MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 17th MAY 2022 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








             Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter, Richard Beatson, Joanna Szmaj, Jane Creed and Malcolm White
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk), Mike Hewitson (County Councillor) and 1 Member of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
No items were bought for discussion.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Gina Seaton (District Councillor) and Andrew Middleton.
2. COUNCILLORS SIGNING OF DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE.

The five elected Councillors signed the declaration of acceptance of office.
3. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND SIGNING OF DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 

Robin Carpenter was elected as Chairman and signed the declaration of acceptance of office.
4. PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES

There are two Parish councillor vacancies remaining.  

5. ELECTION OF OFFICERS

a) Jane Creed was elected as Vice Chairman.

b) Richard Beatson was elected as Village Hall Representative.

c) Andrew Middleton agreed to continue as Highways Representative.

d) Robin Carpenter agreed to continue as Footpaths Representative.

e) Jane Creed agreed to continue as Parish Environment Officer.

6. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 19th APRIL 2022 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

7. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None
8. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

None
9. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

Mike Hewitson reported on the SCC changes happening in the move towards a unitary authority. He also reported on the Chinnock Hollow survey (expected by July) and the planned A30, West Coker six-week closure for road re-surfacing and traffic light refurbishment.

10. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) The following planning applications were received:

i) App No: 22/00864/HOU The removal of existing small rear extension and erection of larger single story flat roof extension with glazed lanterns to the rear elevation. Location: Moor Farm, Moor Lane Hardington Mandeville. There were no objections.

App No: 22/00946/S73 S73 application to vary condition 2 (approved plans) and remove condition 11 (footpath link) of approval 18/03891/FUL (The erection of 3 dwellings and formation of a new vehicular access) to allow changed design for Plot 1, in order to achieve a 2-storey design that would be in keeping with the previously approved dwellings on Plots 2 and 3 and to remove the requirement that a footpath link be provided onto the public footpath to the east of the site. The Parish Council objected to both parts of this application as 1) it is viewed that there is more demand for down-sizing properties (such as bungalows) within the village; 2) As the access to the site is on a dangerous section of road, the PC felt it is important to provide pedestrians and cyclists safe access to these homes via the footpath link.  
b) The following new planning application was received after publication of the agenda:
i) App No: 22/01155/FUL Proposed erection of a garage to serve Plot 1 on the previously approved development ref. 18/03891/FUL Location: Land North Of Tall Elms Broadstone Lane. There were no objections.
c) SSDC have said they have contacted the owner regarding the potential planning breach of a second mobile home sited at Holtens on Barry Lane and are awaiting a response. It was agreed that the Clerk should continue to chase this.
d) SSDC have said they have no documents on file relating to the unauthorised business use of land and buildings at Hardington Marsh and would assign an officer when one becomes available. It was agreed that the Clerk should continue to chase this.

e) The Chairman reported that a parishioner had raised concerns that they had not been consulted by SSDC Planning regarding an application for a new balcony to the rear of Robin Hill (App No: 22/00576/HOU). They felt they should have been part of the applicant’s ‘neighbour consultation’ validation as their property backs on to Robin Hill. It was agreed the Clerk should write to SSDC querying this.
11. HIGHWAYS 
a)  AM’s highways report was previously circulated.  The slippage of the road surface at the top of Pig Hill (North side) has been reported, but SCC do not believe it is a problem requiring attention.
b) Notice of a temporary road closure at Broadstone Lane has been received. The works are expected to commence on 30th May 2022 and last for 5 days to enable Wessex Water to carry out new connection works.
c) Concerns were raised regarding the very poor state of New Road (between Hardington and Haselbury Plucknett) following its excessive use as an unofficial diversion during the A30 road closure. The PC are keen for SCC Highways to inspect and assess the entire length of the road and address any issues found.
12. FOOTPATHS

