MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 19th OCTOBER 2021 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








             Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Bernie White, Joanna Szmaj, Richard Beatson, Jane Creed, Malcolm White, Clare Middleton, and Gina Seaton (District Councillor). 
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 1 Member of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner enquired as to whether the S.106 monies (a total of £15,981) relating to the Shepperton Homes Nursery development had been received from them, as the development was now complete. The Clerk agreed to contact SSDC to get an update on this. 
Karen Dodge (VHC Chairperson), said the VHC feel the kitchen door should be replaced as it is a security issue and also because it has signs of damp as the door is ill-fitting. They are in the process of obtaining further quotes for its replacement. They would like the kitchen to be repainted, but would like the door replacement to be carried out first.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Nicola Clark (District Councillor) and Mark Keating (County Councillor)

2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 21st SEPTEMBER 2021 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None
4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

a) BW attended the wildflower verge and management seminar. He felt it was very interesting and was impressed at the work that has been carried out in Barwick, including wildflower planting of verges and the churchyard.  He would like to see this happen in Hardington. The SSDC environment team are aiming to give out seed-packs to encourage wildflower planting.
5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

NC and MK’s reports had been previously circulated. 
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) There were no new planning applications received.
b) The following application has been determined:

i) App no: 21/02546/HOU Hillcroft House, Broad Hill, Hardington Mandeville - Proposed rear single storey extension and alterations. Application approved.

c) No update has been received from SSDC regarding the potential planning breach of a second mobile home sited at Holtens on Barry Lane. The Clerk agreed to chase this up.
d) No update has been received from SSDC regarding the unauthorised business use of land and buildings at Hardington Marsh. The Clerk agreed to chase this up. 
7. HIGHWAYS 
a) AM’s highways report was previously circulated. There were no new issues raised but he is continuing to chase for progress on several ongoing existing ones. There are now 3 different areas where river safety barriers have collapsed and need fixing or replacing; At the bottom of North Lane, near the Community field entrance, Pig Hill where the road crosses Chinnock Brook, and Wimborough Lane near the sewerage treatment works. 
b)  The issue of water egressing from the road surface at the Moor Lane/Pig Hill junction continues to be a problem during periods of heavy rain.

c) AM reported that the Structures Service Manager has emailed to say that works to the collapsing wall at the top of North Lane are programmed to commence on 15th November 2021 for a period of 2 weeks, under a formal road closure.
d)  RC noted that MK’s report stated that the main road through West Coker is expected to close for re-surfacing for 7 weeks next year. RC feels that this will cause chaos on Hardington roads and hopes that work to re-open Chinnock Hollow will be carried out prior to this.
e) RC had received several complaints regarding the excessive mud on the roads from Penn Lane to Hill End following the recent Maize harvest.  The Clerk agreed to contact the landowners to ask if they can scrape up the mud.
8. FOOTPATHS

a) Following a change of personnel at SCC, they have said they have no record of the Chairman’s requests for replacement footpath gates on the footpath from Windmill Hill to Pendomer! It is hoped that the new officer will address this request sometime soon.
b) The Chairman was asked by SCC to take down the notices advertising the application for a footpath from St Mary’s Church, via Rectory Lane, to the Mandeville Arms’ car park.  It is hoped that a decision on this will be made in the near future.
9. PARISH ISSUES
a) CM gave details of a response to her enquiries regarding the local sewerage treatment works. According to Rivers Trust data, the sewerage works has a poor performance in terms of storm overflow (In 2020 the sewer storm overflow spilled 60 times for a total of 866 hours). It was agreed that future planning application responses should request reassurance that the sewerage services can accommodate increased housing.
b) There was no update on the litter picking stations.
c) It was agreed that the best solution to provide mobility scooter access to the Nature Reserve would be to remove the current kissing gate and a small amount of hedge, and replace this with a new footpath gate, wide enough to allow scooter access.  It is hoped Natural England will agree to do this.
10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) The Clerk is in the process of obtaining quotes for a new sign for the Community Field, listing the main rules and also contact details for the field.
b) It was agreed to ask Ben Turner if he would consider cutting the Community Field hedges again this winter. 

c) RC is continuing to address the issue of the low hanging Rope Swinger.  He has obtained a quote to add a bracing system to the four corner posts to prevent further movement.  Doing this may, however create a safety issue as it not part of the equipment design. Huck UK have agreed to do another site visit to look at the equipment.  They have not yet supplied any details of other similar installations, despite claiming there are many. 
11. RISK MANAGEMENT

None.
12. FINANCE
a) The Clerks hours for September were confirmed (21 Hours). 

b) The Bank Reconciliation at 30th September 2021 was approved.

c) The Budget Analysis for Quarter 2 2021 was approved.  

d) The Notice of Conclusion of Audit for Y/E 31/03/21 has been received and advertised as required.

e) The Clerk has asked that those Councilors whose signatures need to be added to the list of PC signatories, visit NatWest in person with their ID/proof of address and completed signature mandate forms.
f) It was agreed that the PC would donate the money to cover the cost of the VHC Insurance. The renewal is due 17/11/2021 and will be £1,309.93 with the 3-year LTA.
g) A resolution was passed to approve the following payments:

· PKF Littlejohn LLP Limited Assurance Review (£200.00 + VAT £40.00)

  £240.00

· N Chapman – Reimbursement for Wood preservative (£18.82 + VAT £3.76)  

  £22.58

· N Chapman (July-Sept 2021 Salary £783.36, Mileage £9.00, Other Expenses £30.49)
  £822.85

13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The following tasks were carried out by the Ranger in October:

· Applied preservative to Community Field equipment
· Painted village hall window

· Varnished village hall notice board

· Weed-killed around village hall

· Cleared Penn Lane drains

· Cleared around sign post on Penn hill

b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for November:
· Apply preservative to Community Field equipment.

· Apply preservative to Notice board opposite Mandeville Arms.

· Clear drains.

14. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

a) BW stated he would prefer to see the village hall kitchen door replaced with a wooden one rather than a uPVC one. BW agreed to investigate the cause of water running down the village hall internal wall.
15. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) The Chairman reported that he has booked himself on the CPRE Rewilding Somerset event on Friday 19th November.
b) MW has suggested he would like to see the village do something innovative to help combat climate change and protect the environment. It was agreed that this should be put on the agenda for discussion at next months meeting. 

16. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Chairman: None.
Councilors: None.
Clerk: None.
17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 8.35pm.  The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 16th November 2021 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.  
A parishioner suggested that the Parish Council could consider funding the replacement of the safety barriers over Chinnock Brook.  It was agreed that AM should chase this up with SCC highways in the first instance.
