 MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 15th SEPTEMBER 2020 BY VIDEO CONFERENCE
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








                         Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Ernest Kong, Bernie White, Jane Creed, Andy Webb, Clare Middleton and Gina Seaton (District Councillor).
In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 3 Members of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner commented that the large pothole on the Broadstone Lane to Rectory Lane Footpath had not yet been repaired, making it difficult for Mobility Scooter use. The parishioner also commented that they would be disappointed to see the doors removed from the two redundant phone boxes as this would change the traditional look of the boxes.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from, Malcolm White, Nicola Clark (District Councillor), Mark Keating (County Councillor) and Andrew Middleton (Highways Rep).
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 19th AUGUST 2020 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

   None.
4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

Following RC’s query questioning why SSDC are installing 7-22kW electric vehicle charging points instead of 50kW rapid DC charging points, NC forwarded SSDC’s detailed response.  The reasons include compatibility (not all EVs have ability to charge via DC), cost (rapid chargers cost £25-35K each to install), driver charging costs and the general view is that rapid chargers are more suited to fast roads such as motorways.
5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

MK and NC’s reports had been previously circulated. 
GS stated that she has been unwell in recent months and therefore unable to attend meetings, but was always happy to answer any questions people may have if possible. Many of SSDC’s meetings recently have revolved around the unitary authority proposals.
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) Planning Applications received after publication of the agenda:

i) App No: 20/01896/HOU Formation of two number bedrooms and en-suites at first floor level to bungalow and alterations to the garage to create a room in the roof space with the creation of 2 No. dormer windows and the formation of a new car parking space. Location: Brambledene, Hardington Moor. Applicant: T J Hawkins Architectural Design C/o Josh Jones. This consultation was simply for an amended application description to more accurately reflect the proposal. A resolution was passed to support the proposal.
b) There were no results of planning applications received after publication of this agenda.

c) RC reported that following parishioner enquiries, he had written to SSDC development control asking if they had any knowledge of the work being carried out at the Mandeville Arms. SSDC responded stating they had a site visit planned next week and would provide an update following this.

7. HIGHWAYS 
a) Instead of raising a defect report for September, AM concentrated on 3 main specific issues, which were discussed on site with SSC Highways’, Lee Norman:
b) Moor Lane to Shop footpath: As this is a right of way, the Council has a responsibility to maintain the surface, “to a width of 1.5m, where this is achievable”. SCC Highways will investigate whether it is possible to extend the tarmac at the south end to make the path a constant width throughout. At the same time, SCC Highways will see if they can ascertain who has responsibility for maintaining the bridge over the stream. SCC will continue to repair individual reported defects in the normal way.
c) Moor Lane road surface: SCC Highways are intending to pursue the possibility of any responsibility the developer at the Nursery Site may have to provide funding for refurbishment.
d) North Lane road surface:  SCC Highways will investigate the possibility of funding for repair of the middle section of the lane. SCC funding is under considerable pressure and resurfacing of Moor Lane and North Lane in the near future is unlikely.  Specific defects will be fixed on an ad-hoc basis as they are reported.
e) Notice has been received of a temporary Road Closure at Primrose Hill & Ridge Lane (23rd September for 7 days).

f) NC agreed to contact SCC Highways to get a schedule update on the work planned for Pig Hill last week that didn’t take place.

g) JC stated that as the pothole on the Moor Lane to Shop footpath had been temporarily filled with scalpings, it was no longer considered a hazard and would not meet the criteria for a permanent repair.  The scalpings would need to be dug out in order to meet the criteria.

