MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 18th OCTOBER 2022 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








             Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter, Richard Beatson, Robert Halls, Joanna Szmaj, Malcolm White, Gina Seaton (District Councillor), Mike Hewitson (County Councillor), Oliver Patrick (County Councillor).
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 4 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
Karen Dodge spoke on behalf of the VHC. They are hoping to hold a film event on a Thursday afternoon, but the current community licence limits the showing of films to the evening (from 7pm).  Karen has contacted SSDC to obtain the cost for this variation to the licence.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Peter Higgins and Nicola Clark (District Councillor)
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 23rd AUGUST 2022 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
4. MATTERS OF REPORT 

a) A parishioner has expressed an interest in the remaining Parish Council vacancy, but was unable to attend this month’s meeting.

b) The LCN consultation period finished on the 17th October. The Chairman felt it was difficult to clearly view the 3 boundary proposals online. Cllr Hewitson said he would feed back this comment to the LCN committee.
5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

Reports from Cllr Patrick and Cllr Hewitson have been previously received and circulated. Cllr Seaton summarized recent news from SSDC and Cllr Patrick spoke regarding SCC news.  Cllr Hewitson then gave a summary of the latest news regarding Chinnock Hollow.
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.
b) App No: 22/02284/HOU to extend the existing access at High Meadows, Bishops Lane has been approved 

c) There was no update regarding the unauthorised business use of land and buildings at Hardington Marsh.

d) There was no update regarding the unauthorised mobile homes at Holtens.
7. HIGHWAYS 
a)  AM’s highways report was previously circulated.  
b) A notice of a temporary Road Closure has been received for Hardington Moor from the junction with Moor Lane, eastwards for a total distance of 22 metres.  The work is expected to commence on 31/10/22 and last for 5 days (for drainage works).
c) Following a parishioner request, AM contacted SCC highways asking if they would consider installing a dropped kerb at the end of Rectory Lane to allow motorized scooters to use the footpath from Rectory Lane to Broadstone Lane. The PC were considering obtaining quotes from contractors in order to fund the work themselves, but SCC have said that due to the visibility requirements for a drop kerb it is not a straightforward job, and that it would need to go through the correct channels.
d) The Parish Council have received a letter from a parishioner concerned that the verge in Rectory Lane has become neglected and unsightly. The adjacent landowner has agreed to consider tidying the area and cutting back the trees they own, although the property boundary lines are not clear.  It was agreed to ask the Ranger to do some clearing of this verge on her next visit.
8. FOOTPATHS

a) The Chairman has agreed to chase up SCC regarding the previously promised footpath gates for Y10/12 and Y7/5.
b) The stile on the footpath behind the church to Rectory Lane is due to be replaced by a gate in the future. A parishioner has raised concerns that the current stile is rotting and suggested a repair may be required if the gate is not going to be fitted soon.  The Chairman agreed to take a look at the stile to see if any interim work needs to be done.
9. PARISH ISSUES
a) The Chairman has asked the VHC if they have any objections to a black wheely-bin containing the litter picking equipment being stored in front of the village hall. The VHC have said they have no issues with this. The Chairman intends to convert the disused wheely-bin into a storage container for the litter picking equipment and make suitable signs for the bin.
b) Due to unavoidable reasons, the presentation by Eleanor Higginson of Somerset Wildlife Trust has had to be postponed until Wednesday 16th November, 7.30pm, Hardington Village Hall.

c) The Flower & Craft show committee decided to get the snapped gazebo support repaired for a cost of £25, so that it was useable for the show in August.  The replacement parts have not all arrived yet. The PC passed a resolution to reimburse the flower & craft show committee for the cost of the repair.
d) A parishioner has researched some of the options for restoring the red telephone box, obtained costs and circulated a report relating to this. The only quote for shot blasting received so far is £850.  Cllr White and Cllr Carpenter agreed to take a closer look at the box in order to determine if shot-blasting was the only option.

e) The street fayre committee has asked the PC if they would support the fayre being held at the community field next year, if the committee decides they would like to do this. The PC were uncertain as to the benefits of this and would like further input from the committee. It was agreed to agenda this for next month.

f) The street fayre committee have asked if the PC would consider the purchase of a gas BBQ for village events, as usually one has to be borrowed.  The example given costs £620.00. The PC felt this was difficult to justify for only 2 events a year and storage would also be an issue. It was agreed to agenda this for next month to obtain further input from the committee.
10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) The Annual Community Field Inspection Report has been received. There were several low-risk issues raised.  Several of these do not require any action as the PC feel this is unnecessary (ie. fixing the picnic tables to the ground, cleaning the algae of stones, additional signage). There was one ‘moderate risk’ identified relating to the crossbar of the gym monkey-bars, which is showing signs of rot. This was only installed in 2014.  The Chairman has contacted the suppliers, The Toy Barn, to discuss this issue with them.

b) The overgrown bike track will be discussed next month when Cllr Higgins is present to provide further information. 
c) The Chairman has received a quote of £300 for rebuilding the BBQ, although it was not clear if this included materials. The Chairman agreed to get clarification on this. 
d) The basketball post and hard-standing has been installed and has already had some use. The post installation inspection has been booked for the 9th January. The Clerk agreed to contact SSDC to confirm this would be acceptable under the terms of the S106 grant award. The Chairman has been informed by Ransome Sporting Goods who supplied the equipment that it all, including the net, complies with relevant British standards, so he will fit the net within the next few days.
e) The Clerk contacted the grass maintenance team to request a cut asap, following parishioner complaints regarding its long length.  This was done the following day.
11. FINANCE
a) The Bank Reconciliation review was postponed until next month.

b) The Budget Analysis review was postponed until next month.

c) The clerk reported 23 hours for August & 22 hours for September. A resolution was passed to pay the Clerk salary for Qtr 1 (£846.60), expenses £27.44, home allowance £36.00 and mileage (£11.25) = £921.29

d) The Clerk is waiting for Nat West to contact her to make an appointment to collect items from the Safe Custody, following the service withdrawal.

e) A resolution was passed to transfer £5000 from the PC Business Reserve Account to the Current Account, due to the current account balance getting a little low.

f) A resolution was passed to approve the following payments for September:

· SSDC Ranger Scheme 8th August 2022 (£160.06 + VAT£32.01)


   £192.07

· Somerset Wildlife Trust Survey (£470.00 + VAT£94)



   £564.00

· The Play Inspection Company Ltd (£60.00 + VAT£12.00)



     £72.00

· SALC Affiliation Fees (£161.13)






   £161.13

g) A resolution was passed to approve the following payments for October:

· Play UK Playgrounds Ltd -Basketball court installation (4,535.00+ VAT£907.00)
 £5442.00

· Hardington Flower and Craft Show - Gazebo repair




     £25.00

12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The following tasks were carried out in October:
· Cleared Pen Hill gullies

· Weed sprayed church wall

· Cut back hedge around Community Field entrance gate

· Strimmed around both phone boxes

· Strimmed grit bins

· Cleared Pig Hill and Primrose Hill gullies

b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list:
· Clear Rectory Lane verge
· Stain Hardington Moor Notice board

13. CORRESPONDENCE 
 A questionnaire has been received from SCC democratic services team to gather information about warm spaces provision within Somerset.  It was viewed that this is not something Hardington could provide due to lack of resources and funding.
14. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

The VHC has asked the PC to cover the cost of the Village Hall insurance as per previous years.  A resolution was passed to approve the payment of £1372.91 to the VHC to cover this.
15. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Chairman: None.
Councilors: None.
Clerk: None.
16. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 8.55pm.  The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, 15th September at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.  
