MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 15th NOVEMBER 2022 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








             Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter, Richard Beatson, Robert Halls, Joanna Szmaj, Malcolm White and Mike Hewitson (County Councillor), 
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 4 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner asked the PC if they were aware of the recent doorstep milk and egg thefts.  He had found it next to impossible to report these thefts to the police as it was not an option to do this online and there was no answer on the 101 number.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Peter Higgins, Gina Seaton (District Councillor), Oliver Patrick (County Councillor) and Nicola Clark (District Councillor)
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 18th OCTOBER 2022 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
4. MATTERS OF REPORT 

a) A parishioner has expressed an interest in the remaining Parish Council vacancy, but was unable to attend this month’s meeting.

5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

Reports from Cllr Patrick and Cllr Hewitson have been previously received and circulated. Cllr Seaton and Cllr Clark were unable to attend the meeting. Cllr Hewitson gave details of the financial challenge Somerset County Council are currently facing.
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.
b) Regarding the unauthorised business use of land and buildings at Hardington Marsh, an email from SSDC has been received stating that they have recently received an application for a ‘Certificate Of Lawful Use or Development’. This is currently going through their validation process, before it becomes a ‘live’ application.
c) The PC have received confirmation that the two mobile homes have now been removed from Holtens and SSDC have closed the enforcement case.
7. HIGHWAYS 
a)  AM’s highways report was previously circulated.  The drains under the road at the junction of Moor Lane and Pig Hill have been repaired.
b)  Regarding the possible installation of a dropped kerb at the end of Rectory Lane (onto the footpath), SCC have said that due to the visibility requirements for a drop kerb it is not a straightforward job, and that it would need to go through the correct channels. The PC were surprised to hear visibility requirements were an issue at this location. Cllr Hewitson agreed to look into this further.
c)  The Ranger has been asked to carry out some clearing of the overgrown Rectory Lane verge on her next visit.
8. FOOTPATHS

a) The Chairman has been informed by SCC that the replacement footpath gates for Y10/12 and Y7/5 are on their list.
b) The Chairman has checked the stile on the footpath behind the church to Rectory Lane (also due to be replaced by a gate in the future). He reported that the footplate is a little wobbly and needs securing and would also benefit from some chicken wire to make it less slippery.  This has been added to the Ranger’s list.
9. PARISH ISSUES
a) The Chairman read out the notice he has written to attach to the wheely bin containing the litter picking equipment.  He has also purchased the fixings to hold the equipment in place inside the bin. 
b) The postponed presentation by Eleanor Higginson of Somerset Wildlife Trust has been rescheduled for Wednesday 16th November, 7.30pm, Hardington Village Hall.

c) The Chairman reported that a new door frame for the phone box opposite the Mandeville Arms would cost between £280 and £345. The existing surface could then be rubbed down and repainted.  It was felt this would be significantly cheaper that shotblasting, (The only quote for shot blasting received so far is £850). A resolution was passed to approve the purchase of the frame.  Also relating to the telephone box, the PC stated they were happy for a parishioner to use the box to display a Christmas tree.
d) The Chairman feels that the Moor Lane BT box is also in a poor state and that the PC should consider selling this. Views on this were divided as some Councillors want to see the box remain.  It was agreed to ask the Ranger to cut back the hedge around the box a lot further.
e) The street fayre committee had previously asked the PC if they would support the fayre being held at the community field next year. However, following a committee meeting at the weekend, it was decided to continue the fayre in its existing location.
f) The street fayre committee have asked if the PC would consider the purchase of a gas BBQ for village events, as usually one has to be borrowed.  The example bbq given costs £620.00. The PC felt this was difficult to justify for only 2 events a year and storage would also be a potential issue. If borrowing a BBQ becomes problematic in the future, this decision could be re-evaluated.
10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) The Annual Community Field Inspection Report identified one ‘moderate risk’ relating to the crossbar of the gym monkey-bars, which is showing signs of rot. This was only installed in 2014.  The Chairman has arranged to meet with the supplier, The Toy Barn, to discuss this issue with them.

b) The overgrown bike track will be discussed at the next meeting when Cllr Higgins is present to provide further information. 
c) The Chairman has received a quote of £300 for rebuilding the BBQ, although it was not clear if this included materials. The Chairman agreed to get clarification on this. 
d) The basketball post and hard-standing, post-installation inspection has been booked for the 9th January, and SSDC have confirmed this date is acceptable under the terms of the S106 grant funding. The Chairman has now fitted the supplied net to the hoop. He has received user requests for the hoop to be lowered from it’s current 10 foot standard height. It was agreed to lower the hoop to 9 feet.  The basketball post suppliers, offered to replace the incorrectly delivered backboard with the correct one or refund the PC £50.  As it would mean that the PC would have to pay to have the replacement backboard installed it was decided to accept the £50 refund.
e) It was decided to postpone the decision regarding the annual hedge-cutting until after the Somerset Wildlife Trust meeting, as it may be beneficial to reduce the number of cuts.
11. FINANCE
a) The Bank Reconciliation has been circulated and will be checked following the meeting.

b) The Budget Analysis was previously circulated.

c) The first draft of the budget for 2022-23 was discussed, with the final approval required for January’s meeting.  As the bank reserves at the year end remain at a reasonably high level, it was decided to aim to keep the precept at the previous year’s level of £14,000.
d) The Clerk reported 23 hours for October. 

e) A CIL payment of £775.10 has been received from SSDC in respect of the ‘Land North of Tall Elms’ development.

f) The VHC have asked the PC to purchase the baby-changing table for the new disabled toilets. A resolution was passed to approve this (£102.54 + £20.51 = £125.03)

g) The Clerk is still waiting for Nat West to contact her to make an appointment to collect items from the Safe Custody, following the service withdrawal.
h) A resolution was passed to approve the following payments:

-SSDC Ranger Scheme October 2022 (£160.06 + VAT£32.01)

              
   £192.07

-R Carpenter reimbursement for litter picking fixings




     £13.84

12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) It was unknown what tasks had been carried out in November.
b) The following tasks are currently on the Ranger’s list:
· Clear Rectory Lane verge
· Replace broken footpath sign on Holtens Lane (Y10/41)
· Repair stile off Rectory Lane (behind Church)

· Clear Penn Lane drains (Pendomer end).

· Stain Hardington Moor Notice board

13. CORRESPONDENCE 
None.
14. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

The VHC are holding their first Moviola ‘matinee’ this week to determine if attendance figures could be higher during the day.  Work has begun on the disabled toilets and the VHC are keen to keep the budget within the £10K lottery grant.
15. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Chairman: None.
Councilors: None.
Clerk: None.
Members of the Public were excluded so that staffing matters could be discussed in a closed session.

16. STAFF MATTERS

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 8.55pm.  The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, 17th January at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.  
