MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 15th MARCH 2022 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








             Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Joanna Szmaj, Richard Beatson, Clare Middleton, Bernie White and Gina Seaton (District Councillor)
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 2 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
No items were bought for discussion.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Jane Creed, Malcolm White, Nicola Clark (District Councillor) and Andrew Middleton.
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 15th FEBRUARY 2022 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None
4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

a) RC attended the SCC Town and Parish Council Conference and had circulated his summary report. 
b)  The Clerk handed out the Election Nomination Packs to Councilors. Forms need to be submitted by hand to the SSDC Council Offices at Brympton by 4pm on 05/04/22.
c) RC gave details of his meeting with Eleanor Higginson from The Somerset Wildlife Trust. They discussed options to encourage wildlife.  Eleanor has offered to survey local farms in order to make suggestions as to what can be done.  This would cost £188 per day and would need 2.5 days (approx. £470). RC agreed to write to village farmers to determine if they are interested in participating in this survey. It was agreed to agenda this for discussion at next month’s meeting.
5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

NC’s report had been previously circulated.
GS reported that she is standing down at the next elections. On behalf of the PC, The Chairman thanked Gina for her dedication and hard work during her years as District Councilor.
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) There were no new planning applications received after publication of the agenda.
b) There was no update regarding the potential planning breach of a second mobile home sited at Holtens on Barry Lane. GS agreed to contact SSDC planning to ask if they could provide an update on this.
c) There was no update regarding the unauthorised business use of land and buildings at Hardington Marsh. GS agreed to contact SSDC planning to ask if they could provide an update on this.

7. HIGHWAYS 
a)  AM’s highways report was previously circulated. This included a high number of potholes and road surface defects. AM enquired as to the possibility of obtaining gravel to fill dangerous holes in passing places.  SCC Highways’ response was that they are unable to do this ‘as they try not to encourage passing places as most of the time its where cars have overrun the verge’. However, they did say that if we could provide a plan of places that needed attention, there is a possibility that some work could be done in the new financial year.  It was agreed the PC should do this.   
b) The A30 closure at Haselbury has been extended until 25th March due to a number of unforeseen setbacks. It is expected that the road will be partially reopen with a 3-way traffic light control following this.

c) The report for the specialist survey of Chinnock Hollow, carried out in October, has still not been received and so there has been no progress on this issue. District Councilors have rescheduled the public meeting to discuss this for 7.30 pm on the 25th March at Cott Farm Barn. Unfortunately, SCC Highways will not be sending a representative to the meeting.
d) SCC Highways have provided details of a temporary road closure on Partway Lane in order to carry out bridge repair work.  The work is expected to commence on 6th April and to last for 22 days (08:00-16:00).
8. FOOTPATHS

a) BW reported that the footpath sign in the field at the bottom of Lyatts needs repairing.
9. PARISH ISSUES
a) There was no update regarding the litter picking stations and equipment.
b) The SSDC locality team have said they have no capacity to add the emptying of any additional dog poo bins to their rounds. However, they are looking into ways to accommodate further collections.  They would also consider the possibility of relocating an existing bin. It was agreed the Clerk should contact SSDC to highlight the fact that there is currently only one dog poo bin in the parish and in addition there is a problem with people using the general refuse bin at the shop as an alternative.
c) CM reported that there is a meeting to discuss options for the Queen’s jubilee celebrations at the hall at 7.30p on 16th March.  
d) The PC have received an offer for defibrillator and first aid training from Paul Cosh. The cost is £150.00. It was agreed the clerk should enquire as to whether if the hall is available for this at 7.30 on the 26th May.
e) The Annual Assembly will be held on 19th April prior to the PC monthly meeting.  The Chairman agreed to make enquiries into possible options for speakers and the Clerk agreed to distribute invites.

10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) The Clerk has written to several companies asking for quotes for the installation of a basketball hoop and hard-standing. So far only one quote has been received. It was agreed the Clerk should aim to obtain further quotes.
b) The Chairman thanked Annie Mollett for her very generous donation of £100 for the Community Field.  Annie is leaving the village in the near future and wanted to show her appreciation for the enjoyment the field has given her family over the last 10 years.

11. FINANCE
a) The Clerk’s hours for February (22 hours) were approved. 

b) The Clerk agreed to contact Nat West to determine which new signatories have been confirmed.
c) The Clerk reported that the application for £2500 of funding from the SCC ‘Opening Up Safely & Reconnecting Communities’ grant has been approved. The breakdown of this award is as follows:

i) £1100 for event equipment including 2 gazebos, a portable gas water boiler, a generator and lights ii) £1400 towards the basketball hoop & hardstanding.
d) CM asked where the funds raised from last year’s party-in the-park bar should be held.  It was agreed they could be held in the PC bank account and recorded as a separate reserve.

12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The following tasks were carried out by the Ranger in March:

- Fixed stile near Prospect Farm
- Painted Community Field sign

- Cleared drains at North Lane and Primrose Hill.

b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for April:
· Add soil to top surface of Community Field wooden tunnel.

· Clear drain on Coker Hill, approx. 200m above the Community Field entrance.

c) An email has been received from SSDC stating that the Ranger Scheme hourly cost will be increasing from £21.00 to £21.63 on 1st April 2022.  A resolution was passed to agree this price increase.

13. CORRESPONDENCE 
a)  Local Government Reorganisation Advisory Board In-Person Meeting (17 March 16:30-18:30)
14. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

a) The PC have received the VHC proposed schedule of works for the next few years, giving details of proposed projects and estimated costs.  The PC’s internal auditor asked if they could also supply a budget plan for the coming financial year.
b) BW reported that the renovated Bier is being returned to the village hall, although storage space was a concern.

c) The VHC have asked if there is anything that the PC can do to provide additional parking spaces for the hall.  The PC said they would look into this.
15. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Chairman: None.
Councilors: None.
Clerk: None.
16. STAFF MATTERS
The meeting was closed to the public and the clerk left the room so that the salary review could be discussed.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 8.40pm.  The next meeting Parish Council will follow the Annual Assembly to be held on Tuesday 19th April 2022 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.  
