MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 17th SEPTEMBER 2019 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Ernest Kong, Malcolm White, Jane Creed, Catherine Hyde-Phillips and Clare Middleton.
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 7 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
Two residents of Rectory Lane spoke voicing their concerns in relation to the application for a modification to the definitive map which gives details of 3 footpaths in the Rectory Lane area. These footpaths are shown to pass directly through several resident’s gardens and in one case, their living room!
The Chairman responded that in his opinion the application had very little evidence and justification and was very unlikely to be successful.  He would hope that SCC would be of the same opinion. However, unfortunately there is a large back-log of work in relation to applications and it may take sometime before this is considered and an outcome determined.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Andrew Webb, Mark Keating and Nicola Clark (District Councillor).
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 20th AUGUST 2019 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

None.
5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

MK, GS and NC’s reports had been previously circulated.
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) The following planning applications were received:

i) App No:19/01511/HOU Demolition of existing Garage/Workshop and the erection of a new Garage/workshop. Location: Orchard Cottage, Moor Lane, Hardington Mandeville Applicant: Mr Stephen Baker. There were no objections
ii) App no: 19/01991/HOU Erection of a Single Storey Extension. Location:  Ashwood, High Street. Applicant: Mr & Mrs D. Griffiths. There were no objections.
b) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.

c) There were no results of previous applications. 
d) There was no update regarding the unapproved mobile home, barn and use of land at Hardington Marsh. NC agreed to contact Tim Wills (SSDC Development Officer) for a progress update.

e) RC reported that a letter summarizing the points made during discussions at the August meeting regarding the Mandeville Arms pre-application had been sent to SSDC development.

f) RC reported that work had now started on four houses on the Moor End Nursery development site. 
g) CM reported that she had attended an SSDC consultation regarding their updated Local Housing Plan. Apparently, there has been a disproportionally large increase in properties in small villages in recent years.  CM suggested that perhaps it would be useful to have a discussion to determine what people would like to see in terms of development in Hardington in the next few years and communicate this to SSDC.  It was agreed that this should be put on the agenda for discussion at October’s meeting.
7. HIGHWAYS 
a) SCC Highways are still stating that the metal sheet repair supporting the bank at Chinnock Brook (on its stretch between North Lane and the Moor Lane Bridleway) is an adequate standard of repair and therefore they do not intend to take any further action themselves.  However, they have passed this on to their Rights of Way department, as they believe the bank is not part of the Highway and therefore not a Highways responsibility. 
b) Having enquired about the possibility of ‘SLOW’ signs being painted on the bottom of West Coker Hill, SCC Highways have responded that ‘SLOW’ road markings are now only painted adjacent to existing warning signs. Following this response, MK has been speaking to Highways and they are considering a couple of options that might provide a solution.
c) The Chairman reported that the footpath between Moor Lane and the shop has now been resurfaced, and while it was only ‘patch’ repaired, it was done to a reasonable standard.

d) Regarding the collapsing east end of the wall along the triangle at the top of North Lane, ND reported that SCC highways have forwarded this issue to their ‘Structures’ department as the wall is greater than 1.2 meters high and therefore does not fall within the highways remit.  
e) ND reported that the criteria for assessing road repairs has been changed, and instead of the existing ‘> 40mm pothole depth’ that is currently used to assess priority, each defect will now be assessed on additional factors including depth, class of highway, position in road, etc.

8. FOOTPATHS

a) In relation to the Rectory Lane footpath application, RC reported that he had written to the application stating there was little justification for the proposed footpath modifications and that he had received and circulated the reply, which he believed to be unreasonable.  While he felt it was unlikely the application would be successful, it is likely to be some time before the application is reviewed and a decision made. This delay would result in unnecessary stress for residents and potentially affect property market values. It was therefore agreed that the NC would contact MK to ask if he is able to escalate this issue and get a decision on this application fast-tracked.

9. PARISH ISSUES
a) JC is waiting to hear back from a local carpenter for a quote and/or repair advice for the rotting door of the telephone box opposite the Mandeville Arms.
10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) RC has been trying to speak to someone at Touchwood (who supplied the log structures and the wooden posts at the Community Field) with little success.  It was agreed that RC would write a letter to Touchwood stating the PC’s disappointment that the equipment has deteriorated to such a poor state after just 8 years. NC has agreed to contact some alternative suppliers to get some quotes for replacing the equipment.
b) RC stated that there is significant rust on the goalposts and that they require some sanding and re-painting.  CH agreed to obtain a quote for this.

c) The Parish Council thanked Tim Marsh who kindly topped the Community Field wildflower area at RC’s request.

11. RISK MANAGEMENT

a) There were no issues.
12. FINANCE
a) The Clerks hours for August (20 hours) were approved. 

13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The following tasks were carried out by the Ranger in September:

· Completed stile repair at the top of Pig Hill.

· Strimmed phone box.
· Strimmed Village signs/ grit bins and bench below Prospect Farm.
· Strimmed North Lane bank around triangle, church wall and drains.

· Strimmed Moor Lane footpath, cleared ditches and cut back hedge.
b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for October:
· Carry out repairs to fencing on footpath from Moor Lane to the shop.  

· Clear and strim footpath between Rectory Lane and Broadstone Lane.
14. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) SALC AGM Saturday 26th October 2019 10am-3pm. Edgar Village Hall, Somerton.

15. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

a) There was no VHC report this month.
16.  MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

a) Chairman: None.
b) Councilors: None.
c) Clerk: None.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE

RC stated that both himself and Ernest are away for the October meeting.  He has asked AW if he is able to Chair the meeting in his absence. The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 15th October 2019 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.  The meeting closed at 8.25pm.
After the meeting there was an opportunity for the public to speak: 
A parishioner commented that the Labour party have produced a 70-page document detailing their development policy if they come to power and it made a very interesting and recommended read!
