MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 18th SEPTEMBER 2018 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Ernest Kong (Vice Chairman), Clare Middleton, Jane Humby, Mark Keating (County Councillor) and Gina Seaton (District Councillor). 
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 4 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner spoke regarding the dilapidation of the Mandeville Arms.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Malcolm White, Cathy Bakewell (District Councillor). 
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 21st AUGUST 2018 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct records of the meeting.

3. PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY
As there have been no requests for a by-election, the Parish Council are now free to co-opt new members onto the Council. Members were asked to spread the word to encourage parishioners to apply for the vacancies.
4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
5. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

None.
6. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

Mark Keating highlighted several issues from his previously circulated report:

· Importance of MMR Vaccines

· Local government funding crisis resulting in significant cutbacks.

· Unitary discussions ongoing (currently 5 Councils in Somerset).

Gina Seaton gave details of the following topics: 
· Western Corridor update.
· Bunford Hollow application (97 homes with 3rd affordable).
· New Sainsbury’s application.
· Pedestrianization of top end of Middle Street.
· Coker Ward Housing needs register.

· East Coker Neighbourhood Plan

7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) The following application was received:

i) App no: 18/02672/TPO Application to carry out works to various trees within Tree Preservation Order TPO SSDC (HAMA 1) 2000 Confirmed 26.9.00. Location: The Walled Garden, Rectory Lane. Applicant Mr Gerald Boord. There were no objections.
b) There were no applications received after publication of the agenda.
c) There were no results of previous applications received after publication of this agenda.

d) The Chairman reported that the provisional Tree Preservation order (Hardington Mandeville No.1) covering the area of land owned by The Cottage, Moor Lane had been confirmed without modification on 3rd September 2018.
e) Work has still not started on the former Moor End Nursery Site.  Residents of Moor Lane have received a letter from Shepperton homes stating that construction work will commence soon and apologizing for the potential disruption to the highways due to heavy vehicles. Contact details for raising any concerns were also included. RC has asked SSDC to chase up the outstanding issues with SCC to get the project moving along. The response was that the relevant parties at SCC currently have a very high workload and are doing their best. MK agreed to liaise with SCC and Shepperton Homes to try to move this forward.
The PC have been contacted by SSDC to ask for their views on the developer proposed name of “Nursery” for the new road in the development.  They stated the suffix would be decided later although Shepperton Homes have suggested “Gardens”.  The PC agreed that they were happy with this proposal.
f) There were no other planning issues.
8. HIGHWAYS 
a) There were no new issues this month. 
b) An application for a Section 171 (Permission to carry out work on/adjacent to highway) has now been submitted by the contractor. Subject to SCC approving this license, the invoice can be paid and the grant funding from SSDC claimed.  A resolution was passed to approve a payment of £5316.00 to Firestone Surfacing Ltd, which ND will send once Section 171 approval has been given.  
c) Only some of the “SLOW” signs on Pig Hill and on the corner of the Moor Lane junction were repainted recently.  ND has queried this and Gary Warren has added the remaining signs to their list of tasks. 

d) There were no other issues.
9. PARISH ISSUES
a) RC has continued to chase SSDC for a response to determine if anything can be done regarding the current state of the Mandeville Arms. He hopes that a response may be received in the next month and that it can be discussed at the October meeting.  It was decided that NC should write to the owner to ask if they would consider tidying up the overgrown area.
10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) The Parish Council confirmed they were happy for the Village Fireworks night to be held at the Community Field again.  The Village Hall Committee are organizing the event this year and they are currently considering holding it on Saturday 3rd November.  The Parish Council also approved the use of firepits and chimneas.
b) Following discussion of the overflowing litter problem, it was agreed that NC would purchase a 145 litre Black Bin from ESE Direct. This would be installed alongside the fence near the main entrance to the field.  

c) Following further reports of dog faeces in the field, the PC discussed their options including making it a dog-free zone.  It was agreed to put a note in the Messenger stating that the PC are considering this.  RC agreed to purchase some dog-poop bags and a suitable container to put them in, that can be attached to one of the bins or the fence.
d) Touchwood have responded to RC’s email asking if something can be done to address the deterioration of the wooden posts and beams. They have quoted £748 just to carry out a site-survey and make recommendations on the repair work required.  The PC’s view was that this is an excessive amount of money for just a survey and alternative options are being investigated.
e) JH reported that Gareth Creed had kindly offered to cut the hedges this year.

f) The Clerk agreed to contact K M Dike to ask them to cut the wildflower area and also treat the required areas, including the car park, cycle track and paths with herbicide.

g) RC proposed planting a memorial tree or similar tribute in memory of Mary Kong who recently passed away.
h) EK suggested that an annual “Picnic in the Park” event should be considered in the future as very few community events have been held at the Community Field.
11. RISK MANAGEMENT

a) There were no issues.
12. FINANCE
a) The Clerk’s hours for August were approved (21 hours). 

b)  Having been presented with the 3 required quotes for the Village Hall stage track and curtains, the PC decided they were happy to go along with the Hardington Players preferred contractor (and also the cheapest), Cameo Curtains Ltd. A resolution was passed to approve payment of a 50 % deposit as follows:
Cameo Curtains Ltd - 50% deposit Stage track and Curtains (£1169.19+VAT£233.84) £1403.02
On behalf of the Hardington Players, Anne Lunt thanked the PC for their support with this project.

c) The Hardington Players gave a donation of £1169.19 to the Parish Council

13. FOOTPATHS

a) There were no issues.
14. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The following tasks were carried out by the Ranger in September:

· Village Hall hoe out base of wall, painted with black paint.

· Paint all rendered areas on the newish part of village Hall.

· Scrapped off moss/ dirt from foundation brickwork and painted black.

· Swept up detritus and cleared away.
b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for October:
· Tidy-up area of verge on Rectory Lane.
· Tidy-up signposts at bottom of the High Street.

· Give second coat of paint to Village Hall Car Park wall where necessary.
· Paint rendered area of external Village Hall wall.

· Stain village notice boards if required.
15. CORRESPONDENCE

a) The Clerk read an email from the West Coker Parish Clerk stating they had been contacted by a parishioner with a request to tackle speeding on Partway Lane and West Coker Hill. SCC have stated the road doesn’t meet the requirements for a lower speed limit or pedestrian signs.  The PC discussed this and felt that this road was no more of an issue than any of the roads within the village.  It was suggested that “SLOW” signs painted on the road, similar to those on Pig Hill, maybe beneficial here.  The Clerk agreed to forward this feedback to the West Coker PC.

16. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

a) The task of finding a replacement PC representative for the VHC is ongoing.
b) Peter Bysouth reported that the contractor is still waiting for the PC to agree the colour of the lime mortar for repointing the Village Hall Wall. JH agreed to investigate finding a suitable lime mortar sample.
c) PB reported that an asbestos survey has been carried out at the Village Hall and the results were very low risk with only some floor tiles at the back of building containing some asbestos. The VHC have adopted an equal opportunities policy.

17.  MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

a) Chairman: None
b) Councillors: None.
c) Clerk: None.

18. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE

The next meeting Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 16th October 2018 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm. The meeting closed at 9.10pm.
After the meeting there was an opportunity for the public to speak: 
No items were brought for discussion.