There were no new issues.
13. PARISH ISSUES
a) Following discussion, it was agreed to purchase 6 litter pickers and some rubbish bags for parishioner use to determine if parishioners will make use of them.  If they prove popular then the purchasing of a litter station will be considered.
b) The Clerk is still waiting for details from SSDC regarding dog poo bin specification and installation costs.  Cllr Beatson reported that the bin at the Nature Reserve was overflowing.  The Clerk agreed to contact SSDC Environmental Services team to arrange for it to be emptied.
c) The Parish Council have received a £500 donation from the Mary Wang Foundation towards Hardington’s 2nd Annual Party-in-the-Park to commemorate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  The Chairman thanked Ernest Kong on behalf of the PC.  
d) The Chairman has written a letter to be sent to landowners in the village, to determine if they are interested in participating in a survey by the Somerset Wildlife Trust with the aim to make proposals on how to encourage wildlife.  This would cost £188 per day and would need 2.5 days (approx. £470).
e) Defibrillator and first aid training (by Paul Cosh) will be held in the village hall at 7.30pm on the 26th May. The Clerk agreed to advertise this on local facebook groups. 
f) A resolution was passed to adopt the Local Government Authority’s new code of conduct.

14. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) Despite contacting numerous companies to request a quote for the installation of a basketball hoop and hard-standing, the Clerk has only received two. Of the two quotes received Play (UK) Playgrounds was marginally lower.  As the PC have been very satisfied with their previous work it was agreed to go with Play (UK) Playgrounds Ltd. A resolution was passed to place the order with Play (UK) Playgrounds Ltd at a cost of £4535 (this excludes the cost of the basketball hoop @ approx.£1000). The Clerk agreed to contact the two companies to notify them of this decision.
b) The Chairman met with Halycon, and it was agreed to reduce the frequency of grass mowing in the top area of the Community Field, with a view to encourage wildlife.  
c) The Chairman has come across a number of used disposable bbqs placed in the hot coal bin near the brick bbq. People using these disposable bbq’s should be taking them home for recycling. It was agreed additional signage should be put up, reminding users that rubbish should be taken home. 

d) Halycon have applied weed-killer to the bike track, footpaths and carpark area.
e) The Chairman has seen an outdoor skittles game made of a stick tripod, with a ball hanging from a string to knock the skittles over, which he felt was a simple design to provide entertainment.  It was agreed he would re-create this game for use at the community field.
15. FINANCE
a) The Bank Reconciliation at 31st March 2022 (quarterly and year end) was approved.

b) The Final Budget Analysis for 2021/2022 was reviewed.  

c) The Annual Internal Audit has been completed. The PC would like to record their thanks to Nick Lunt for carrying out the audit. A resolution was passed to approve the signing of the ‘Certificate of Exemption’ form (as the authority meets the circumstances required to exempt themselves from a limited assurance review).
d) A resolution was passed to approve the Annual Governance Statement 2021/22. 

e) A resolution was passed to approve the Accounting Statements 2021/22.

f) A resolution was passed to approve the payment for the Parish Council Insurance due 1st June 2022. It was agreed to sign up for the 3 Year LTA with Zurich Municipal.  The annual payment is therefore £443.24 (previous year was £482).  

g) The Clerk’s hours for April (24 hours) were approved. 

h) The Opening Up Safely & Reconnecting Communities Stage 3 £2500 grant has been received, but before any equipment is purchased, a location for storing the equipment needed to be agreed.  The VHC have said there is currently no space at the village hall.  It was thought that some of the tables stored in the garage could be cleared out if no longer used. The Chairman agreed to store some of the equipment temporarily until a permanent storage location could be found.  
It was therefore agreed that the Clerk should go ahead with the purchase of the equipment so that it can arrive in time for use at the jubilee celebrations.
16. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The Ranger carried out the following tasks in May:
· Strimmed Moor notice board, phone box, Moor Lane, Pig hill, North lane, Triangle. 

· Tidied the church wall.

· Strimmed phone box and bank opposite Mandeville Arms.

· Strimmed Pen hill visibilities and village signs.

· Repaired Barry Lane style.

b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for June:
· Add soil to top surface of Community Field wooden tunnel.

· Clear drain on Coker Hill, approx. 200m above the Community Field entrance.

· Strim and hedge-trim Backhouse lane to Nature Reserve.

· Stain Hardington Moor noticeboard.

· Weedkill village hall car park.

17. CORRESPONDENCE 
None.
18. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

a) There was no update regarding the possibility of additional parking spaces for the hall on adjacent land.
19. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Chairman: None.
Councilors: None.
Clerk: None.
20. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 9.15pm.  The next meeting Parish Council is on Tuesday 21st June 2022 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.  

