MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 20th OCTOBER 2020 BY VIDEO CONFERENCE
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








                         Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Ernest Kong, Bernie White, Malcolm White, Jane Creed, Andy Webb, Clare Middleton and Nicola Clark (District Councillor).
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 15 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
Several parishioners spoke detailing their objections to the Rydon farm application for 5 new dwellings. Reasons given included increased traffic (within the village and also on the roads into the village), loss of wildlife, not infilling, drainage problems, inadequate access, does not meet identified housing need.

A parishioner enquired as to whether there was any update on the reopening on the village Hall. Village Halls in other areas have now reopened and the parishioner is concerned that hall users may go elsewhere. 
A parishioner stated they were annoyed, that for a second time the advertised Pig Hill road closure had not taken place this week.  Delivery drivers, the postman, school bus drivers etc. have all taken diversions unnecessarily.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Mark Keating (County Councillor).
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 15th SEPTEMBER 2020 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

   None.
4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

None.
5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

MK and NC’s reports had been previously circulated. 
NC stated that SSDC’s response to the government’s planning white paper was now available and she would be happy to talk through it with Councilors if they wish.
NC agreed to get further details of the issue given in Linda Hayden’s recent email that said applications for new housing are on hold following Natural England’s advice regarding nitrates and phosphates and their impact upon the Somerset Levels.  
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) Planning Applications received after publication of the agenda:

i) App No: 20/02624/FUL The erection of new dwelling. Location: Land Adjacent To Peach Tree Cottage North Lane. Applicant: Mr and Mrs K Sealey. All Councillors felt the proposed dwelling was too large for the size of the site. 

Several Councillors felt that this steep, narrow lane would not cope with increased traffic as 2 extra houses have already been approved here in the last few years, and the road is already under pressure from farm traffic and community field visitors.  There were also concerns raised that this is yet another application for a new dwelling when many have already been approved over the last few years and the village infrastructure is struggling to cope with all the extra traffic as a result.  A resolution was passed to object to this application on these grounds.
ii) App No: 20/02662/LBC Application for Listed Building Consent for alterations to create first floor shower room Location: Grass Hill High Street Hardington Mandeville. Applicant: Mr & Mrs K Blackwell.  There were no objections.

iii)  App No: 20/02558/FUL Erection of five dwellings, improvements to existing access and associated works.  Location: Land Rear Of Rydon Farm High Street Hardington Mandeville Applicant: Mr & Mrs Chadwick. The PC objected to this application for reasons including increased traffic, poor access, loss of orchard wildlife, failure to meet identified housing need (or any other SS2 exceptions). There was concern that an application such as this would open the floodgates for applications for new dwellings on many similar small areas of green-space around the village. A resolution was passed to object to this application on these grounds.
b) The following application was received after publication of the agenda:

i) App no: 20/02912/NMA Non-material amendment to approval 19/03188/HOU; to extend the roof of the front extension to form a canopy overhang of approx. 1metre. Location: Windrush, Pig Hill. There were no objections.

c) There were no results of planning applications received after publication of this agenda.

d) RC has written to SSDC development control asking if they had any knowledge of the work being carried out at the Mandeville Arms and is still waiting for a response on this.

7. HIGHWAYS 
a) AM reported that he has raised specific defects on Moor Lane and North Lane, as general re-surfacing looks unlikely.

b) Moor Lane to Shop footpath: SCC are still stating they have no responsibility for the tarmac surface or bridge structure.  RC has contacted them to question this.
c) AM agreed to make enquiries regarding the Temporary Road Closure at Pig Hill, that once again failed to take place this week.
8. FOOTPATHS

a) RC said there was no further update regarding the right of way between Moor Lane to the Community Field (Y10/50).
b) RC reported that there was no further update on Coldharbour Lane.
c) RC purchased some gravel to fill the large pothole on the Broadstone Lane to Rectory Lane Footpath. AM agreed to make enquiries regarding the possibility of dropping the curb at the Rectory Lane end, in order to make this path wheelchair accessible.
9. PARISH ISSUES
a) CM and BW have put together some costings to repair the telephone boxes to a usable standard. They will email this to Councillors soon, but each box would cost in the region of £800. Potential uses still need to be determined. 
b) Natural England have asked if the Parish council would fund a new dog poo bin to be sited at the lower entrance of the Nature Reserve. The PC approved the purchase in principal but would need a cost before purchasing.
10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) RC reported that he has been addressing some of the issues raised in the Annual Inspection and Risk assessment report. He has replaced some rotting wood (as supplied by The Toy Barn), and filled the identified potential finger-traps above the net with silicon sealant.

b) Having received a quote of around £400 for replacing the deteriorating zip-line seat from Playdale,  RC has investigated other suppliers. Online Playgrounds have a similar one available for around £100 (inc VAT) which includes the seat, chain and a heavy-duty cover.  RC would arrange the installation.  A resolution was passed to approve this purchase.
c) A quote of around £11,578 (exc VAT) to replace the wooden play equipment was received from The Toy Barn. As this was significantly more than other quotes it was decided to proceed with the SSDC quote. Unfortunately, due to lockdown SSDC are 4 months behind their usual schedule.  SSDC have said that due to the lockdown period they are behind on their routine schedule and would not be able to carry out the work until late April at the earliest.  

11. RISK MANAGEMENT

a) None.
12. FINANCE
a) The Clerk’s hours for September (22 Hours) were confirmed. 

b) The Bank Reconciliation at 30th September 2020 was approved.

c) Budget Analysis for Quarter 2 2020 was reviewed.  

d) It was agreed to stop the Monthly Village Hall hire standing order fee (£20) for the time-being.

e) A resolution was passed to approve the following payments:

· SSDC Ranger fees Quarter 1 (£138.75 + VAT £27.75)



 
          
 £166.50

· R Carpenter Reimbursement for gravel (£15.60 + VAT£3.12)




    £18.72

· VHC Insurance 










£1337.61

· N Chapman (July-Sept 2020 Salary £671.00, Mileage £5.40, Other Expenses £32.99)

  £709.39

13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The following tasks were carried out by the Ranger in September:

· Cleaned inside Moor Lane Phone box, cleared weeds from area, cut back hedge, exposed path so that door opens ,oiled door. 

· Cut back hedge around Moor notice board

· Strimmed moor lane.

· Strimmed visibilities and village signs,

· weed sprayed around village hall and church wall

b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for October:
· Finish re-painting signpost at the bottom of Pen Lane.

· Apply preservative treatment to Community Field equipment.

· Clear leaves around Village Hall

· Strim around metal bench on Pen Lane (below Prospect Farm).

14. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) SSC’s One Somerset Vs SSDC’s Stronger Somerset.  It was decided that not enough details were known about the two alternative proposals and that therefore discussions should be postponed to another time.
15. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

AW reported that there were still no plans to re-open the Village Hall due to COVID safety requirements and that the VHC had not received any enquiries from people wishing to use it. It was agreed a note should be put in the Messenger asking people to contact the bookings clerk if they wish to use the hall.
16. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

a) Chairman: None.
b) Councilors: None.
c) Clerk: The Clerks staff appraisal and salary review will be on the agenda for November.  In addition, the first draft of the 2021/22 budget will be reviewed.
17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 17th November 2020 at 7.30pm by video conference.  The meeting closed at 8.59pm.
After the meeting there was an opportunity for the public to speak: 
A parishioner commented that they feel the Village Hall should be re-opened as they are concerned it may become un-viable if users take their business elsewhere. 

A parishioner commented that they thought it could be an idea for the phone boxes to be lent out to different village groups for them to use on a rotation basis.

