MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 15th OCTOBER 2019 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Andrew Webb, Malcolm White, Jane Creed, Catherine Hyde-Phillips and Clare Middleton, Mark Keating (County Councillor), Gina Seaton (District Councillor) and Nicola Clark (District Councillor).

In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 4 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner stated that despite being fully appreciative and tolerant of the fact that Hardington is a farming village, this year is the first year in 42 years of living in the village, that they have felt it necessary to complain about the excessive mud on the road following the Maize harvest.  The parishioner’s husband had almost come off his bike while cycling through the mud, and it was very dangerous for any traffic that had to go through it. 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Robin Carpenter (Chairman) and Ernest Kong.
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 17th SEPTEMBER 2019 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved and signed by the acting Chairman as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

None.
5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

MK, GS and NC’s reports had been previously circulated.
MK reported that he had liaised with Andrew Saint regarding the application for a modification to the definitive map in the Rectory Lane area.  MK has asked NC to write a letter to Andrew Saint, on behalf of the PC, asking for the application to be taken out-of-turn on the basis of the relevant reasons given in the document, “The Definitive Map and Statement of Rights of Way Statement of Priorities”, which he had sent to NC previously. 
With regard to the possibility of SLOW signs being painted on the road at the bottom of West Coker Hill, SCC Highways have stated that they will only do this adjacent to sign-posted warning signs.  This would involve providing evidence that there is a speeding issue in this area and also incur a significant cost.  It was thought that a recent traffic survey had been carried out and had not provided enough evidence.
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) The following planning applications were received:

i)  App no: 19/02355/HOU The carrying out of alterations and the erection of a first floor extension over existing garage. Location: Poachers Lodge, Moor Lane. Applicant: Mr Brad Ellis. There were no objections
b) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.

c) The following result of a previous application was received:

i) App no: 19/01991/HOU Erection of a Single Storey Extension. Location:  Ashwood High Street. Applicant: Mr & Mrs D. Griffiths. Application approved.
d) Despite several emails asking, there was no update regarding the unapproved mobile home, barn and use of land at Hardington Marsh. NC agreed to chase this up again.
e) A lengthy discussion took place regarding the possibility of somehow determining and reporting what people might like to see in terms of development in Hardington in the next few years.  This could then be communicated to SSDC.  The possibility of carrying out a survey and creating a Parish Plan or Neighbour-hood Plan were mentioned.  NC agreed to investigate what was currently in place and agenda this subject for further discussion at next month’s meeting.
7. HIGHWAYS 
a) ND’s report contained 3 new defects of which 2 have been highlighted for repair.
b) With regards to providing evidence of speeding on West Coker Hill, Neil felt that it would be difficult to provide evidence of speeding as it is more the perception of speed on a sharp corner that is the problem rather than actual high speeds. 
c) Regarding the collapsing east end of the wall along the triangle at the top of North Lane, ND is still trying to get a contact name for someone in the ‘Structures’ department.
d) Following several complaints of excessive mud on the road, Cllr Malcolm White responded by firstly apologising to the parishioner at the meeting for any difficulties caused.  He explained that this year, the Maize was not ready to be harvested when they had hoped, and due to the recent adverse weather, the ground was a lot wetter and therefore muddier.  The road was scraped at the first opportunity following the harvest and he felt there was little else that could be done.  The PC discussed the situation and agreed with this, but it was suggested that signs should be put in place so that any approaching traffic is warned of the hazard prior to reaching it.  Cllr White agreed that he would do this for the remaining crop.
e) SCC Highways have circulating an email giving details of their winter service for 2019.  Gritting networks are to be re-instated to their 2017-18 levels. They will also be providing their grit-bin replenishing service. They will not be providing a grit bag collection service this year.
8. FOOTPATHS

a) With regards to the application for a modification to the definitive map in the Rectory Lane area, NC agreed to write a letter to Andrew Saint to ask if the application could be fast-tracked. NC also agreed to ask the property owners affected by the footpaths, to write their own letters to Mr Saint.

9. PARISH ISSUES
a) JC is waiting to hear back from a parishioner for a quote and/or repair advice for the rotting door of the telephone box opposite the Mandeville Arms.
10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) Touchwood (who supplied the log structures and the wooden posts) have now provided a quote to replace the structures at a “discounted price” of £14,000 + VAT (!!).  NC is obtaining some quotes from alternative suppliers.
b) As the PC were happy with the service provided this year, a resolution was passed to complete a “repeat order form” for next year’s annual playground inspection with The Play Inspection Company (held at £55 plus VAT).

c) With regards to the rust on the goalpost, CH reported that she had been informed it would be cheaper to replace them rather than shot-blast and re-paint them.  

d) Another complaint has been received regarding dog faeces on the playing field.  There is still some speculation that this could be left by foxes or free-roaming farm dogs. However, as this continues to be a problem despite the PC’s attempts to resolve it (ie. Signs, dog poop bags), it was felt the only other option would be to ban dogs from the Community field.  The majority of Councilors were in favour of this but it was decided to take a final vote at November’s meeting.

11. RISK MANAGEMENT

a) There were no issues.
12. FINANCE
a) The Clerks hours for September (22 hours) were approved. 

b) A resolution was passed to approve payment of £758.82 to Clerk for:

· July-Sept 2019 Salary (£693.00), 

· Mileage (£16.20), 
· Other Expenses (£49.62).  

c) The approval of the Bank Reconciliation at 30th September 2019 was postponed.

d) The Budget Analysis review for Quarter 2 2019 was postponed.  

13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) Post meeting note:

The following tasks were carried out by the Ranger in October:

· Village Hall car park area tidied.
· Strimmed triangle and bank at North Lane.
· Strimmed and cleared culverts on North Lane.
· Cleared drains and area around Church wall.
· Strimmed Pen hill signs and metal bench.
· Strimmed Moor Lane to shop footpath (carried out temporary fence fix).
· Strimmed phone box and drains.
· Strimmed footpath at St Jamess Terrace.
b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for October:
· Complete repairs to fencing on footpath from Moor Lane to the shop.  

· Replace 2x stiles with metal footpath gates on Y10/11

· Clear and strim footpath between Rectory Lane and Broadstone Lane.
14. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) SALC AGM Saturday 26th October 2019 10am-3pm. Edgar Village Hall, Somerton.

b) An email has been received from Yeovil Without Parish Council asking other parish councils, when considering their budgets, to look at a 3-year funding commitment and show St Margaret’s Hospice how much support they could get if they kept the Yeovil IPU open.  While members of the PC are very keen to support any effort to keep the hospice’s IPU open, they felt a more detailed financing plan would need to be put in place before committing an amount of their budget to it.

15. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

a) The VHC accounts have now been published and circulated to the PC.
b) The large screen and hearing loop have been installed.

c) A resolution was passed to approve payment of the VHC Insurance – Came & Company (Year 2 of 3 year LTA) - £1288.09
16.  MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

a) Chairman: None.
b) Councilors: None.
c) Clerk: None.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 19th November 2019 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.  The meeting closed at 9.00pm.
After the meeting there was an opportunity for the public to speak: 
A member of the VHC stated they are keen for parishioners to support the Moviola night as this is now the Village Hall’s main source of income.
