MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 19th NOVEMBER 2019 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Ernest Kong, Andrew Webb, Malcolm White, Jane Creed, and Clare Middleton, Mark Keating (County Councillor) and Gina Seaton (District Councillor).

In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 4 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner enquired as to whether the PC were considering a neighbour-hood plan under section 6e.  The Chairman responded that this was yet to be discussed.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Catherine Hyde-Phillips and Nicola Clark (District Councillor).
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 15th OCTOBER 2019 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved and signed by the acting Chairman as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

JC declared an interest in sections 6a. iii) and 6d.
4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

RC gave a summary of the SALC AGM, which he attended recently. Of particular note, he was interested to hear that Langport town council have installed an all-weather table-tennis table at their recreation ground, which has proved very popular. He believes this may be a consideration for Hardington community Field.
5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

MK and NC’s reports had been previously circulated.
MK reported that he had continued to chase up the issue of the Rectory Lane footpath application and hoped that it may taken “out-of-turn” following his request and that of the PC and parishioners. This may still result in the application taking two years before it is addressed, but potentially a lot quicker than the current waiting list, which is 20-30 years!
GS reported that she had objected to the application to build 70+ houses on land behind Yeovil Court Hotel. There is another consultation meeting to discuss the Keyford development site (approx. 800 houses) at 6pm on 18th December at the Brympton Way Council Offices.
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) The following planning applications were received:

i) App no: 19/02891/HOU. Proposed extension to dwelling, the erection of a garage and alterations to existing access. Location: Robin Hill, High Street. Applicant Mr G Marshall. There were no objections.

ii) App no: 19/02458/LBC Alterations to rebuild/repair damaged gate piers and to increase distance between piers. Location: Hardington house, Wimborough Lane. Applicant: Mr Simon Paxton. There were no objections.
iii)  App no: 19/02903/HOU Alterations for the conversion of an existing detached garage into a home office and the creation of a dormer window to east elevation.  Location: Smithfields, High Street. Applicant: Mr A Taylor. There were no objections.
b) There were no planning applications received after publication of this agenda.

c) There were no results of previous applications received.

d) After continuous chasing, a response was finally received from Tim Wills, the planning enforcement officer regarding the unapproved mobile home, barn and use of land at Hardington Marsh.  As he has not received a certificate of lawful development application or a planning application, Tim intends to issue a planning contravention notice, which is a series of questions which the owner is compelled to answer.  This is usually a precursor to an enforcement notice.
e) For information only, notice has been received for the following: App no: 19/02878/TPO Application to carry out tree works to 1 no. Ash as shown within the SSDC TPO 1994 confirmed 01/06/94. Location: Sycamore Cottage, Rectory Lane. Applicant: Faith Harrell.
f) A copy of the last Parish Plan created, dated 2008-2012 was circulated, but this was clearly out-of-date. It was reported that Parish Plans have little weight with regards to village development. Neighbourhood Plans are a legal document and should be taken into consideration when determining planning applications, but they are very expensive and time consuming to produce. Housing needs surveys were also discussed but the previous survey of this kind that was carried out was unsuccessful for several reasons. It was decided it could be useful to learn a little more about neighbourhood plans and it was agreed to contact SSDC to ask them if they had someone who could speak at the Annual Assembly in April on this subject. 
7. HIGHWAYS 
a) ND reported that many of the road issues that have been raised this month have already been highlighted for repair.

b) Notice has been received of the temporary road closure of Ridge Lane, Primrose Hill and Font Lane (order begins 27th November 2019.  BT Openreach work is expected to last 3 days).

c) With regards to the speeding issue on West Coker Hill, ND agreed to contact SCC highways to ask them to provide results of the speeding survey previously carried out on West Coker Hill. 
d) ND is still trying to get a contact name for someone in the ‘Structures’ department, to discuss the collapsing east end of the wall along the triangle at the top of North Lane.  The PC asked that he continues his efforts in pursuing this, as they feel it is SCC’s responsibility to repair this hazard.
e) ND stated that SCC have said they believe the tarmac around the manhole at the entrance to the Royal Oak car park has failed.  He has passed on details to the contractors for further repairs. 

