MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 21st MARCH 2023 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








             Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Joanna Szmaj (Chairperson), Richard Beatson, Robert Halls, Malcolm White, Mark Pollock, Gina Seaton (District Councillor) and Mike Hewitson (County Councillor).
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 9 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner asked the Parish Council if they would consider purchasing coronation mugs for the village children (approx. 70 mugs @£8.23 per mug = £576).  In addition, they would like the PC to fund the purchase of additional mugs for resale to any parishioners that would like them. 
A parishioner reported that the letter they had recently received from SCC Highways regarding the upcoming road closure for drainage works from Pig Hill to Primrose Lane still stated the closure was for 54 days, despite Cllr Patrick previously stating it will only be 14 days.  They questioned why the diversion routed traffic all the way out to Hill End.  They would also like to see appropriate signage stating that businesses are open as usual.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Robin Carpenter, Peter Higgins and Oliver Patrick (County Councillor).
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 21st MARCH 2023 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
4. MATTERS OF REPORT 

The Parish Council have received notification that Hardington Parish Council has been moved into “LCN group 9 – Yeovil” following their recent request to be moved into this group (rather than the previously proposed “Local Community Network (LCN) group 11 - Crewkerne and Ilminster”).
5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

Cllr Patrick and Cllr Hewitsons’ combined report was previously circulated. Cllr Seaton and Cllr Hewitson gave details of the latest District Council and County Council news.  Cllr Hewitson reported that the 6 week-long road closure for the A30 West Coker road improvements are still planned for this Summer.  The diversion plans and details for this will be circulated in the near future.

Cllr Szmaj thanked Cllr Seaton on behalf of the PC for her many years of dedicated work as a District Councillor and for being so actively involved with Hardington Parish Council.
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) Planning application received:

App No: 23/00460/COU Proposed change of use of public house to a dwelling. Location: The Mandeville Arms, High Street

Whilst many parishioners would love to see the pub reopened in its previous form, they feel the owner’s previous application (App No: 19/03296/FUL) that proposes a major reduction to the pub area, will result in a non-viable pub.  In addition, the very limited parking proposed for the pub in this previous application could also cause traffic issues on the nearby roads which many parishioners are concerned about. 

Councillor’s feel that this latest application that proposes a change of use from a public house to a dwelling is more desirable than the previous application (due to the inadequate parking).  However they still have concerns regarding the other previous application for two new dwellings at the rear of the Mandeville Arms (App No: 19/03297/OUT ).  There is very limited space for the two new dwellings, and the proposed garden space and parking is inadequate. If these two dwellings were refused, then the main dwelling could have a decent size garden and ample parking (and possible garage), resulting in an attractive addition to the village. The Parish Council feel that these two applications should not be considered independently as they are so closely located.

The Parish Council therefore passed a resolution stating that they have no objections to the proposed change of use for The Mandeville Arms, but that this is conditional on the two new dwellings proposed in application No: 19/03297/OUT being refused.
b) Planning applications received after publication of the agenda:

App No: 23/00569/HOU Replacement of existing window with new bay window. Location: Nappers Cottage Lyatts Hill.  There were no objections. 
c) The Clerk has once again emailed the contractors regarding the damage to the verge and footpath steps as a result of the groundworks for the Broadstone Lane housing development, but they have not responded this time. They have now restored the footpaths steps, but have not done anything to restore the formerly established wild verge.  The Clerk took an action to contact SSDC planning enforcement to ask if they can take any further action regarding this.
7. HIGHWAYS 
a) The Clerk is in the process of getting landowner permission to site the two new grit bins at the top of the High Street and on Bishops Lane, prior to purchasing them.

b)  Notification of a temporary road closure from Pig Hill to Primrose Hill for drainage works has been issued. The work is expected to commence on 3rd April.  Initial correspondence has stated the closure is expected to last for 54 days, but Cllr Patrick has commented on social media that this is incorrect and should be 14 days. Cllr Hewitson agreed to confirm this timescale and get clarification on access and signage for businesses.
8. FOOTPATHS

a) There was no update regarding the footpath gates for Y10/12 and Y7/5 which are on SCC’s list for replacement.
b) There was no update regarding the footpath gate for Y10/11 (near Eastfield), where the stile has collapsed.

c) There was no update regarding gravel for Y10/50 (Moor Lane end).

9. PARISH ISSUES
a) Cllr Carpenter has ordered a new door frame and paint for the phone box opposite the Mandeville Arms.  Cllr White reported that refurbishment work is now underway and should be completed in the near future.
b) Following a messenger notice, the Clerk has not received any correspondence from parishioners who would like to see precept money spent on future burial space. It was agreed that further information on this subject is required and it should be discussed again at next month’s meeting.  
c) Following discussion, a resolution was passed for the Parish Council to fund the purchase of coronation mugs to be given to the village children.  In addition, the PC agreed to finance the purchase of additional mugs for resale to parishioners.  It was agreed that a total of 144 mugs would be ordered at a cost of £1156.60.

d) The Annual Assembly of the Parish will be held on Tuesday 18th April at 7.30pm, immediately followed by the PC monthly meeting.

10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) There was no update regarding progress on replacing the cross bar for the Monkey rings.
b) There was no update regarding the bike track.  
11. FINANCE
a) The Clerk’s hours for February were confirmed (23 hours).

b) A resolution was passed to approve an increase to the village hall hire charge standing order from £20 to £24 a month.

c) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices:

· SSDC Ranger scheme February 2023 (£160.06 + VAT£32.01)


£192.07

· Michael Mochan – Coronation Party Singer





£250.00

· Purple Hire Solutions Ltd – Coronation Party Portaloos



£144.00

· R Carpenter – reimburse for Phone box door frame & paint (351.13 + VAT£70.23)
£421.36

· Harry Floyd – BBQ Rebuild







£300.00

12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The Ranger has continued to clear drains around the village, strimmed footpath Y10/19, cut the hedge around the Moor Phone box and stained the Moor notice board. 
b) The following tasks are currently on the Ranger’s list:
· Repair footpath sign.
· Clear footpath Y10/20

· Clear leaves behind the village hall.

13. CORRESPONDENCE 
None.
14. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

Cllr Beatson made a request for parishioners to support the village hall film events.
15. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Chairman: None.
Councilors: None.
Clerk: None.
16. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 8.40pm.  The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, 18th April at the Village Hall, following the Annual Meeting of the Parish.  
