MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 21st SEPTEMBER 2021 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions – Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status & any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.   

 








             Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
Present

Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Bernie White, Joanna Szmaj, Richard Beatson and Mark Keating (County Councillor)

In Attendance

Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 1 Member of the Public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner commented that following the Chinnock Hollow Road closure in February this year (due to a tree fall and land-slip), excessive traffic has been using Collarway Lane as an alternative route and this has seen some hazardous right turns onto to the A30. The recent closure of the A30 at West Coker added to this problem, by causing complete traffic chaos and gridlock on Hardington and East Chinnock Roads. The parishioner would like the PC to contact SCC Highways to enquire as to why Chinnock Hollow has not re-opened after 7 months have passed.
The Chairman responded that the PC also feel that the re-opening of this road should be given the highest priority.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Jane Creed, Malcolm White, Clare Middleton, Andrew Middleton, Nicola Clark (District Councillor) and Gina Seaton (District Councillor)

2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 17th AUGUST 2021 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None
4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

a) JS  recently attended the SALC “Councilor Essentials” training course and RB is booked to attend in November. JS suggested that the course notes are forwarded to RB prior to his course attendance if possible.

b) NC reported that only 3 people have so far expressed an interest in the remote attendance of PC meetings. As providing this facility would involve a regular monthly cost in addition to set-up fees, and as the village hall is fully accessible, it was decided that it could not be justified as this time, but could be reconsidered again in the future. 

5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

NC and MK’s reports had been previously circulated. 
With regards to the Chinnock Hollow Road Closure, MK reported that contractors who specialize in land slip surveying were appointed in Spring this year but that their work is backlogged due to Covid. MK recognizes that this is a high-priority issue and SCC are doing what they can to escalate this.

Post-meeting note: MK confirmed the survey team’s on-site start date is 18th October.

MK reported that he has been acting as SCC Chairman for the last couple of months and is expecting to continue in this role for the next few months due to the Chairman’s illness. 

SCC are currently very busy investigating the next stage in moving forward the One Somerset plan. MK is keen to ensure that the right structure is put in place.
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) Planning applications received:

i) App no: 21/02546/HOU Hillcroft House, Broad Hill, Hardington Mandeville - Proposed rear single storey extension and alterations. There were no objections.

b) There were no new planning applications received after publication of the agenda.
c) There were no new results of planning applications.

d) No response has been received from SSDC regarding the potential planning breach of a second mobile home sited at Holtens on Barry Lane.
e) No response has been received from SSDC regarding the unauthorised business use of land and buildings at Hardington Marsh.

7. HIGHWAYS 
a) AM’s highways report was previously circulated.  AM has requested that Highways visit West Coker Hill to inspect it for safety issues.
b) AM and the adjacent land-owner met with Lee Norman of SCC Highways to discuss the ongoing drainage issues on Primrose Hill.  As a result, Highways will be installing a gulley half-way up the hill to take the Spring water which leaves the field onto the road. Highways will also consider adding a raised patch to divert the water opposite ‘The Spinney’ towards the existing drain, instead of away from it as it does now.

c) There was no update on the collapsing North Lane wall. MK agreed to chase up the removal of the large lump of stone that has been knocked out from the wall and is now a potential hazard.
d)  RC submitted an email to SCC with the grit bin status earlier in the year. As none of the bins were less than half full, it is unlikely that they will be refilled.

8. FOOTPATHS

a) NC has submitted a letter to SCC Rights of Way stating that the PC do not have any evidence to support the application for a footpath from St Mary’s Church, via Rectory Lane, to the Mandeville Arms car park, and also giving their view that this footpath is totally unnecessary and should be refused. No further update has been received.
b) RC thanked NC for organizing the purchase of the grit to fill the ruts on the Broadstone Lane to Rectory Lane footpath (Y10/18), and CM and AM for their work to spread the grit. The surface is now greatly improved.
c) RC has contacted SCC to chase up his request to provide three replacement footpath gates on the footpath from Windmill Hill to Pendomer. One of the existing stiles has now collapsed and so needs attention asap.
9. PARISH ISSUES
a) BW has begun work to restore the telephone boxes to a usable standard.
b) RC is hoping to progress the “Wildlife Corridor” project in the near future.

c) There was no update on the rumored sewerage treatment works issue.

d) There was no update on the litter picking stations.
e) RC thanked all those involved in the organisation of Hardington’s first “Party-in-the-Park”. It was an excellent event, enjoyed by the many who attended.
10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) The issues highlighted in the annual playground inspection have now been addressed with the exception of the tunnel which was classed as low risk.  RC hopes to do something to address this.
b) Following a recent incident of a child’s motorbike being ridden around the Community Field, a resolution was passed to purchase a sign to clarify that no motorized vehicles are allowed on the privately owned field.

c) A resolution was passed to submit the repeat order form for ‘The Play Inspection Company’ to carry out the annual inspection again next year (£60 + VAT).

d) RC has sent several emails to both Huck UK and their parent company in Germany regarding the low hanging Rope Swinger issue.  They are still arguing that the foundations have not been installed as per the specification. RC agreed to contact Beth Poole at SSDC to see if she has any advice and how to proceed.

e) The Chairman thanked Tim Marsh for once again, mowing the wildflower area and asked NC to write a letter of thanks.

11. RISK MANAGEMENT

None.
12. FINANCE
a) The Clerks hours for August (22 Hours) were confirmed. 

b) RB has kindly agreed to take on the quarterly book-keeping check.

c) A resolution was passed to re-instate the £20 a month standing order to the VHC for the hall hire for PC meetings.
d) A resolution was passed to approve the following payment:

· N Chapman – Re-imbursement for footpath gravel (£42.15+ VAT £8.43)

£50.58

13. PARISH RANGER SCHEME

a) The following tasks were carried out by the Ranger in September:

· Applied preservative to Community Field equipment
· Strimmed footpaths.

· Strimmed church and triangle areas.

· Applied weed-killer to village hall car park area.

b) The following tasks are on the Ranger’s list for October:
· Apply preservative to Community Field benches and tables.

· Paint the two windows located to the side of the Village Hall 
· Apply woodstain to the Village Hall noticeboard.

It was viewed that the Moor Lane bridleway was clear enough for use and therefore did not require strimming.

14. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UDATE

BW was asked by the VHC to enquire as to whether the PC would fund a new PVC door to replace the external kitchen door, at a cost of £758 plus VAT. The PC felt that this door has very little use and questioned as to whether it was necessary to replace it at this time – are funds better put-towards higher priority issues? BW agreed to feed this back to the VHC.
15. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) SSC Outdoor play and youth facilities strategy survey. RC reported that Hardington was not on the survey list and could therefore not be completed. NC agreed to contact SCC regarding this.
b) BW agreed to attend the wildflower verge and management seminar on 29th September.
16. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Chairman: None.
Councilors: None.
Clerk: None.
17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 8.30pm.  The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 19th October 2021 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.  