8. FOOTPATHS

a) As discussed, letters have been written to Mr Saint (Rights of Way Officer) asking him to consider fast-tracking the investigation of the Rectory Lane application.  We are now waiting for his response.
b) A letter expressing the PC’s support for the application to add a Bridleway at Cold Harbour Lane has been sent to SCC. It is hoped a decision will be issued in the near future.

9. PARISH ISSUES
a) The PC discussed the future of the two redundant red telephone kiosks. The door of the Mandeville kiosk is in a poor state, and to replace or repair it could cost in the region of £1K. If repaired, one option would be to use it as a village information hub. The Moor kiosk is in reasonable condition.  RC suggested that this could be used to house a second village defibrillator. Alternatively, both kiosks could be sold and may possibly raise £1-2K that could be re-invested elsewhere. It was agreed NC would put a note in the Messenger asking for parishioner input on this decision.
b) The Defibrillator training event proved successful with 18 people in attendance.

c) The 2020 Hardington Street Fayre is to be held on 27th June.  The Street Fayre will be organised on behalf of the Parish Council and will therefore be covered by their insurance.
10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) RC has written to Touchwood stating that the PC thought their “discounted price” of £14K + VAT to replace the rotten log structures and the wooden posts (that they supplied 8 years ago) was unreasonable and that the PC wouldn’t be re-ordering with them or recommending them to anyone in the future.  Alternative quotes are being obtained.
b) Further discussion took place regarding the problem of dog fouling in the community field.  While several councilors are in favour of banning dogs from the field, RC stated that he heard from several parishioners who were against the ban. It was decided to make one last attempt at getting people to clear up after their dogs by purchasing additional more prominent signs and also putting notes, reminding dog-owners of their responsibility, in local media.

c) As shot-blasting and re-painting the rusting goal-posts was likely to be very expensive it was decided that RC would get a team together to sand-down and repaint them by hand instead.  

d) Having heard of the popularity of the outdoor table-tennis table at Langport playing field, RC believes it is something that the PC may wish to consider purchasing for Hardington Community Field. RC has found a suitable all-weather table online for less than £600. It was agreed to place a note in the Messenger asking for feedback as to whether parishioners would like this facility. 
11. RISK MANAGEMENT

a) There were no issues.
12. FINANCE
a) The Clerk’s hours for October (22.00 hours) were approved. 

b) The Bank Reconciliation at 30th September 2019 was approved.

c) The Budget Analysis for Quarter 2 2019 was discussed.  

d) The draft budget plan for 2020-21 was discussed. Cost figures for replacing the wood structures at the community field, gully jetting and repairing the North Lane wall (if any) were still unknown at this time.  It was clear that due to thrifty-spending for the last few years, reserves at the end of this financial year would still be very high.  A resolution was passed to aim to reduce the required precept to £14K for the final budget plan, to be reviewed in January.
e) A resolution was passed to approve the following payments:

   SSDC – Ranger Scheme Qtr 2 July-September £382.50+ VAT £76.50


£459.00


  SSDC – Hardington & Pendomer Community Annual Licence fee

              £70.00

13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The following tasks were carried out by the Ranger in November:

· Began replacement of 2 stiles on footpath Y10/11.
· Removed temporary rails on Moor lane to shop footpath.
· Checked grit bins and loosened rock salt.

b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for October:
· Complete 2 x stile replacement with metal footpath gates on Y10/11

· Complete repairs to fencing on footpath from Moor Lane to the shop.  
· Clear gullies along Broadstone Lane.
A parishioner has been in contact regarding recent flooding along Broadstone Lane.  It was suggested that if surface clearance does not resolve this issue the drains might need jetting. NC agreed to contact ND to enquire if he had a list of any other drains that may require jetting.
14. CORRESPONDENCE 
None.
15. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

a) AW reported that the large screen, projector, hearing loop and floor vents have all been installed. The next projects that are being considered are:

- Replacement of the flat roof. 
- Repairs to the damp wall behind the stage.

- The disabled toilets (rising damp problem)

- A disabled parking bay
16.  MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

a) Chairman: None.
b) Councilors: None.
c) Clerk: None.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 21st January 2020 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.  The meeting closed at 9.28pm.
After the meeting there was an opportunity for the public to speak: 
There were no other items bought for discussion.
