MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 17th NOVEMBER 2020 BY VIDEO CONFERENCE
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








             Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Ernest Kong, Bernie White, Malcolm White, Jane Creed, Andy Webb, Clare Middleton and Gina Seaton (District Councillor).
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 5 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
No items were brought for discussion.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Mark Keating (County Councillor) and Nicola Clark (District Councillor).
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 20th OCTOBER 2020 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

   None.
4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

The Chairman reported that he had attended the recent SALC Climate Change Emergency meeting and circulated a summary of this. While there are limited options that can be done to effect climate change at ‘small’ Parish level such as Hardington, one initiative maybe to introduce “wildlife corridors” to increase biodiversity.  Grants maybe available to help fund this. The Chairman has been in contact with Somerset Wildlife Trust to discuss this and has drafted a letter to parish farmers asking for their support with this initiative.  The PC approved this letter.  
5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

MK and NC’s reports had been previously circulated. 
GS reported that the Phosphate pollution issue raised by Natural England has put a hold on decisions for all new planning applications, including any applications for new dwellings, annexes, caravan sites, commercial premises, tourism sites, agricultural buildings, etc.  There is currently no timescale for when acceptable solutions to this issue will be determined. It is therefore going to have a major impact on the building industry, businesses and residents across the majority of Somerset.
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) Planning Applications received:

i) App No: App No: 20/02823/S73 Application to vary condition 2 (approved plans) of approval 20/01311/HOU to raise the eaves further and remove the dormer windows. Location: Orchard Cottage, Moor Lane. 
The Chairman explained that the description of this application was a little misleading as the amended plans show that the entire roof is to be raised (ie. the ridge height is to be increased) and not just the eaves. He felt however, it was a relatively minor increase in height. There were no objections.
b) There were no applications received after publication of the agenda:

c) The following result of a previous application was reported:

i) App No: 20/02912/NMA Non-material amendment to approval 19/03188/HOU; to extend the roof of the front extension to form a canopy overhang of approx. 1metre. Location:  Windrush Pig Hill.  Application approved.

d) SSDC have announced that they now have a “Housing Land Supply” equivalent to 6 years. This means that this issue can no longer be used as an argument to approve new housing in areas where there is a presumption against development. CM raised concern that the Mandeville Arms application was included in this report, despite the fact that a decision has not yet been made on this application.
e) A member of the SSDC Locality team visited the Mandeville Arms site recently and reported that no works that required planning permission have taken place at the site. The Mandeville Arm’s listing on SSDC’s “Asset of Community Value” Register is due to expire on 17/02/20. The PC resolved to submit a new application form to renew the registration once it expires.
7. HIGHWAYS 
a) The Moor Lane surface issues reported by AM have now been repaired.
b) The Moor Lane to Shop footpath issues are ongoing.
c) Somerset Highways have said that they have no responsibility for carrying out this work.

8. FOOTPATHS

a) RC reported that there has been no progress in confirming the bridleway status of Y10/50 Moor Lane to North Lane. He will make further enquiries.

b) Coldharbour Lane – the modification order to make this a Restricted Byway was published on     October 23rd. If no objections are raised by December 17th it will be confirmed.
9. PARISH ISSUES
a) CM and BW have circulated costing estimates to repair the telephone boxes to a usable standard. The total estimate was approximately £2000. It was decided a project manager will need to be found to co-ordinate the work. 
b) A new dog poo bin has been purchased and RC has attached it to a suitable post near the lower entrance of the Nature Reserve. The PC approved the purchase of extra fixing straps if required (<£20) to secure the bin. Natural England have thanked the PC for providing this. 
10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) RC reported that he has put up new signs for the Community Field stating that the play equipment can still be used during lockdown (in accordance with government guidelines).
b) A replacement Zipline seat has been ordered from Online Playgrounds.
c) JC stated that the wooden play tunnel has now rotted through. JC also asked if the PC would like Gareth to cut the Community Field hedges this year. JC agreed to circulate a quote for the work.  

11. RISK MANAGEMENT

a) None.
12. FINANCE
a) The Clerk’s hours for October (22 Hours) were confirmed. 
b) The draft budget was reviewed and it was agreed the 2021-22 precept should remain at the 2020-21 level of £14,000.
13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) A progress update for October had not yet been received.
b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for October:
· Finish re-painting signpost at the bottom of Pen Lane.

· Apply preservative treatment to Community Field equipment.

· Strim around metal bench on Pen Lane (below Prospect Farm).

CM stated that the footpath signs at the top of the high street need adjusting so that they point in the right direction. CM agreed to send details of the signs concerned to the Clerk to add to the Ranger’s task list.
14. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) SSC’s One Somerset Vs SSDC’s Stronger Somerset.  It was decided that as PC members had no strong views on this subject, it should be left to those with necessary expertise to debate and decide what is the best option for Somerset.
15. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

AW reported that there were currently no plans to re-open the Village Hall due to COVID safety requirements.
16. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

a) Chairman: None.
b) Councilors: None.
c) Clerk: None.
    Members of the public and the Clerk were excluded from the meeting, so that staffing matters could be discussed in a closed session.

17. STAFF APPRAISAL & SALARY REVIEW

18. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 19th January 2021 at 7.30pm by video conference.  
