MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 18th MAY 2021 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








             Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Ernest Kong, Bernie White, Malcolm White, Jane Creed, Clare Middleton and Gina Seaton (District Councillor).
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 6 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner expressed concern about drivers who are using the slip road near the bridge over the A30 to access the A30 whilst Chinnock Hollow is closed due to the landslip, creating a traffic hazard.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Nicola Clark (District Councillor) and Andrew Middleton (Highways representative). 
2. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND SIGNING OF DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 

Robin Carpenter was re-elected as Chairman and signed the declaration of acceptance of office.
3. ELECTION OF OFFICERS

a) Clare Middleton was elected as Vice Chairman.

b) Bernie White was elected as Village Hall Representative.

c) Andrew Middleton was elected as Highways Representative.

d) Robin Carpenter was elected as Footpaths Representative.

e) Jane Humby was elected as Parish Environment Officer.

4. PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY

Having received his resignation, the Chairman thanked Andy Webb for his contribution to the Parish Council over the last few years. The Clerk agreed to advertise the new vacancy.
5. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 20th APRIL 2021 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

6. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

   None.
7. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

a) The Chairman reported that a local postal ballot was being carried out asking voters to choose between the two options being considered by Government to replace the existing five councils (One Somerset vs Stronger Somerset). Ballot papers are being posted this week and the submission deadline is the 4th June.
b) The Chairman thanked GS for her help in trying to obtain contact details for the owners of the property on the High Street, which is thought be contributing to a vermin problem.
c) Wessex Internet have given an online presentation to parishioners that were interested in finding out more details of their initiative to provide superfast broadband to rural areas.

8. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

NC and MK’s reports have been previously circulated. 
GS gave details of Somerset Waste Partnership’s presentation on their expanded kerbside recycling initiative, due to be introduced at the end of June. This includes the introduction of a large bright blue plastic bag for holding items, some not currently accepted. Further details are available on the SSDC or Hardington websites.

GS commented on the TPO proposed for the two beech trees in North Lane, on the boundary of a site for which there is a planning proposal.

9. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

Daphne Creed spoke on behalf of the VHC.  A detailed Covid risk assessment has been carried out and the appropriate actions implemented. This includes sanitiser use and a medical kit. Guidance for hall users has been produced and is available on the website and in the Messenger (hall users may like to carry out their own risk assessment).

Daphne thanked Bernie White for repairing the garage door.

Bowshers have begun the remedial electrical work and hope to be finished within the week. Quotes are being obtained to replace the kitchen door.
The VHC still have vacancies for the positions of Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and Treasurer.
10. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda. A submission entitled ‘Notification of prior approval for conversion of agricultural building into dwelling’ (Location: Vale Farm) has been added to the SSDC Planning portal. No consultation request regarding this had been received by the Parish Council.
b) There were no planning results of previous applications made after publication of the agenda.
c) The Clerk agreed to chase for an update regarding the potential planning breach of a second mobile home sited at Holtens on Barry Lane, previously reported to SSDC for investigation. 
11. HIGHWAYS 
a)  AM’s highways report was previously circulated.
b)  Despite last minute signs indicating that Primrose Hill was going to be closed for further drainage work, the work did not take place due to staff illness. 

c)  There were no further updates regarding the Moor Lane road surface issues.
d)  RC reported that following the recent heavy rain, water could once again be seen seeping from road surface on the junction of Moor Lane and Pig Hill, and further damage was likely. 
12. FOOTPATHS

a) The Chairman reported that he has asked the landowner to remove the trough that is causing an obstruction to the footpath at the top of Windmill Hill.
b) RC is still awaiting a response regarding his request for a galvanized footpath gate to replace the unstable stile at the top of the steps on Broadstone Lane. (This is in addition to those gates requested for Y10/12 and Y7/5 Windmill Hill to Pendomer).
13. PARISH ISSUES
a) BW is aiming to make a start on restoring the telephone boxes to a usable standard in the near future.  
b) The Parish Council heard that their application to re-register The Mandeville Arms pub as an “Asset of Community Value” (following it’s 3-year expiry), was declined.  The reason given for the SSDC decision was that ‘it has not furthered the social wellbeing or social interests of local community in the recent (= 5 Years) past’.

c) RC is still hoping to progress the “Wildlife Corridor” project and is waiting to hear back from landowners in order to put a map together for the project. 
14. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) The new “Caterpillar-Swinger” and “Balance Trail” installation has been completed. The Chairman thanked those involved in the removal of the old rotting equipment.
b) The Chairman has printed new signs with COVID related guidance to be installed at the Community Field, including guidance relating to the use of the BBQ. The Clerk thanked Margaret Casey for cleaning the BBQs grills.
c) The Clerk received a report that the safety matting had worn away at the bottom of the fort slide, exposing the foundation concrete. The new equipment installer, Play UK Playgrounds, quoted £75 to carry out the repair. The Chairman and Clerk agreed to give the go ahead (without full PC approval) for this repair to be carried out, as Play Uk were working in the area and it was less than £100 (as per the financial regulations).
15. RISK MANAGEMENT

None.
16. FINANCE
a) The Internal Audit Report has been completed and there were no comments. The Chairman thanked Nick Lunt for carrying out the audit.

b) A resolution was passed to approve the Annual Governance Statement. 

c) A resolution was passed to approve the Accounting Statements.

d) A resolution was passed to approve the payment of £508.75 for the Parish Council Insurance due 1st June 2021 (Year 3 of 3 Year LTA (previous year was £495)).

e) The Clerk’s hours for April (22.5 hours) were approved. 

f) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoice:

· SSDC Parish Ranger Scheme Qtr 4 (£416.25 + VAT £83.25)         


  £499.50

· Play UK Playgrounds Ltd (£2447.00 + VAT £489.40)



£2936.40

· Play UK Playgrounds Ltd (£75.00 + VAT £15.00)




    £90.00

17. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The following tasks were carried out by the Ranger in May:
· Culverts cleared.

· Strimmed around church and triangle

· Strimmed Moor lane.

· Strimmed Primrose Hill signs and grit bin.

· Painted Pen Hill finger post sign.

· Strimmed bench below Prospect Farm.

· Weed sprayed around village hall.

b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for June:
· Apply preservative treatment to Community Field equipment.

· Paint the two windows located to the side of the Village Hall and stain the Village Hall noticeboard.

18. CORRESPONDENCE 
None.
19. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Chairman: RC stated that Ernest Kong would soon be leaving the village after 34 years of living there. Ernest very kindly intends to donate an annual sum of money to the village to hold an annual party at the Community Field, for all villagers to enjoy (and for him to come and visit!).  It was agreed to agenda this for further discussion at June’s meeting.
Councilors: JC would like the Parish Council to consider purchasing “Litter Pick Boards’, containing litter pick equipment for public use. Examples of these can be found on the website for ‘The 2 minute Foundation’. It was agreed this should be put on the agenda for June.
Clerk: None.
20. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 8.20pm.  The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 15th June 2021 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall).  