8. FOOTPATHS

a) RC said there was no further progress regarding the right of way between Moor Lane to the Community Field (Y10/50).
b) RC reported that there was no further update on Coldharbour Lane.
c) RC stated that as SCC resources were currently stretched, that he would purchase some gravel to fill the large pothole on the Broadstone Lane to Rectory Lane Footpath.
d) RC has received parishioner comments that the stile on Pig Hill is difficult to use. Unfortunately, the stile has a concrete base making it difficult to install a standard metal footpath gate. RC agreed to explore other options.
9. PARISH ISSUES
a) CM’s Facebook post regarding potential future phone box use generated several responses, many of which supported the suggestion for an information hub. Following discussion, CM agreed to liaise with BW to discuss the work required and obtain some cost figures.
10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) RC reported that he has been addressing some of the issues raised in the Annual Inspection and Risk assessment report. He has used the excess bark to fill the gaps around the sawn-off stepping stones. BW has cut the extra links off the swing chains. The Clerk agreed to ask the Ranger to apply a suitable preservative to the wooden equipment and furniture. RC is liaising with Playdale to determine the options for replacing the zip-line seat which is deteriorating.  The Toy Barn are sending some replacement wood to repair the pieces that have rotted on the equipment supplied by them. RC is also making enquiries into suitable ‘compliant fixings’ for the football net.
b) The broken ‘climbing rock’ on the climbing wall has been replaced.
c) As Government guidance still states that food should not be consumed at playgrounds, RC has decided to postpone the purchase of a replacement bin for BBQ ash.
d) A further parishioner complaint of dog faeces at the Community Field has been received. RC feels that installing wire fencing around the field hedges to keep roaming dogs out will be very costly. RC agreed to talk to the neighboring farm dog owner.
JC stated that people not clearing up after their dogs and general littering is a problem throughout the village. She feels more signs could be installed and more litter-picks arranged.

11. RISK MANAGEMENT

a) None.
12. FINANCE
a) The Clerk’s hours for August (19 Hours) were confirmed. 

b)  A resolution was passed to approve the following payments:

· SALC + NALC Affiliation Fees 




 

 £154.35

· J Excavating – verge trimming (£160.00 + VAT £32.00)



 £192.00

13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The following tasks were carried out by the Ranger in September:

· Finished painting Hardington Marsh sign. 

· Started Painting signpost at bottom of Pen Lane.
· Strimmed grass and bank at church and North lane.

· Strimmed culvert at North lane.

b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for October:
· Cut back hedge around Moor Phone box.

· Cut back hedge around Moor Notice Board.

· Finish re-painting signpost at the bottom of Pen Lane.

· Apply preservative treatment to Community Field equipment.

14. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) Proposal for Somerset Single Unitary Authority. The Clerk reported that SCC will be making an online survey available shortly and SSDC are still in the process of putting together their joint ‘Stronger Somerset’ business case.  The PC will therefore have the opportunity to discuss the two proposals and comment in the near future.

b) The Government are running two consultations, “Changes to the Current Planning System” and “Planning for the Future” relating to the planning function. Both consultations propose radical changes to the planning systems. Responses to the two consultations are due on 1st October and 29th October respectively. SSDC have circulated a briefing paper summarizing the key issues raised, with regard to SSDC planning functions and impacts of the proposed changes on South Somerset’s communities.  The Clerk asked that Councilors can send any comments they may have on these documents prior to their respective deadline so that they can be collated and submitted together.
c)  Somerset Wildlife Trust (www.somersetwildlife.org/) and Somerset Climate Action Network (www.somersetcan.org.uk/) are working together to apply for £75K from the SCC £1m Climate Emergency Community Fund. They wish to use the money to fund two new roles (1) Somerset Climate and Nature Networkers Coordinator and 2) Somerset Local Nature Partnership Coordinator. Job descriptions for these roles have been supplied. A resolution was passed for the PC to express their support for this application.

15. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

AW reported that there were still no plans to re-open the Village Hall.   
16. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

a) Chairman: None.
b) Councilors: CM stated that following the Postman being bitten by a dog last week, in addition to this happening to another parishioner recently, the PC should make a statement that they are deeply concerned by this and it is essential that dog owners should keep their dogs under control.
c) Clerk: A resolution was passed to approve the Clerk attending a SALC online training course for making documents that meet accessibility standards for display on parish council websites (course fee £30).

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 20th October 2020 at 7.30pm either by video conference or at the Village Hall depending on NALC advice at the time.  The meeting closed at 8.44pm.
After the meeting there was an opportunity for the public to speak: 
A parishioner commented that they feel the Village Hall should be re-opened as many other community buildings are now open. The parishioner also enquired as to whether the facing of the concrete wall alongside the Moor Lane to Shop footpath would narrow the access for mobility scooters. RC agreed to check this.

