 MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 16th NOVEMBER 2021 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








             Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Joanna Szmaj, Richard Beatson, Jane Creed, Malcolm White, Clare Middleton, Gina Seaton (District Councillor) and Mark Keating (County Councillor).
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 3 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
No items were bought for discussion.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Bernie White and Nicola Clark (District Councillor).
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 19th OCTOBER 2021 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None
4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

None.
5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

NC and MK’s reports had been previously circulated. 
MK reported that the specialist survey of Chinnock Hollow has been carried out and they are now awaiting the report. Road works that require the A30 at West Coker to be closed are due to be carried out in August 2022, but MK has stated that this work will not happen until the work to re-open Chinnock Hollow has been completed.

6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) The following planning application was received:

i) App no:21/02802/HOU Erection of new garage building Location: Willow Cottage, Lyatts Hill, Hardington Mandeville (previously known as Walnut Tree Farm). There were no objections.

b) There were no new planning applications received after publication of the agenda.
c) There were no results of previous applications.
d) Regarding the potential planning breach of a second mobile home sited at Holtens on Barry Lane, the SSDC enforcement team have changed the status to ‘assessment and investigation’ and have said they intend to carry out a site visit. 
e) Regarding the unauthorised business use of land and buildings at Hardington Marsh, SSDC have said that the previous file on this has been reported as lost. They have asked for a new breach report to be submitted. 
7. HIGHWAYS 
a) AM’s highways report was previously circulated. There are a number of new road-surface issues. All three areas where river safety barriers had collapsed have now been repaired. However, the barrier at on the downstream side of the brook near the shop has not been replaced and it was felt that it should be. AM agreed to request this.
b)  SCC have investigated the issue of water egressing from the road surface at the Moor Lane/Pig Hill junction and have said a length of drainpipe has collapsed under the road and needs replacing.
c) Work has begun to repair the collapsing wall at the top of North Lane.
8. FOOTPATHS

a) There was no update on the replacement footpath gates on the footpath from Windmill Hill to Pendomer. 
b) The application for a footpath from St Mary’s Church, via Rectory Lane, to the Mandeville Arms’ car park has been refused by the SCC Rights of Way Modification team following completion of their investigation.
c) Following the repairs to the safety barriers at the bottom of North Lane, the Chairman has requested a new bridleway sign from SCC Rights of Way department, as the previous footpath sign has been removed.
9. PARISH ISSUES
a) JC gave details of Somerton PC’s experience of their litter picking stations. This has currently been removed due to Covid restrictions, but prior to this they felt the station was an effective way to encourage people to litter-pick. The equipment has not gone missing so far, but only cheaper equipment had been purchased. As volunteers, litter pickers would be covered by the PC insurance. A question was raised as to whether a risk assessment would need to be carried out. JC agreed to look into this.
b) The Chairman is waiting for an update from Natural England regarding the possible installation of a new footpath gate, wide enough to allow mobility scooter access.
c) A lengthy discussion took place on ideas for tackling climate change that could be implemented by the PC. Initiatives carried out by other community’s include electric charging points, car sharing schemes, encouraging active travel, expanding bicycle lanes, generating sustainable energy, tree planting, rewilding, encouraging ‘buy local’, managing land for wildlife etc. It was agreed to put a note in the messenger asking for suggestions.
d) One of the doors on the noticeboard opposite the Mandeville Arms has been damaged by the wind. The lock has been fixed, but the perspex needs replacing. A resolution was passed to approve the purchase of the replacement perspex. A restrainer to stop the door opening fully will also be fitted.

10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) The Clerk has received a quote of approximately £65 for a new sign for the Community Field, listing the main rules and also contact details for the field. A resolution was passed to approve this purchase.
b) Ben Turner has kindly agreed to cut the Community Field hedges again this winter, at the same price as the previous year. 

c) RC has received confirmation from Huck Nets that their parent company in Germany do not have an issue with the addition of bracing to the Rope Swinger, to prevent the posts moving inwards any further.  Simon Williams of Play UK Ltd has kindly offered to fit the bracing free of charge (at the end of November).  A resolution was passed to approve £198 spending for the cost of materials required for the brace. 
11. RISK MANAGEMENT

a) TW has added an accessibility statement to the website giving details of any non-compliance issues. He has tested the website using an automated accessibility evaluation tool and the website compliance was between 92% and 100% score. It was agreed that this was acceptable and no further action is required at this time.
b) TW has set up dedicated Parish Council email addresses and has agreed to help councilors configure these on their PCs if required.

12. FINANCE
a) The Clerks hours for October were confirmed (21.5 Hours). 

b) The draft budget was reviewed and it was agreed the 2022-23 precept should remain at the 2021-22 level of £14,000. It was suggested that the amount available for donations to local village groups should be publicised as it has not been allocated for the last couple of years. 
c) The updating of Nat West signatories is still in progress.

d) The PC has S.106 funds of £2323 available from the Moor End Nursery development. This money was originally intended to fund the Community Field shelter, however SSDC have said this cannot be claimed retrospectively. In addition, it can only be spent on projects that fall into the category of ‘Youth Facilities’. Ideas suggested were a basketball goal with a hard-standing area or a table tennis table. It was agreed that these options should be investigated further and a note should be put in the Messenger asking for parishioner views. 
e) A resolution was passed to approve the following payments:

· SSDC Ranger Scheme Quarter 2  -  £466.20 + VAT £93.24


   
£559.44

· SALC - Councillor Essentials training course




  £25.00

13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The following tasks were carried out by the Ranger in November :

· Strimmed Moor Lane, village signs, phone box.

· Cleared drains
· Cleared moss around village hall entrance.
b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for December:
· Apply preservative to Community Field equipment.

· Apply preservative to Notice board opposite Mandeville Arms.

· Clear moss, leaves etc from village hall area.

· Clear drains.
14. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

KD has said the VHC are currently working on a plan to determine what work they would like to prioritise for the next year. They are keen carry out work to prevent rain water leaking down the internal wall before further damage occurs.
15. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) None.
16. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Chairman: None.
Councilors: None.
Clerk: None.
17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 8.50pm.  The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 18th January 2022 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.  
