenger.
15. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

The VHC has asked the PC to pay for the Bowshers routine electrical inspection (£797+ VAT = £957.00) and also the remedial work required as a result of this inspection. Four quotes have been received for this work:

i) Contractor a: £7288

ii) Contractor b: £7387

iii) Contractor c: £8520 

iv) Contractor d: £3984

AW reported that the VHC financial spreadsheet stated there was around £8000 in the VHC bank account at the end of March 2020. The accounts for the year-end March 2021 would not be available for another month and therefore the current VHC financial situation was unknown. It was agreed that the Clerk would obtain the 2019-20 financial summary and circulate them to the PC and add them to the website. AW also commented that there were no ‘C1’ (danger present) electrical issues raised and therefore the work required would not prevent the hall from being used.
The VHC have recommended the acceptance of the Bowshers quote (contractor a) to carry out the remedial electrical work.

It was agreed the Clerk should contact Tim Cooke to apply for grant funding for the work which could cover up to 50% of the cost. This would have to done before the electrical work is carried out.
It was noted that the cost of the electrical inspection was greater than £500, and therefore under the Parish Council financial regulations, 3 quotes should have been obtained before the work was approved for payment. This could not be done retrospectively.
It was also noted that the quotes excluded work to the stage lights, but it was not clear what this would require.

A resolution was passed to approve payment of the Bowshers invoice for the electrical inspection and to accept the Bowshers quote for the electrical work. However, Bowshers should not be instructed to carry out the work until the application for grant funding has been submitted and determined. 
16. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

a) Chairman: None.
b) Councilors: None.
c) Clerk: None.
17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE

The meeting closed at 8.40pm.  The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 20th April 2021 at 7.30pm by video conference.  
